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BY MATTHEW M. BURKE 
Stars and Stripes

SASEBO NAVAL BASE, 
Japan — Enlisted sailors head-
ing out from port will soon 
receive their first sea pay in-
crease in  more than a decade, 
Navy officials say.

The announcement was 
made Tuesday by Chief of 
Naval Personnel Vice Adm. 
Bill Moran during an all-hands 
call aboard the USS Bataan. It 

remains unclear just how much 
the monthly pay will increase, 
but Moran said sailors should 
expect a formal announcement 
“soon” from Secretary of the 
Navy Ray Mabus.

“It’s long overdue,” Moran 
said in a Navy statement. “We 
haven’t adjusted sea pay in over 
10 years and we are absolutely 
convinced that it is the right 
thing to do for Sailors who are 

committed to sea duty or serv-
ing at sea.”

Seventh Fleet officials could 
not confirm the increase 
Wednesday as it was not yet of-
ficial, but Moran’s announce-
ment brought smiles to the faces
of sailors at Sasebo Naval Base. 

“Hell, I’m not going to com-
plain about a pay raise,” said
a grinning sailor off the USS 
Germantown who declined to
provide his name.

SEE PAY ON PAGE 5

Navy pushes for increase in sea duty pay

RYAN CRANE /Courtesy of the U.S. Air Force

 Tech. Sgt. Matthew Reddick, 62nd Airlift Wing flying crew chief, glances over at a refugee camp while Rwandan soldiers 
are unloaded from a C-17 Globemaster III in the Central African Republic on Sunday .    

US air crews ferry peacekeepers, gear to 
troubled Central African Republic | Page 3

BY CHRIS CARROLL

Stars and Stripes

WASHINGTON — The U.S. military 
has recommended that President Barack 
Obama maintain 10,000 American troops 
in Afghanistan to provide adequate force 
protection after the official end of combat 
operations this December — or bring home 
essentially all U.S. troops .

The recommendation came from Gen. 

Joseph Dunford, the top U.S. and NATO 
coalition commander in Afghanistan, who 
discussed it during a recent meeting of the 
White House National Security Council, of-
ficials said.

“The intelligence community, the State 
Department and military leaders believe that 
that’s about the right number to do the sorts 
of things we believe need to be done after 
2014,” a U.S. government official familiar 
with the discussions told Stars and Stripes, 

speaking on the condition of anonymity.
Dunford said a troop presence smaller 

than 10,000 would not provide adequate 
protection for U.S. bases in Afghanistan, the 
official said. According to the Wall Street
Journal, officials with intelligence agencies
and the State Department reportedly told
the White House an adequate number of
U.S. troops is needed to protect their mis-
sions as well.
SEE AFGHANISTAN ON PAGE 2

10,000 troops or nothing
Reports: US military sets terms for force level in post-2014 Afghanistan

‘ It’s long overdue. We haven’t adjusted sea 
pay in over 10 years. ’

Vice Adm. Bill Moran
chief of Naval Personnel
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“We came with nothing, 
but nothing will take me 
back there. ... I wish to 

Prophet Muhammad that 
someone would drop a 

bomb on it.”

— Female Iraqi refugee
 from Fallujah commenting

 on the turbulent conditions
in the city

See story on Page 11
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 Really, hot pink cell phones ... 
grumble grumble grumble

— parkerds61

We all need to ease up on the, 
“Chair Force,” as they are still 
in their infancy compared to 
the other services, they are just 
having growing pains. 

— RJ Sotog

Thank goodness common 
sense has finally begun to take 
hold in Air Force leadership. If 
you truely care to retain any of 
your best and brightest, you’ll 
continue down that path. 

— CA

why oh why does the Air Force 
always have to be the laugh-
ing stock?? Nobody asked for 
Morale Shirts!! 

— Scott

Meanwhile in the army, “Beat-
ings will continue [until] morale 
improves.” 

— Kyle Soler

The common sense test was 
applied and adapted. This is 
a great example of the USAF 
brass listening to the Airmen. 
There are a lot of bright people 
wearing USAF blue. It is good 
their voices are heard and 
heeded in some policy matters.

— baronbob

Join the fray at:
stripes.com/go/airforceuniform

stripes.com

AF eases policy on 
dress, appearance

Readers respond:

Say what?
A sample of reader 

comments from 

Recently, the Air Force 
announced changes to its 
dress and appearance policy, 
loosening some uniform and 
workout regulations.

FROM FRONT PAGE

“The proposal is 10,000 or ba-
sically nothing, a pullout,” an 
official familiar with internal 
administration deliberations told 
The New York Times.

The 10,000-troop option also 
calls for the level to fall to near 
zero by the time Obama leaves 
office in early 2017, both news-
papers reported, rather than per-
haps 2024, as has been reported 
many times. 

After the drawdown — whether 
it happens sooner or later — of-
ficials said only a few hundred 
troops would be stationed at the 
U.S. Embassy in Kabul.

Some officials in the White 
House National Security Coun-
cil, including Vice President  Joe 
Biden, question why the choice 
has to be 10,000 troops or zero, 
and nothing in between, the 
Times reported.

A White House official said the 
internal discussions hadn’t yield-
ed anything to announce about 
future troop numbers.

“The President has not yet 
made decisions about final troop 
numbers and I’m not going to dis-
cuss the details of our ongoing de-
liberations,” NSC spokeswoman 
Caitlin Hayden said in an email. 
“We will be weighing inputs from 
our military commanders, as well 
as the intelligence community, 
our diplomats, and development 
experts as we make decisions 

about our post-2014 presence in 
Afghanistan.”

There are currently about 
37,500 U.S. troops in Afghani-
stan, according to the Pentagon. 
That is scheduled to fall to 32,000 
next month, and is expected to 
continue to decline following the 
Afghan presidential election in 
April.

The administration said last 
year it was planning to keep be-
tween 8,000 and 12,000 U.S. and 
NATO troops in the country to 
train, advise and assist Afghan 
troops, as well as to conduct coun-
terterrorism operations against 
al-Qaida.

The future presence of West-
ern troops there was thrown into 
doubt in November when Afghan 
President Hamid Karzai refused 
to sign a bilateral security agree-
ment with the United States.

The agreement, which was ap-
proved by a gathering of thou-
sands of Afghan elders and local 
leaders, would grant U.S. troops 
immunity from the Afghan legal 

system and set other parameters 
for the U.S. presence.

Karzai has thrown up a number 
of objections, including a demand 
that Western troops be barred 
from entering Afghan homes dur-
ing counterterrorism raids.

Hayden said in the email that if 
the agreement is not signed soon, 
the United States would be forced 
to begin planning a complete 
withdrawal of troops — an even-
tuality she said the United States 
is not seeking.

“(W)e are talking about weeks, 
not months, left on the clock to 
conclude the BSA,” she said.

The U.S. military is poised to 
continue assisting the Afghan 
government gain capability, a 
U.S. government official said.

“But if those missions are not 
desired — and certainly without 
a bilateral security agreement 
being signed — there is no point 
in having troops there at all,” the 
official said.
carroll.chris@stripes.com
Twitter: @chriscarroll_

Afghanistan: Reported plan would eventually 
provide for troops only at US Embassy in Kabul

BY MICHAEL DARNELL

Stars and Stripes 

The Defense Department has 
identified the soldier killed in 
Monday’s attack on an American 
military base in Afghanistan’s 
Kandahar province as Chief War-
rant Officer 2 Edward Balli. 

Balli, 42, of Monterey, Calif., 
was assigned to Headquarters and 
Headquarters Troop, 2nd Cavalry 
Regiment, based in Vilseck, Ger-
many. He was killed in a coordi-
nated attack involving a car bomb 
and insurgents dressed in mili-
tary uniforms, armed with explo-
sive vests. All eight attackers were 
killed in the resulting battle with 
base security forces, according to 

local and coalition officials. 
The warrant officer’s death 

marks the eighth American casu-
alty in Afghanistan this year and 
brings the number of U.S. casual-
ties since 2011  to 2,168 , accord-
ing to an Associated Press report 
published Tuesday. 

This was the fourth deployment 
for Balli, who had been in the 
Army for 15 years, according to a 
U.S. Army Europe news release.

Balli is survived by his wife, 
Kristy, his mother and three sib-
lings and will be interred at the 
Presidio of Monterey cemetery, 
according the Monterey County 
Herald. 
darnell.michael@stripes.com Chief Warrant Officer 2 Edward Balli 

Soldier killed in Afghan attack ID’d

‘ If those missions (to support the Afghan 
government and military) are not desired ... 
there is no point in having troops there at 
all. ’

U.S. government official

Movies

Kevin Hart 
in “Ride 

Along”
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Landing a C-17 cargo aircraft at the air field in Bangui, the capital of the Central African Republic, 
is like landing at any airport … except for the fact that the air field is surrounded by smoke, the 
radar system on the ground is weak, control tower operators are difficult to communicate with, 

the tarmac is short, and refugees are milling about near the runway.

  Putting wheels down in Bangui is only one part of a 
complex joint U.S. and international mission to bring 
peace to the Central African Republic.

U.S. involvement started with a phone call from 
French Defense Minister Jean-Yves Le Drian. France 
has a long history of military intervention in the CAR 
dating back to colonial times, and when faced with 
escalating  violence between Muslims and Christians 
in its former colony, Paris decided that MISCA — an 
African peacekeeping force in the CAR — 
needed to be beefed up significantly. But, to 
get additional African forces in place  before 
the fighting spiraled out of control, France 
needed a little help from its friends; more spe-
cifically, the logistical capabilities of the U.S. 
Air Force. So last month, Le Drian called U.S. 
Secretary of Defense Chuck Hagel, who re-
sponded by ordering U.S. Africa Command to 
design and execute an airlift.

“Minister Le Drian requested … airlift 
support to enable African forces to deploy 
promptly to prevent the further spread of sec-
tarian violence in the Central African Repub-
lic,” Pentagon Assistant Press Secretary Carl 
Woog announced Dec. 9. “The United States 
is joining the international community in this 
effort because of our belief that immediate ac-
tion is required to avert a humanitarian and 
human rights catastrophe in the Central Af-
rican Republic, and because of our interest in 
peace and security in the region.”

The Air Force airlifted 850 Burundian 
troops, along with their vehicles and other 
equipment, from Burundi to the CAR in De-
cember. It turned out to be just the first round 
of airlifts.

Now the U.S. military is conducting a simi-
lar mission with Rwandan soldiers. Stars and 

Stripes was able to talk to several American service-
members involved in the new operation, which began 
Jan. 16.

The C-17 crewmembers conducting the airlift are 
working 14-hour days, according to Capt. Elizabeth 
Shaw, an aircraft commander and C-17 pilot. The 12-
member crews start their day in Entebbe, Uganda, 
where Air Mobility Command’s Contingency Re-
sponse Element for this mission is based. The crews 

head to Kigali, Rwanda, where they load  peacekeep-
ers and their equipment. The C-17s then fly to Bangui 
where the Rwandans and their cargo are off-loaded. 
The crews then fly back to Entebbe to rest before their 
next sortie. Daily, two C-17s make the 1,900-mile trip 
from Uganda to the CAR and back. Four crews are 
taking part in the mission, and each crew works every 
other day on a staggered schedule.

About 85 U.S. servicemembers are working in Enteb-
be, including the air crews and the personnel 
on the ground performing command-and-con-
trol and support functions, said  Maj. Micah 
Vander Veen, the element’s commander.

“The biggest challenge for the CRE is ba-
sically the initial set-up because we need to 
be operational within, you know, a matter of 
hours … to start running the mission and get-
ting the planes ready to go,” Vander Veen said 
in a phone interview from Entebbe.

Shaw said there are many difficulties.
“It is definitely different from anything 

we’ve ever experienced, that’s for sure. I 
mean no one can really be totally prepared 
(for this),” she said in an interview from En-
tebbe. “There’s not any good radar … Some-
times we lose even radio frequencies, so we 
lose comm(unication) … It’s just very short 
resources I guess you could say out here.”

Even when communication systems are 
functioning properly, speaking with control 
tower operators throughout the region is dif-
ficult for the crew.

“There’s definitely a language barrier,” 
Shaw said. “They do speak some English. 
However, it’s not necessarily as good as we 
expect it to be, so we kind of have to interpret 
what they say.”
SEE DELIVERING ON PAGE 4

BY JON HARPER/Stars and Stripes

For U.S. forces, delivering peacekeepers to Central African Republic comes with challenges

RYAN CRANE/Courtesy of the U.S. Air Force

Rwandan soldiers form up after a C-17 Globemaster III from  Joint Base Lewis-McChord, Wash., dropped them off in the Central African Republic on Sunday . U.S. 
forces will transport  850 Rwandan soldiers and more than 1,000 tons of equipment into the Central African Republic to aid French and African Union operations 
against militants during  a three-week  operation.
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The number of refugees from the con-
flict now living at the air field in Bangui 
complicates landing.

“There’s thousands and thousands of 
people there,” Shaw said. “Sometimes 
[the people in the control tower will] 
have you do maybe a little approach 
around the field just to clear it and show 
the people, like, hey, there’s a large plane 
about to land. And then on the landing 
itself you can see hundreds of people all 
along the runway all excited, you know, 
cheering and basically waving at you. 
And then once you land and … [you’re] 
on the ground, then hundreds of people 
just start walking in front of the air-
plane as you’re taxiing.”

 Short runways are a challenge, and 
so is the smoke from the open fires that 
people in Bangui use for cooking and 
trash burning.

“We can’t really see the field until 
we’re just a couple miles out. There’s 
this huge haze layer. And even on de-
parture … you can definitely see this 
fog, this haze start to engulf the air 
field,” Shaw said.

During the airlift of Burundian troops 
a few weeks ago, one of the C-17s wasn’t 
able to land because the smoke was so 
thick, Lt. Col. Allen Pepper, the officer 
in charge of the U.S. Army-Africa ele-
ment in Bangui, said in an interview 
from the CAR.

 Things aren’t easy for the six U.S. sol-

diers deployed to Bangui either.
Pepper, who lives with five other 

U.S. soldiers at a military camp next to 
M’Poko, has to liaise with the French 
and MISCA forces in Bangui, the CRE, 
and USARAF headquarters in Italy. 
Most of the MISCA forces speak French, 
and Pepper speaks the language well.  

He said many elements of the MISCA 
force have peacekeeping experience in 
Somalia, Darfur, and the CAR itself, so 
they’re not new to this kind of mission.

Pepper said all the troops on the 
ground in Bangui get along well — they 
trade uniform patches and eat at each 

other’s dining facilities —  but poor 
communications infrastructure in the 
CAR complicates their jobs.

“With cell phones here being one of 
the primary means of communication 
for the personnel on the ground here 
… the infrastructure is sometimes 
lacking,” Chief Warrant Officer Erik 
Kruger, an Army communications spe-
cialist, said in a phone interview from 
Bangui.

 Temperatures in Bangui sometimes 
reach into the triple digits, with high 
humidity this time of year.

“You’re very close to the equator, so 

[the heat from the sun] really seems to 
have an extra force to it,” Pepper said. 
 Pepper said the Rwandans are highly 
motivated and feel a personal connec-
tion to their mission, given their coun-
try’s history of domestic turmoil and 
genocide in the 1990s.

“You can tell the minute they get 
off the plane they’re here to work and 
they’re ready to get to their mission as 
quickly as they can,” Pepper said. “I 
was talking with a Rwandan today, and 
he mentioned that it was just 20 years 
ago that they experienced some horrific 
things in their country, and so when 
they’re in a position to support peace, 
they’re ready to do that.”

 How long the larger effort will last 
and what the future U.S. role in the CAR 
will be is unknown at this point.

“It’s somewhat of an open-ended mis-
sion,” Pepper said. “The actual airlift of 
the Rwandans, though, will take anoth-
er probably a couple of weeks, and after 
that we are going to continue to work 
with the French and with the MISCA 
forces. We’re continuing to figure out 
what their requirements for support 
might be, requests for support, and see-
ing how the U.S. military might be able 
to provide appropriate support, whether 
it be future airlifts … or perhaps advis-
ers. “So it’s somewhat open-ended right 
now as far as time line.”
harper.jon@stripes.com
Twitter: @JHarperStripes

Delivering: US to transport 850 Rwandan soldiers over 3-week mission

RYAN CRANE/Courtesy of the US Air Force

A Rwandan soldier stands guard at an air field in the Central African Republic 
with a refugee camp full of displaced citizens behind him on Sunday. 
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Sailors polled in Sasebo said 
the move would benefit junior 
sailors below the rank of E-4 with 
one year or less  at sea the most. 
Those sailors currently pull in 
$50 per month in sea duty pay, 
which could easily be spent on 
one meal at a restaurant.

Other sailors said that while 

they don’t complain about long 
bouts at sea away from their fam-
ilies, they are often frustrated 
when they return home and find 
their money barely stretches to 
cover their visits. 

“It’s long overdue,” said anoth-
er Germantown sailor who also 
declined to give his name.

Sea pay levels have remained 

stagnant since October 2001 even 
though $1 spent in that year had 
the same buying power as $1.32 
today, thanks to inflation, ac-
cording to the Bureau of Labor 
Statistics. 

Under the current structure, 
enlisted sea pay ranges from $50 
to $620 per month, depending on 
the sailor’s rank and cumulative 

years at sea, according to Navy 
sea pay charts. 

While a seaman with less than a 
year at sea makes only $50, a senior 
chief petty officer with more than 
18 years can make $620. A petty of-
ficer first class with more than four 
years at sea makes $300.

The scale is different for offi-
cers. A chief warrant officer with 

more than 18 years at sea can
make $700 per month. Ensigns
through captains make anywhere 
from $100 to $535.

There are 17,000 sailors in the 
7th Fleet area of responsibility 
who typically get sea pay, accord-
ing to 7th Fleet spokesman Cmdr.
William Marks.
burke.matt@stripes.com 

Pay: Planned increase in sailors’ sea duty benefit would be first since 2001

  BY GREGG ZOROYA

USA Today  

Advanced brain-imaging machines sent 
to Afghanistan in 2011 at the urging of 
then-Adm. Mike Mullen when he was the 
Pentagon’s top military officer have since 
been quietly closed down and dismantled.

Mullen hoped the three magnetic reso-
nance imaging, or MRI, machines would 
help doctors see on scans the mild traumat-
ic brain injuries that have affected thou-
sands of troops exposed to roadside bombs.

The senior medical officer for the U.S. 
Central Command, which oversees mili-
tary operations in Afghanistan, said it 
remains unclear whether using MRI ma-
chines in the war zone truly helps the pro-
cess of treating those brain injuries.

Use of them ended last February and 
they were dismantled for spare parts in 

October, said Air Force Col. Mark Mavity, 
Central Command surgeon.

“The device itself doesn’t necessarily 
help you treat that patient,” Mavity said. 
“It just helps you understand the nature of 
the injury in a little bit more meaningful 
way. (It) was deemed not worth the cost 
and investment to keep those devices in 
theater.”

Mullen, former chairman of the Joint 
Chiefs of Staff who retired in 2011, de-
clined through a spokesperson to comment 
on the machines being dismantled. He told 
USA Today in a 2011 interview that getting 
the machines into Afghanistan was “a very 
high priority.”

Mild TBI from blasts is described as an 
“invisible” wound, diagnosed only through 
symptoms such as loss of consciousness, 
dizziness and confusion.

It has left thousands of troops fighting in 

Iraq and Afghanistan with temporary or, 
in a few cases, permanent problem-solving 
and concentration problems.

Mullen made a personal goal of improving 
the treatment of those wounds. He clashed 
with military medical officials he thought 
were moving too slowly to install the MRI 
machines in the war zone in early 2011.

“I’ve got kids, I’ve got young ones, get-
ting blown up,” Mullen said in an April 
2011 interview. “Tomorrow’s not soon 
enough [for MRIs in Afghanistan].”

The machines were finally in operation 
by November 2011.

In practice, the machines were viewed by 
military doctors primarily as tools for con-
ducting a scientific study on their usefulness 
in the war zone, Mavity said. By November 
2012, enough data had been collected from 
scanning the brains of troops with mild TBI 
to support that study, he said.

So the need for keeping the machines in 
operation was in question, Mavity said.

Chris Macedonia, a retired Army colonel
who advised Mullen on medical issues, said 
the machines were intended not just for re-
search but also for ongoing treatment.

“We were upping our game ... we were
improving our capabilities in theater,” said
Macedonia, who said he was unhappy the
machines were shut down.

 Dave Hovda, director of the UCLA Brain 
Injury Research Center, who also advised
Mullen on the issue, said published stud-
ies already have established that the MRI
helps doctors who are diagnosing and 
treating mild brain injury.

Mavity said other factors were behind
turning the machines off: the war wind-
ing down, the annual $3 million operat-
ing cost and the dwindling number of U.S.
casualties. 

MILITARY

US pulls MRI machines from Afghan war zone
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Health care law is
expected to affect
workers’ benefits

 BY CARLA K. JOHNSON
AND TOM MURPHY

The Associated Press

The health care overhaul’s 
reach stretches far be-
yond the millions of un-
insured Americans it 

is expected to help. It also could 
touch everything from the drug 
choices to doctor bills of people 
who have insurance through 
work.

The law isn’t expected to 
prompt sudden, radical changes 
for workers. So you probably 
won’t lose your job due to the 
overhaul, despite claims by the 
law’s opponents. 

But benefits experts say there 
are several other ways the law 
can leave fingerprints on the ben-
efits of the roughly 149 million 
people who are covered through 
their jobs.

Is my job safe?
Republicans have called the 

overhaul the “Job-Killing Health 
Law.” This is in part because of 
the law’s requirement that com-
panies with 50 or more workers 
offer full-time workers — defined 
as those working 30 hours or 
more — health coverage.

Some companies have said they 
are cutting part-time workers’ 
hours to keep them below that 
threshold. Texell Credit Union in 
Temple, Texas, is one.

CEO Tony Hale told a cred-
it union trade publication last 
month, “We don’t like doing this 
because that takes hours out of 
paychecks and we know people 
need the money.”

But the anecdotes of compa-
nies cutting employees’ hours 
aren’t showing up in official U.S. 
employment numbers. In fact, re-
cent government figures show job 
gains, not losses. Employers are 
giving workers about the same 
number of hours as a year ago. 
The number of part-time workers 
who would rather work full time 
is lower than a year ago.

And not every employer is look-
ing to make cuts. Caterer David 
Borris, who has 25 full-time 
workers and up to 80 others dur-
ing the holiday party season, said 
he’s offered insurance for full-
time workers since 1990. He be-
lieves the law has stabilized what 
he pays for insurance premiums.

Borris, whose suburban Chi-
cago company is too small to fall 
under the law’s mandate, argues 
that health benefits attract good 
workers. 

“Good employees ain’t a dime 
a dozen,” he said. “I need a cook 
who doesn’t put too much pesto on 
the vegetable focaccia sandwich. 
I need drivers who don’t get lost.”

Still, it’s a long time yet before 

larger employers would pay a 
penalty for not providing health 
insurance to full-time workers. 
That penalty, along with the cov-
erage requirement, was delayed 
until 2015. The law’s biggest hir-
ing effects could be ahead.

Will I pay more?
Many companies already are 

starting to change benefits to 
avoid an overhaul-mandated tax 
on high-cost plans that takes ef-
fect in 2018. One way a compa-
ny can lower the cost is to raise 
an employee’s out-of-pocket 
expenses.

So, your plan may introduce a 
bigger deductible, which is the 
amount you have to pay for care 
before most coverage starts. It 
also might require you to start 
paying more at the doctor’s of-
fice in the form of a higher 
co-payment.

Employers think these moves 
also will help control rising 
health care costs, a problem that 
has been around longer than the 
overhaul. The idea is that patients 
who have to satisfy a $1,000 de-
ductible before insurance cover-
age starts will shop around for 
the best deal on the MRI their 
doctor ordered.

Overall, the federal law could 
raise the total cost of an employ-
er-sponsored health plan from 1 
percent to 5 percent, said Tracy 
Watts, a senior partner with the 
human resources consultant 
Mercer.

Employees pay a portion of that 
total through paycheck deduc-
tions, and whether those grow 
will depend on the employer and 
the coverage. For instance, costs 
could rise if your coverage has to 
be adjusted to meet a minimum 
value set by the law or if your em-
ployer winds up covering more 
people.

The overhaul also requires cov-
erage of a list of benefits consid-
ered essential, including things 
like mental health treatments and 
pediatric dental and vision care. 
A company’s costs could rise if 
they don’t already cover every-
thing on that list. That could then 
be passed on to employees.

Taxes and fees required by the 
law also could add to insurance 
bills.

Will  coverage change?
The law may prompt some 

companies to drop coverage for 
their part-time workers and send 
them to public health insurance 
exchanges.

Some businesses also may start 
excluding spouses from their cov-
erage, but most companies have 
avoided doing that, said Jim Win-
kler, of the benefits consulting 
firm Aon Hewitt.

Drug plans also may start of-
fering fewer choices for prescrip-
tions or a narrower network of 
pharmacies that people can visit. 
The 2018 tax that is motivating 
companies to adjust their health 
insurance plans also is prompt-
ing them to narrow the list of 
drugs they cover, said Dr. Steve 
Miller, chief medical officer for 
Express Scripts Holding Co., the 
nation’s largest pharmacy ben-
efits manager.

That means a plan may offer a 
choice of two options instead of 
three for a particular prescrip-
tion. Being restrictive like that 
gives drug plans leverage to ne-
gotiate better prices and conse-
quently, lower costs.

At the same time, most people 
can now get flu shots or fill birth 
control prescriptions with no 
out-of-pocket costs because of an 
overhaul provision that makes it 
easier for people to get preventive 
care.

What about wellness ?
For years, employers have tried 

to control medical costs by offer-
ing voluntary wellness programs 
that reward workers for partici-
pation. T-shirts and gym mem-
berships progressed to discounts 
on employees’ share of insurance 
premiums if workers kept their 

cholesterol levels low or their 
weight down.

The trend got a boost from the 
health law starting Jan. 1, when 
employers could begin offering 
bigger incentives than previously 
permitted by law. The rewards 
now can equal up to 30 percent of 
the cost of health coverage. 

That means a worker who nor-
mally pays half of a $5,000 annu-
al premium for health coverage 
could get up to a $1,500 discount 
for losing weight. Additional re-
wards are permitted for taking 
part in stop-smoking programs.

Employers are paying atten-
tion. The nonprofit International 
Foundation of Employee Benefit 
Plans said two in five employers 
are ramping up their wellness 
initiatives because of the law. 

But concerns about fairness 
and discrimination have been 
raised by unions and consumer 
advocates, which could dampen 
the trend.

Wellness rewards could end 
up punishing older workers and 
minorities who are more likely to 
have chronic conditions and could 
be forced to pay higher premiums. 
And some of the measurements 
are controversial: Body mass 
index, for example, can overesti-
mate body fat in people who have 
a muscular build.

BlackBerry 
surges after 
protecting 
turf in DOD

 BY HUGO MILLER

 Bloomberg News

TORONTO — BlackBerry
shares surged as the U.S. Defense 
Department said its smartphones
will be the primary device sup-
ported on a new network, showing
that rivals are finding it difficult to 
unseat the longtime government 
supplier.

About 80,000 BlackBerrys will 
start being hooked up to the de-
partment’s management system
at the end of this month, the De-
fense Information Systems Agen-
cy said in a statement last week. 
The network will also include
1,800 phones and tablets based on
Apple’s iOS software and Google’s 
Android operating system.

 After tumbling 37 percent last
year, BlackBerry’s U.S. shares 
had gained 22 percent this year
through Jan. 17.

The Waterloo, Ontario-based 
company is counting on loyalty 
from customers like the U.S. gov-
ernment after losing market share 
to Apple and Android devices for
years. Its smartphones hadn’t
been able to match the same fea-
tures and range of consumer-fo-
cused applications of the iPhone
or Samsung Galaxy.

John Chen, who took over as 
chief executive officer in Novem-
ber, is reorienting the company
back to its core of business and
government users, pledging to
predominantly make models fit-
ted with BlackBerry’s traditional 
physical keyboard in the future.

The Pentagon’s statement shows 
that Samsung, the biggest maker
of Android devices, and Apple
aren’t making the inroads into 
military smartphone sales that
many expected because they can’t
always meet the security specifi-
cations the Defense Department 
wants, said Doug Pollitt, a broker
at Toronto-based Pollitt & Co.

“It’s a challenging specification,
and other vendors are having a 
tough time meeting it,” said Pol-
litt, whose brokerage owns shares 
of BlackBerry 

The defense agency known as 
DISA, which implements the U.S.
military’s information-technology
policies, will introduce the first
phase of a new system on Jan. 31
to make it easier for personnel to
work on unclassified documents 
from wireless devices. A military
app store will be included in the
first phase, and the program cur-
rently supports 16 mobile apps,
according to DISA’s statement. 

CHARLES REX ARBOGAST/AP

David Borris, owner of Hel’s Kitchen Catering in Northbrook, Ill.,  
said the new health law doesn’t affect his hiring. He  offers insurance 
for full-time workers  and says the law has stabilized premiums .
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 The Associated Press

LOS ANGELES  — Minutes 
before a gunman opened fire in 
a Los Angeles International Air-
port terminal last fall, killing a 
security screener and wounding 
three other people, the two armed 
officers assigned to the area left 
for breaks without informing a 
dispatcher as required.

The Los Angeles Airport Police 
Department officers were outside 
Terminal 3 when authorities say 
Paul Ciancia opened fire with 
an assault rifle in an attack tar-
geting Transportation Security 
Administration officers, two law 
enforcement officials told The 
Associated Press. The officials 
requested anonymity, saying 
they were briefed on the shoot-
ing but were not authorized to 
speak publicly about the ongoing 
investigation.

As terrified travelers dived for 
cover, TSA officers — who are 
unarmed — fled the screening 
area without hitting a panic but-
ton or using a landline to call for 
help. It took a call from an airline 
contractor to a police dispatcher, 
who then alerted officers over the 
radio — a lag of nearly a minute 
and a half, the officials said.

Before officers could get to the
scene, Ciancia is alleged to have 
fatally wounded TSA Officer Ge-
rardo Hernandez and then head-
ed to the screening area where he 
shot two more agents and a trav-
eler, authorities said. Ciancia was
subdued after being wounded by 
officers in the gate area of the
terminal.

When the shooting started, the 
two officials say one of the armed
officers assigned to the terminal 
was at or just outside an adjacent
terminal. One of the officials said
the officer was on a bathroom
break and the other foot-beat offi-
cer was in a vehicle on the tarmac
outside Terminal 3, headed for a
meal break.

The new details about the
whereabouts of the two offi-
cers come as authorities review
the overall response, including
whether emergency medical per-
sonnel were forced to wait longer 
than necessary to remove Her-
nandez so he could be taken to a
hospital. 

The AP earlier reported that
Hernandez did not receive medi-
cal care until 33 minutes after he
was shot. A coroner’s release said 
he was likely dead within two to
five minutes. 

 The Associated Press

CHICAGO  — Victims of child-
hood sexual abuse by priests 
vowed to keep pushing for more 
information on how allegations 
were handled by the Archdiocese 
of Chicago and other Catholic or-
ders, and are encouraging other 
victims to come forward.

More than 6,000 pages of inter-
nal church documents posted on-
line Tuesday by attorneys showed 
how officials at the highest level 
of the third-largest U.S. archdio-

cese tried to contain the scandal, 
including by moving accused 
priests from parish to parish 
while hiding their histories from 
the public.

The documents, released 
through settlements between at-
torneys for the archdiocese and 
victims, cover only 30 of the 
at least 65 clergy members for 
whom the archdiocese says it 
has substantiated claims of child 
abuse.

St. Paul, Minnesota, attorney 
Jeff Anderson said he will push 

for documents involving the other 
35 archdiocese priests.

“This is a great step, but what 
is settled is far from what we’re 
shooting for,” Anderson said 
Tuesday at a news conference. 
Archdiocese officials have said 
they’ll review and develop a pro-
cess to release documents on 
those 35 other cases.

 Chicago attorney Marc Pearl-
man said he and Anderson have 
“many cases” pending with the 
archdiocese, which “allows us to 
keep putting pressure on them.” 

 BY RAMIT PLUSHNICK-MASTI

The Associated Press

HOUSTON  — They quibble, 
joke and share knowing looks, fin-
ishing each other’s thoughts and 
making snide comments — like 
many sisters. But a recent heated 
argument was unlike any other 
they’ve had, and it ended in a most 
surprising way.

For months, Irma Myers-San-
tana, 71, and her  sister, Anna Wil-
liamson, 69, had been debating 
who more urgently needed a lung 
transplant, each wanting the other 
to go first. Earlier this month, 
though, the sisters ended up in the 
same operating room, each getting 
one lung from the same donor in 
what doctors at Houston Method-
ist Hospital say is a first for their 
facility.

“It’s never happened,” said Dr. 
Scott Scheinin, who did Myers-
Santana’s transplant. “We’ve 
transplanted siblings before, 
but years apart. It’s a little bit of 
serendipity.”

The sisters both became ill 

about 10 years ago with idiopathic 
pulmonary fibrosis, a little-under-
stood scarring of the lungs that 
often requires a transplant and 
kills more people than breast can-
cer every year, Scheinin said.

Doctors, assisted by a computer 
program, look at blood type, height 
and severity of illness to match 
a donor and a transplant patient. 
The likelihood that Myers-San-
tana and Williamson would meet 
all three criteria at the same time 
was small, Scheinin said.

The sisters’ situation was fur-
ther complicated because they in-
sisted on a “bloodless transplant.” 
They are Jehovah’s Witnesses and 
do not believe in receiving blood 
transfusions. They live in Califor-
nia, but Houston Methodist Hospi-
tal is the only facility in the country 
that does such transplants.

“The irony of this whole thing is 
that we’re sisters, we’re both Jeho-
vah’s Witnesses, we have the same 
blood type and we got (the lungs) 
from the same donor,” Williamson 
said, her eyes tearing up as she sat 
next to her sister, able for the first 

time in years to complete a sen-
tence without coughing.

“It’s a miracle to have all those 
things lined up like that,” Wil-
liamson said.

Until the transplant, William-
son coughed all day and had to 
be attached to an oxygen tank 
constantly. About a year ago, 
her doctor told her she needed a 
transplant.

 Williamson and her husband 
headed to Houston 10 months ago. 
Within six months, Myers-San-
tana, who had a sudden, violent 
decline in her health and could 
barely breathe, joined Williamson, 
hoping she also would be a viable 
candidate for  transplant.

Then the waiting began, with 
the sisters housed just 10 doors 
apart in a Houston RV park. On 
a few occasions, each woman was 
offered a lung, but they bickered 
over who should take it.

“If we hadn’t had the transplant 
when we did, she would be dead 
right now, dead,” Williamson said 
adamantly, her sister sitting be-
side her in the hospital room. 

PAT SULLIVAN/AP

 Irma Myers-Santana, left, and her sister, Anna Williamson, visit in Williamson’s hospital room in Houston 
on Jan. 14. The sisters  each received a transplanted lung from the same donor.  

Sisters get transplanted
lungs from same donor

Priests’ abuse victims press archdiocese

Security is faulted in
shooting at LA airport
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 BY BOB SALSBERG

The Associated Press

BOSTON — Snowblowers 
whirred and shovels scraped 
across sidewalks Wednesday as 
the Northeast started cleaning up 
from a winter storm that swirled 
up the coast, creating blizzard 
conditions on Cape Cod, disrupt-
ing government work in Wash-
ington and leaving behind bitter 
cold that sapped fuel supplies.

The storm stretched from Ken-
tucky to New England but hit 
hardest along the heavily popu-
lated Interstate 95 corridor be-
tween Philadelphia and Boston. 
Snow began falling at midmorn-
ing Tuesday in Philadelphia and 
dumped as much as 14 inches by 
Wednesday morning, with New 
York City seeing almost as much. 
Manalapan, N.J., had the highest 
snowfall reading, with nearly 16 
inches.

The storm, which dropped 
more than a foot of snow in parts 
of Massachusetts, largely spared 
Boston, which got about 4 inches. 
But it was slow going on roads in 
New Jersey, where speed limits 
were reduced on the turnpike, 
and the New York metropolitan 
area, where authorities cautioned 
motorists about black ice. Com-
muters in Philadelphia and New 
York packed early trains or spent 
hours inching along roads in 
swirling darkness to get home the 
night before.

On Cape Cod, a blizzard warn-
ing through Wednesday afternoon 
kept business brisk at Aubuchon 
Hardware in Sandwich, where 
salt and snow shovels were pop-
ular. “The flow of customers is 
pretty steady, but everyone waits 
until the worst of the storm to 
start worrying,” manager Jeff 
Butland said.

Boston and Philadelphia of-
ficials ordered schools closed 
Wednesday, but in New York City, 
the nation’s largest public school 

system remained open. Schools
also were closed in Rhode Island,
Connecticut, upstate New York, 
New Jersey, Delaware, Mary-
land, Northern Virginia and the
District of Columbia. Federal
workers in Washington who got a
snow day Tuesday were getting a
two-hour delay on Wednesday.

About 3,000 commercial flights
were canceled Tuesday into and 
out of some of the nation’s busiest
airports, including in Washington,
Baltimore, Philadelphia, New York 
and Boston, where Logan Airport
advised passengers to expect
extremely limited domestic ser-
vice at least through Wednesday
morning. About 1,400 flights were
canceled nationwide Wednesday, 
according to flight-tracking site 
flightaware.com.

 The storm was a conventional
one that developed off the coast 
and moved its way up the East-
ern Seaboard, pulling in cold air
from the Arctic. Unlike the epic 
freeze of two weeks ago, it was
not caused by a kink in the polar
vortex, the winds that circulate
around the North Pole.

Nonetheless, bone-chilling
temperatures settled in across
the Northeast on Wednesday. 
Temperatures were in the single
digits in many places and not ex-
pected to rise out of the teens. 

For more photos of the 
storm, go to 
stripes.com/go/janus

Thursday, January 23, 2014

 BY JONATHAN MATTISE

The Associated Press

CHARLESTON, W.Va.  — West 
Virginia regulators have ordered 
Freedom Industries to disclose 
everything that spilled when a 
storage tank leaked and contami-
nated the water supply for 300,000 
people.

The Department of Environ-
mental Protection said it had given 
the company until 4 p.m. Wednes-
day to provide the information.

The tank at Freedom’s Charles-
ton facility spilled a coal-cleaning 
chemical, Crude MCHM, on Jan. 
9 in the Elk River. The DEP said 
the company disclosed Tuesday 
that the tank also contained about 
400 gallons of polglycol ethers, or 
PPH. The chemical is added to the 
Crude MCHM mixture.

DEP Secretary Randy Huff-
man says in a news release that 
the delay in disclosing the second 
chemical is unacceptable.

A spokeswoman for Gov. Earl 
Ray Tomblin said Wednesday that 
initial tests didn’t detect PPH in 
the water.

Meanwhile,  an attorney for 
Freedom Industries said the com-
pany has reached a bankruptcy 
court deal for up to $4 million in 
credit from a lender to help con-
tinue operations .

The arrangement reached 
Tuesday will allow the company 
to continue paying its employees 
and top vendors and also provide 
funds to cover environmental 
cleanup from the spill in the Elk 
River, said Freedom Industries at-
torney Mark Freelander.

In bankruptcy court testimony, 
Freedom Industries President 
Gary Southern called the 12 days 

since the company’s Jan. 9 chemi-
cal spill “completely chaotic.”

The spill contaminated water 
supplies for 300,000 people in 
West Virginia.

Southern had said the company 
spent $800,000 last week to rem-
edy environmental damage from 
the spill.

Southern said money isn’t the 
solution to lift the stigma on his 
company for its suppliers and cus-
tomers. He said the spill was caus-
ing “perception problems” for the 
firm.

Freedom Industries filed for 
Chapter 11 bankruptcy Friday, 
freezing dozens of lawsuits against 
the company. Many are by local 
businesses that remained closed 
for days during a water-use ban. 
State and federal investigations 
into the spill of a coal-cleaning 
chemical are continuing.

The deal Freedom Industries 
reached Tuesday lets the company 
continue paying its 51 employees 
in the short term, a biweekly pay-
roll of about $172,000, according 
to Freelander. The company can 
also continue paying costs for en-
vironmental remediation and will 
have money for critical day-to-day 
administrative expenses, and can 
pay top vendors, according to the 
attorney.

 Chief Judge Ronald G. Pear-
son, who called the case one of the 
most unusual he’s seen, said Free-
dom Industries wouldn’t obtain all 
the protections it sought, since the 
company so far has offered very 
little financial information.

 Freedom Chief Finance Offi-
cer Terry Cline said the company 
owes hundreds of thousands of 
dollars in back taxes to the Inter-
nal Revenue Service. 

 The Associated Press

SAN DIEGO — Hundreds of 
thousands of dollars in illegal 
campaign contributions from a 
wealthy Mexican businessman 
supported San Diego politicians, 
according to a federal complaint 
unsealed Tuesday.

The businessman has homes in 
California but is not a U.S. citizen 
or legal resident, making it illegal 
for him to donate to campaigns, 
the complaint says. He has not 
been charged and isn’t named in 
the complaint, but two alleged 
associates and a company are 
charged with conspiracy to com-
mit offenses against the United 
States.

Ravneet Singh, 41, and his 
Washington-based campaign 
services firm, ElectionMall Inc., 
and Ernesto Encinas, 57, a re-
tired San Diego police detective, 
are accused of funneling the busi-
nessman’s money to support San 
Diego mayoral candidates and an 
unnamed candidate for federal 
office in 2012 and 2013.

There is no suggestion that any 
elected official or candidate knew 
the contributions were illegal and 

none is named in the complaint. 
A “representative” of one mayor-
al campaign eventually became 
a confidential informant after 
being granted immunity from 
prosecution.

 Singh’s attorney, Michael Lip-
man, told the U-T San Diego 
newspaper that his client denied 
wrongdoing and would vigor-
ously defend himself against “un-
founded charges.”

The Mexican businessman 
donated $100,000 to a political 
action committee for a mayoral 
candidate in 2012 after deciding 
the previous year that he want-
ed to influence San Diego elec-
toral politics, according to the 
complaint.

The retired police detective, 
who served as the businessman’s 
security detail, allegedly ar-
ranged for an unnamed “straw 
donor” to write a $30,000 check 
to a committee that supported 
a candidate for federal office in 
2012, the complaint says. The 
straw donor also allegedly wrote 
a $120,000 check in October 2012 
to a committee supporting anoth-
er mayoral candidate. 

JOE GROMELSKI/Stars and Stripes 

 A National Park Service worker clears snow from the path at the Vietnam Veterans Memorial in 
Washington  on Wednesday in the wake of Tuesday’s winter storm .

Frozen East Coast digs out

NATION

W.Va. firm ordered to
disclose spill content

Feds: San Diego campaigns 
fueled with illegal donations PAUL KUEHNEL, YORK (PA.) DAILY RECORD/AP

Lionel Dowling  pushes his cart 
through the snow on a street in 
York, Pa., on Tuesday.  
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 BY JOAN LOWY

The Associated Press

WASHINGTON  — Child car 
seats would for the first time have 
to protect children from death 
and injury in side-impact crashes 
under regulations the U.S. gov-
ernment is proposing, The Asso-
ciated Press has learned.

The National Highway Traffic 
Safety Administration seeks to 
upgrade standards for child seats 
for children weighing up to 40 
pounds  to include a new test that 
simulates a side crash. The agen-
cy estimates the standards will 
prevent the deaths of about five 
children and injuries to 64 others 
each year.

NHTSA Acting Administra-
tor David Friedman was sched-
uled to announce the proposal 
Wednesday.

Under the proposal, the new 
tests will simulate a “T-bone” 
crash, where the front of a vehicle 
traveling 30 mph  strikes the side 
of a small passenger vehicle trav-
eling at 15 mph . The tests will po-

sition the car seat on a sled, with 
another sled ramming the side of 
the sled with the seat, rather than 
using actual vehicles since the 
aim isn’t to test the crash worthi-
ness of specific vehicles, NHTSA 
officials said.

Research shows that many 
child deaths and injuries in side-
impact crashes involve a car car-
rying children that is stopped at 
an intersection, usually at a light 
or stop sign, officials said. When 
the car begins to accelerate to 
go through the intersection, it 
is struck in the side by a vehicle 
traveling at a higher rate of speed 
on the cross street.

The side-impact test — the first 
of its kind — simulates both the 
acceleration of the struck vehicle 
and the vehicle’s door crushing 
inward toward the car seat. 

Besides using a 12-month-old 
child dummy already approved 
under NHTSA standards, the 
proposed test will also utilize 
a to-be-developed side-impact 
dummy representing a 3-year-
old child.

“As a father of two, I know the
peace of mind this proposed test
will give parents,” Transporta-
tion Secretary Anthony Foxx said
in a statement. The test “will give
parents and car seat makers im-
portant new data on how car seats 
perform in side crashes.”

Friedman called car seats “an
essential tool for keeping young
children safe in vehicles and have
a proven track record of saving
lives.”

Safety advocates have long
sought tougher standards for car
seats to protect against side-im-
pact crashes.

“I think this is terrific,” said
Joan Claybrook, who was the 
NHTSA administrator during
President Jimmy Carter’s admin-
istration and later president of the 
advocacy group Public Citizen. 

She noted that today’s passen-
ger vehicles have eight air bags, 
in part to protect adults from 
side-impact crashes. “We have an
absolute moral obligation to pro-
tect children as well,” she said. 

 BY DEE-ANN DURBIN

 The Associated Press

DETROIT  — Subcompact cars 
fared poorly in new crash tests 
performed by an insurance in-
dustry group.

None of the 12 minicars tested 
got the highest rating of “good” 
from the Insurance Institute for 
Highway Safety. The Chevro-
let Spark was the only car that 
earned the second-highest rating 
of “acceptable.” Six of the cars 
— including the segment’s best-
seller, the Nissan Versa — got the 
lowest rating of “poor.”

All of the cars were from the 
2013 or 2014 model years.

“Small, lightweight vehicles 
have an inherent safety disad-
vantage,” said Joe Nolan, IIHS’s 
senior vice president for vehicle 
research. “That’s why it’s even 
more important to choose one with 
the best occupant protection.”

The institute’s small overlap 
test, which was introduced in 
2012, mimics what happens when 
a car’s front corner collides with 
another vehicle or an object like 
a utility pole. In the test, 25 per-
cent of a vehicle’s front end on the 
driver’s side strikes a rigid bar-
rier at 40 mph .

The test differs from the U.S. 
government’s frontal crash test, 
in which a car strikes a rigid bar-
rier head-on at 35 mph .

IIHS says hitting only part of 
the front end makes it harder for 
cars to manage the energy from a 
crash. In several of the subcom-
pacts, the structures collapsed, 
which can exacerbate injuries be-

cause the air bags, seats and other 
parts get knocked out of position.

In the test of the Honda Fit, 
for example, the steering column 
pushed so far into the vehicle that 
the dummy’s head slid off the air 
bag and hit the instrument panel. 
IIHS said the Fit was one of the 
worst performers in terms of po-
tential injuries to the driver.

Honda responded that the 2015 
Fit, which goes on sale in a few 
months, should earn a top score 
on the small offset test. The re-
cently redesigned Honda Civic, 
which is one size up from the Fit, 
is among five small cars with 
“good” ratings on the test. A four-
door Civic is around 300 pounds  
heavier and 18 inches  longer than 
the current four-door Fit.

The current Fit does get top 
scores in the institute’s other four 
tests, including measurements 
of roof strength and side impact 
protection.

IIHS said the Fiat 500 was also 
one of the worst performers. The 
crash force ripped the door hing-
es off the 500, causing it to fall 
open during the test.

Spokesman Eric Maybe said 
the Fiat 500 meets all govern-
ment safety requirements and, 
like the Fit, gets “good” ratings 
in all four of the institute’s other 
crash tests.

Cars with “marginal” ratings 
were the Kia Rio, Mazda2, Toy-
ota Yaris and Ford Fiesta. Cars 
with “poor” ratings — in addition 
to the Fit, the Fiat 500 and the 
Versa — were the Toyota Prius C, 
Mitsubishi Mirage and Hyundai 
Accent. 

Traffic agency plans new
child car seat standards

INSURANCE INSTITUTE FOR HIGHWAY SAFETY/AP

Th e Chevrolet Spark, shown during a crash test , is the only minicar 
tested to earn an acceptable rating in the small overlap front test. 

Subcompact cars do
poorly in crash tests
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 BY NEDRA PICKLER

The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — President Barack 
Obama is launching an initiative to com-
bat sexual assault, particularly on college 
campuses, turning the spotlight on a prob-
lem that has devastated millions of Ameri-
cans yet rarely receives such White House 
attention.

Obama planned to sign a presidential 
memorandum Wednesday creating a task 
force to protect students from sexual as-
sault, with a new White House report de-
claring that no one in America is more at 
risk of being raped or assaulted than col-

lege women. The report, “Rape and Sexual 
Assault: A Renewed Call to Action,” says 
that 1 in 5 women have been sexually as-
saulted at college but that only 12 percent 
of student victims report the assault.

The report was compiled by the White 
House Council on Women and Girls and 
was being released Wednesday, but the 
White House provided an advance copy to 
The Associated Press. It says nearly 22 mil-
lion American women and 1.6 million men 
have been raped in their lifetimes, with 
victims more likely to suffer from depres-
sion, substance abuse and a wide range of 
physical ailments, including chronic pain 
and diabetes.

The report says rape’s prevalence is 
highest at college, fueled by drinking and 
drug use that can incapacitate victims. 
Obama is giving the task force of admin-
istration officials 90 days to come up with 
recommendations for  colleges to prevent 
and respond to sexual assault, increase 
public awareness of each school’s track re-
cord and enhance coordination among fed-
eral agencies to hold schools accountable if 
they don’t confront the problem.

Obama senior adviser Valerie Jarrett, 
chair of the Council on Women and Girls, 
said men must be involved to combat the 
problem and the president wants to lead a 
cultural shift of men speaking out. “The 

president is committed to solving this 
problem, not just as president of the United
States, but as a father of two girls” who will
soon be heading to college, Jarrett said in
an interview.

The report also declares that the crimi-
nal justice response to sexual assault is
too often inadequate and lays out a goal of 
increasing arrest, prosecution and convic-
tion rates without any specific targets. 

The report blames police bias and a lack 
of training to investigate and prosecute 
sex crimes for low arrest rates and says
the federal government should promote
training and help police increase testing of
DNA evidence collected from victims. 

 BY BRIAN SKOLOFF

The Associated Press

PHOENIX — An Arizona State 
University fraternity’s operations 
have been suspended following 
accusations that the local Tau 
Kappa Epsilon chapter hosted a 
distasteful party in commemo-
ration of Martin Luther King Jr. 
Day, replete with racist stereo-
types and offensive costumes.

“We regard the behavior ex-
hibited as completely outrageous, 
extraordinarily offensive and 
wholly unacceptable,” said James 
Rund, ASU’s senior vice presi-
dent for Educational Outreach 
and Student Services. “This kind 
of behavior is not tolerated by the 
university, and we intend to take 
swift and immediate action.

“We just don’t have room at the 
university to tolerate that kind of 
conduct.”

Alex Baker, a spokesman for 
the national fraternity organi-
zation, said the group does not 
condone racist or discriminatory 
behavior.

“It is with embarrassment and 
regret when a few individuals 
within our organization make 
decisions that do not align with 
the values and principles of Tau 
Kappa Epsilon,” Baker said in a 
statement.

University officials had planned 
to meet Tuesday with fraternity 
representatives regarding the off-
campus party over the weekend.

Pictures from the party made 
their way onto social media web-
sites, depicting guests dressed in
basketball jerseys, flashing gang 
signs and holding watermelon-
shaped cups.

“How can you not realize how
stupid this is?” said Cuyler Meade,
25, an ASU junior. “It’s embar-
rassing if people look at ASU and 
think we’re all like that.”

The Rev. Jarrett Maupin, an 
Arizona civil rights activist, said
the party antics were outrageous
and offensive. He is calling on the
school to expel all students in-
volved and permanently ban the 
fraternity from affiliation with
ASU.

“It was just a raucous, racist
rally, and they used Dr. King’s
holiday as a mask for racial vil-
lainy and harassment,” Maupin
said Tuesday.

Activists at an afternoon news 
conference also called on the uni-
versity to require that all staff and
students take diversity classes.

The Tau Kappa Epsilon frater-
nity was already on probation for 
an off-campus fight in 2012, ac-
cording to ASU. The university 
did not provide additional details
of the incident or disciplinary
action.

 In 2012, the University of Ari-
zona stripped its local chapter of
Tau Kappa Epsilon of recogni-
tion after an investigation showed
multiple instances of dangerous
hazing. 

 BY LARRY O’DELL

The Associated Press

RICHMOND, Va.  — Bob Mc-
Donnell had just been elected gov-
ernor of Virginia when a wealthy 
businessman who had donated 
the use of his private jet during 
the Republican’s campaign re-
quested a meeting at the Four 
Seasons Hotel in New York.

The governor-elect obliged and 
brought along his wife, Maureen, 
who during the meeting told Jon-
nie Williams she needed a dress 
for the inauguration the following 
month, according to a federal in-
dictment of the McDonnells.

Williams agreed to buy her an 
Oscar de la Renta gown, but a Bob 
McDonnell aide said it would be 
inappropriate and nixed the idea, 
according to the indictment re-
turned by a grand jury Tuesday.

Peeved, the former Washington 
Redskins cheerleader  fired off an 
email to the staffer.

“I need to talk to you about 
Inaugural clothing budget,” the 
email said. “I need answers and 
Bob is screaming about the thou-
sands I’m charging up in credit 
card debt. We are broke and have 

an unconscionable amount in 
credit card debt already and this 
Inaugural is killing us!! I need 
answers and I need help, and I 
need to get this done.”

She ultimately told Williams, 
then the CEO of dietary supple-
ment maker Star Scientific Inc., 
she could not accept the dress but 
would take a “rain check.”

That scenario played out in 
December 2009, according to the 
indictment, and was allegedly 
the start of a four-year pattern of 
Virginia’s first couple squeezing 
gifts and loans out of a benefactor 
who expected them to promote his 
company’s products in return.

The indictment suggests the 
McDonnells cashed in that first 
rain check many times over: 
shopping sprees for designer 
clothes for Maureen McDonnell, 
a vacation stay at Williams’ mul-
timillion-dollar Smith Mountain 
Lake retreat, $70,000 in loans for 
a family real estate venture, and 
$15,000 in catering expenses for 
a daughter’s wedding .

The day after the Smith Moun-
tain Lake vacation, which alleg-
edly included use of Williams’ 
Ferrari, Williams was in a meet-

ing with the McDonnells and a se-
nior state health official, pitching 
Star Scientific products and even 
suggesting that government em-
ployees could serve as a control 
group for research studies, ac-
cording to the indictment.

Also that day, the indictment 
said, Maureen McDonnell per-
suaded Williams to buy a $6,500 
Rolex watch that she presented to 
her husband as a gift with “71st 
Governor of Virginia” engraved 
on the back. 

 McDonnell has apologized 
and said he returned more than 
$120,000 in gifts and loans to 
Williams, but has insisted he did 
nothing illegal. He said Tuesday 
night that federal prosecutors 
stretched the law to make a case 
against him and his wife.

 “I repeat again emphatically 
that I did nothing illegal for Mr. 
Williams in exchange for what I 
believed was his personal friend-
ship and his generosity,” McDon-
nell said at a news conference 
Tuesday. He described the federal 
investigation as “indescribably ag-
onizing” and said that “the federal 
government’s case rests entirely 
on a misguided legal theory.”    

 Iraqi who helped US 
convicted of sex attack

COLORADO SPRINGS, Colo.  
— An Iraqi immigrant who came 
to the U.S. after helping American 
soldiers in his home country was 
convicted Tuesday of sexually as-
saulting an unconscious woman 
who was seriously injured in the 
attack.

Jasim Mohammed Hasin Ra-
madon, 21, was convicted of sexu-
al assault but acquitted of assault, 
The Colorado Springs Gazette 
reported. He faces up to life in 
prison at his April 18 sentencing.

“A Soldier’s Promise,” a 2009 
combat memoir by Army 1st Sgt. 
Daniel Hendrex, depicted Rama-

don as a teenage hero, risking his
life to provide information to U.S.
soldiers.

Authorities said the woman
suffered internal bleeding from 
the July 2012 attack. She told
authorities she went to a man’s
apartment, where she was given 
lemonade and then passed out.

Four other Iraqi immigrants
were also charged in the attack.
They also came to the U.S. after
helping American soldiers. One 
was convicted of a sexual offense
and sentenced to 16 years to life 
in prison. The others were con-
victed of misdemeanors after au-
thorities said they lied to police. 

From The Associated Press

NATION

STEVE HELBER/AP

Former Virginia Gov. Bob McDonnell speaks as his wife, Maureen, looks on during a news conference 
in Richmond, Va., on Tuesday where he addressed the corruption charges the couple face after a 
monthslong federal investigation into gifts they received from a political donor. 

Obama tackles college sex assault epidemic

Ex-Va. governor, wife indicted on 
corruption charges involving gifts

Fraternity under fire 
for MLK Day party
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WORLD

 BY YURAS  KARMANAU  
AND MARIA DANILOVA

The Associated Press

KIEV, Ukraine — Two people were 
shot to death early Wednesday in anti-
government protests in Ukraine, the 
first fatalities in the increasingly heated 
clashes with police in the streets of the 
Ukrainian capital, raising concerns that 
the movement is spiraling into a more 
dangerous phase of violence.

Medics at the site said a third man 
died after he fell from a high point near 
a sports arena at the site of clashes, but 
Natalia Vishnevska, spokeswoman for 
the city health department, said that man 
survived the fall and was being treated in 
the hospital.

The protesters’ deaths fueled fears that 
daily protests aimed at bringing down the 

government over its decision to shun the 
European Union for closer ties to Moscow 
and over human rights violations could 
turn even more violent.

Prosecutors said the two men were shot 
with live ammunition, and have opened a 
criminal investigation to determine who 
was responsible.

Prime Minister Mykola Azarov said the 
police did not have live ammunition and 
charged that opposition leaders should be 
held responsible for the deaths.

The three main opposition parties, 
meanwhile, issued a statement blam-
ing President Viktor Yanukovych and 
his staunch ally, Interior Minister Vitali 
Zakharchenko, for the deaths.

The mass protests erupted after Yanu-
kovych spurned a pact with the European 
Union in favor of close ties with Russia, 
which offered him a $15 billion bailout. 

They swelled to hundreds of thousands 
after a small peaceful rally was violently 
broken up by police. Seeing the govern-
ment ignore their demands and opposi-
tion leaders unable to present a coherent 
plan or even select a single leader, radical 
protesters have clashed with riot police in 
Kiev since Sunday.

The deaths came on the fourth day of 
violent street battles between protesters 
hurling fire bombs and stones and police 
firing back with tear gas, stun grenades 
and rubber bullets. The bodies were 
found before police moved to tear down 
protesters’ barricades near official build-
ings in central Kiev and chased demon-
strators away.

Helmeted riot police moved in on hun-
dreds of protesters, dismantling the bar-
ricades, beating many with truncheons 
and firing shots at some.  

 From staff and wire reports

 A huge archive of photographs maintained by
the Syrian government and smuggled out by a
police photographer document the torture and ex-
ecution of more than 11,000 Syrians, according to
several media reports.

Numbers inscribed on the bodies in 55,000 pho-
tographs are said to have emerged from the secret
jails of Syrian President Bashar  Assad and suggest 
that torture, starvation and execution are wide-
spread and even systematic, each case logged with
bureaucratic detail, The New York Times reported 
late Tuesday.

So far, only a few photographs have  been re-
leased by lawyers commissioned by the Qatari
government, an avowed opponent of Assad, and
the claims about their origins could not be inde-
pendently verified, the Times noted.

If genuine, the trove is new visual corrobora-
tion that Assad’s government is guilty of mass war
crimes against its own citizens. The photographs 
were released as delegates from the Syrian gov-
ernment and the opposition began gathering in 
Switzerland for long-awaited talks to find a politi-
cal solution to end almost three years of civil war.

While diplomats sparred against a pristine Al-
pine backdrop, Syrian forces and opposition fight-
ers clashed across a wide area from Aleppo and
Idlib in the north to Daraa in the south, activists 
and state media said.

Just hours into the talks in the Swiss city of
Montreux, the two sides seemed impossibly far 
apart. Complicating matters, both Assad’s del-
egates and the Western-backed opposition Syrian
National Coalition claimed to speak for the Syrian
people.

The U.S. and the Syrian opposition opened the 
conference by saying that Assad lost his legiti-
macy when he crushed the once-peaceful protest
movement against his regime.

“We really need to deal with reality,” said U.S.
Secretary of State John Kerry. “There is no way
— no way possible in the imagination — that the
man who has led the brutal response to his own
people could regain the legitimacy to govern. ”

The Syrian response was firm and blunt.
“There will be no transfer of power and Presi-

dent Bashar Assad is staying,” Syrian Information
Minister Omran al-Zoubi told reporters after the 
day’s speeches were done.

Syrian Foreign Minister Walid al-Moallem said
terrorists and foreign meddling had ripped his
country apart. He refused to give up the podium
despite numerous requests from the U.N. chief.

“You live in New York. I live in Syria,” he angrily
told U.N. chief Ban Ki-moon. “I have the right to
give the Syrian version here in this forum. After
three years of suffering, this is my right.”

 At least 130,000 people have been killed in 
the fighting that began with a peaceful uprising
against Assad’s rule in March 2011, according to 
activists   .  

The question of Assad’s future goes to the heart 
of the peace conference with the stated goal of a
transitional government for Syria.    Later this week
in Geneva, Syria’s warring sides will sit down for
their first face-to-face meeting since the conflict 
erupted. 

 From wire reports  

KARBALA, Iraq — The plush accom-
modation halls on the outskirts of this 
southern Iraqi city, normally reserved 
for visiting Shiite pilgrims, now teem 
with displaced Sunnis fleeing violence in 
the Western province of Anbar.

There and elsewhere, sectarian ten-
sions are brewing as Iraq spirals into the 
worst cycle of violence it has experienced 
in years. But here, in one of the holiest 
cities for Shiite Muslims, Sunni children 
play on brightly painted swings as fami-
lies gather in the waning winter light be-
side clipped magnolia-lined lawns.

Those incongruous scenes are taking 
place as al-Qaida’s local franchise, the 
Islamic State of Iraq and Syria, or ISIS, 
builds strength in Anbar amid a Sunni-
majority population that is growing 

increasingly disillusioned with the Shiite-
led federal government.

Along with a murky mix of allies, ISIS 
has become deeply embedded in  Fallu-
jah, which has slipped out of state control. 
Militants, including anti-government 
rebel tribesmen, also are tightening their 
grip, leaving many refugees to question 
whether they will be able to return.

Negotiations between local leaders and 
militants to secure their withdrawal from 
the city center broke down Monday when 
at least one negotiator was kidnapped, 
residents said.

“They will have to drag me screaming 
from this place,” said  a 57-year-old  fe-
male refugee who did not want her name 
published to protect relatives  in Fallujah. 
“We came with nothing, but nothing will 
take me back there.  … I wish to Prophet 

Muhammad that someone would drop a 
bomb on it.”

In Karbala, Mudafa Mohammed Sha-
ban, manager of the pilgrims’ complex, 
described the city’s hosting of displaced 
Sunnis as a “real message” — proof that 
there is no sectarianism in Iraq.

Few Iraqis would agree.
The 72 families in the compound,  a 

fraction of the more than 14,000 families 
the United Nations says have been dis-
placed from Anbar, undergo heavy vet-
ting before they are allowed to stay.  

There is an acute awareness nationwide 
that even a minor incident could spark 
sectarian bloodletting such as that seen 
in 2006 and 2007 . So far, Iraq’s notori-
ous Shiite militias have largely refrained 
from seeking vengeance for frequent 
bombings in their neighborhoods .

EVGENY FELDMAN/AP

A protester prepares to throw a Molotov cocktail Wednesday during clashes with police in central Kiev, Ukraine .   

Anbar’s displaced Sunnis find respite in Karbala

Photos cast 
pall on Syria 
peace talks

2 protesters die as Ukraine unrest intensifies
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 BY ERIC J. SEGALL

 Rarely in American history has the 
Supreme Court been called on to 
decide so many important social, 
legal and political issues in such 

a relatively brief period of time.
This term, the court will hand down de-

cisions on affirmative action, campaign 
finance reform, free speech, and the sep-
aration of church and state. At the same 
time, the lower courts are struggling with 
new and aggressive abortion laws, same-
sex marriage restrictions at the state level 
and yet more church/state issues that could 
have important consequences for Presi-
dent Barack Obama’s Affordable Care Act, 
even as more constitutional challenges to 
that legislation are headed toward the high 
court. All of that comes after the hugely 
important last week of the 2013 term in 
which the court struck down the Defense 
of Marriage Act and a key section of the 
Voting Rights Act.

It is against this backdrop that the re-
cent comments of Georgetown University 
law professor Randy Barnett, the archi-
tect of the litigation strategy that almost 
took down Obamacare, should be required 
viewing by all.

In an event publicizing a new book on 
that litigation, Barnett said that it is vital 
to view three questions as separate and 
distinct issues when discussing whether 
laws violate the Constitution: Does the law 
violate the text or original meaning of the 
Constitution? Does the law violate the Su-
preme Court’s prior cases interpreting the 
Constitution? And are there five votes on 
the court to strike down the law?

He made it clear that he believes each 
issue is independent. In other words, hav-
ing five votes to strike down a law does 
not necessarily mean the law violates the 
Constitution.

And, sadly, he is right. One need look 
no further than Barnett’s case against 
the health care law to see that he is right. 
One of the central issues in the case was 
whether Congress had the power to re-
quire Americans to buy health insurance. 
As soon as the law was passed, Barnett and 
other conservative lawyers and organiza-
tions began strategizing on that question 
by holding meetings, writing blogs and ap-
pearing in the media as often as possible. 
They changed the debate, helping con-
vince five justices of the high court that a 
law comprehensively regulating a trillion-

dollar industry (the buying and selling of 
health care and health insurance) that af-
fects every single state was somehow not 
a law regulating “commerce among the 
states.”

Ironically, Barnett lost because there 
were also five votes for the proposition that 
a mandate to buy health insurance that the 
president and Congress emphatically de-
nied was a tax, was in fact a tax. With five 
votes, anything is possible, just as Barnett 
suggested.

If it is true, as Justice William Brennan 
used to tell his law clerks, that the most 
important thing to know about the court 
is the number five — that with five votes, 
anything is possible — then perhaps it is 
time to seriously reconsider a political sys-
tem in which five life-tenured, politically 
unaccountable judges have the final say on 
so many of our most pressing problems.

For example, in 2011 and 2012, the five 
most conservative justices invalidated 
campaign finance laws in Arizona and 
Montana on the constitutionally dubious 
grounds that corporations have the same 
rights as people to spend money on state 
and local elections (despite the states’ rights 
rhetoric these justices often espouse). And 
in 2013, they struck down a key aspect of 
a major civil rights law passed by a unani-
mous Senate (just a few years before) and 
signed by a Republican president.

So why do we place these grave issues 
in the hands of unelected, life-tenured 
judges if getting five votes is not the same 
thing (or roughly the same thing) as de-
ciding whether a law actually violates the 
Constitution?

The idea behind judicial review was that 
judges would invalidate those laws that 
conflicted with our paramount law — the 
Constitution. But if getting five votes is 
what it is all about, wouldn’t it be better to 
just create a council of wise people com-
posed of our best and brightest to make 
those decisions, many of whom would not 
be lawyers? If we are looking for the best 
answers, because the Constitution and 
prior law don’t really count and it is all 
about getting five votes, why would we 
turn to five lawyers to solve our society’s 
most difficult problems?

Alexander Hamilton, the Founding Fa-
ther who thought the most about judicial
review, had the right answer to that ques-
tion, though his solution has been relegated
to the dustbin of history. 

He said judges should overturn a law
only when there was an “irreconcilable
variance” between the law and the Con-
stitution. If five justices had to assert that
principle before invalidating campaign
finance laws, voting rights laws and abor-
tion laws, we would have a system in which
law really matters and the number five
wouldn’t be as sacred.

In Hamilton’s world, it makes sense to
have lawyers and judges, who understand 
burdens of proof and issues of deference
better than most people, to articulate prin-
cipled limitations on governmental power
based on prior text and law. Two promi-
nent court of appeals judges, J. Harvie
Wilkinson III and Richard A. Posner, have 
for years urged the high court to adopt this
kind of deferential judicial review.

But, alas, the justices are not likely to
give up their power anytime soon. Never-
theless, the more Americans learn about 
how the justices really decide cases, the
more they may argue for greater court
transparency. 

For example, they could demand that
the court’s proceedings be televised for the
world to see, and also insist that nominees
to the court be pressed harder to answer
tough questions during the confirma-
tion process (no more umpire analogies, 
please). After all, if getting to five votes is
more about values than law, why shouldn’t
the justices be treated more like other gov-
ernmental officials?

I’m not suggesting that putting a greater 
spotlight on the court would necessarily
change how the justices decide cases, but
it would be a start. Until something signifi-
cant changes, the number five, not the law,
will continue to reign supreme.

 Eric J. Segall, a law professor at Georgia State 
University, is the author of “Supreme Myths: Why 
the Supreme Court Is Not a Court and Its Justices 
Are Not Judges.” This column first appeared in the 
Los Angeles Times.

Why does number 5 reign supreme?
Having five votes to strike down a law does not 
necessarily mean the law violates the Constitution.

 Los Angeles Times  editorial

Gains by al-Qaida-allied groups in Iraq 
— including in Fallujah, the site of a bloody 
U.S. offensive in 2004 — understandably 
anger Americans who lost loved ones in a 
“war of choice” that was supposed to se-
cure democracy in that country. But the 
continued violence in Iraq doesn’t dis-
credit the decision of the United States to 
withdraw troops, nor does it justify any 
new deployment.

Even now, the United States has an inter-
est in Iraq’s future and seeks to influence 
events there. The Obama administration, 
with congressional support, has expedited 
the delivery of military equipment to the 
government of Prime Minister Nouri al-
Maliki to be used against the Islamic State 
of Iraq and Syria, the al-Qaida-affiliated 
group that seized large portions of Fallu-
jah. Meanwhile, the administration appro-
priately has been urging al-Maliki, a Shiite 
Muslim who has alienated Iraq’s Sunni 

Muslims and dealt harshly with dissidents, 
to engage in political dialogue and respect 
human rights.

But the administration wisely has reject-
ed calls for more direct involvement. The 
American people understandably have no 
appetite for military intervention in Iraq.

Former Secretary of State Colin Powell 
was right when he said, in connection with 
the U.S.-led invasion of Iraq, that “if you 
break it, you own it.” 

The invasion did “break” Iraq in the 
sense of toppling an authoritarian regime 
without ensuring that it would be followed 
by a stable new order. Having unleashed 
an unexpected insurgency, the U.S. felt 
obliged to deal with it, at a cost of thou-
sands of American lives. But the statute of 
limitations on that obligation has run out, 
and when U.S. forces left in 2011, Iraqis 
were happy to see them go.

The experience of this country in Iraq 
remains deeply disillusioning and contin-

ues to provide fodder for political attacks.
Republicans such as Sen. John McCain,
R-Ariz., insist glibly that President Barack 
Obama is to blame for the current disorder 
because he didn’t push al-Maliki harder to
accept a small residual U.S. force after the
withdrawal. 

Democrats insist that the blame belongs 
to President George W. Bush, whose naive
attempt to further a “freedom agenda” in 
Iraq unleashed ethnic and religious rival-
ries that had been suppressed by Saddam
Hussein. Both arguments ignore the fact 
that U.S. “ownership” of events has ended.

In 2007, when he ordered a “surge” of U.S.
forces, Bush said that victory in Iraq would
take the form of “a functioning democracy
that polices its territory, upholds the rule of
law, respects fundamental human liberties
and answers to its people.” 

Those remain noble goals, but if they re-
main elusive, it is not because of a lack of 
U.S. effort. 

United States ‘ownership’ of Iraq ended years ago
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 BY CHARLES LANE

The Washington Post

The 2014 Olympic Winter Games 
haven’t started, but they’ve 
already produced their first 
scandal.

The host country’s president, Vladimir 
Putin, runs a notoriously despotic regime 
whose victims include not only indepen-
dent journalists and political opponents 
but also gay men and lesbians, who have 
recently been targeted by a law prohibit-
ing “propaganda of nontraditional sexual 
practices” among minors.

Russia’s patently oppressive statute 
presents no problem for gay visitors to the 
Games, Putin observed on Friday. “One 
can feel calm and at ease,” he said. “Just 
leave kids alone, please.” Human rights ac-
tivists justifiably howled at the insult.

Of course, the Putin regime is not the 
first host dictatorship to taint the Olym-
pics; previous examples include Nazi Ger-
many in 1936, the Soviet Union in 1980 and 
the People’s Republic of China in 2008.

I have just one question: How many 
more such embarrassments must we en-
dure before ending this corrupt quadren-
nial exercise?

The modern Olympics were founded by 
a French aristocrat, Pierre de Coubertin, 
who believed in promoting international 
peace and understanding by reviving the 
ancient Greek custom of periodic truces 
for athletic competition.

Whatever might be said for that idea in 
theory, it hasn’t panned out in practice. 
The ostensibly apolitical Games have been 
marred by several boycotts — of Mon-
treal in 1976 (by African nations protest-
ing apartheid), of Moscow in 1980 (by the 
United States and other Western countries 
protesting the Soviet invasion of Afghani-
stan) and of Los Angeles in 1984 (by com-
munist countries retaliating for 1980).

The Games also have created a target for 
extremists, from the Palestinian terrorists 
who killed 11 Israeli athletes at Munich in 
1972 to ultra-rightest Eric Rudolph, who 
placed a deadly bomb at the 1996 Summer 
Games in Atlanta. Consequently, these cel-
ebrations of international conviviality pro-
ceed under heavy military guard.

Rather than curbing nationalism, the 
Olympics have arguably exacerbated it. 
The pursuit of gold-medal glory has led 
various countries to bribe judges or coun-
tenance rampant doping by athletes — and, 
in the case of the former East Germany, to 
subject many athletes to systematic steroid 

injections without their knowledge.
“The important thing at the Olympic 

Games is not to win but to take part; for the 
essential thing in life is not to conquer but 
to struggle well,” Coubertin said. Today’s 
Games make a mockery of that fine senti-
ment. Millions in prizes or endorsements 
await those who make it to the medal 
stand; the pursuit of cash has driven ath-
letes to enhance their performance with 
ever-more sophisticated drugs.

According to a superb ESPN documen-
tary about the men’s 100-meter dash at 
the 1988 Summer Games in Seoul, South 
Korea, six of the eight finalists were even-
tually implicated in drug use — including 
Canadian Ben Johnson, who was initially 
declared the winner but was stripped of 
his gold medal after testing positive for 
steroids.

But it’s hard to fault athletes for being 
greedy when members of the International 
Olympic Committee have lost their jobs for 

allegedly accepting bribes or favors, such 
as for helping Salt Lake City win its bid to 
host the 2002 Winter Games.

The whole event long ago became a cor-
porate spectacle that has more to do with 
selling TV ads than promoting internation-
al friendship.

Yet for all the private profit-making as-
sociated with the Olympics, the Games’ 
positive economic impact on host nations 
is pretty ephemeral.

It famously took the city of Montreal 30 
years to pay off the cost of the giant sta-
dium built for the 1976 Summer Games. 
One of the many reasons Greece is in such 
economic misery is that it ran up about $9 
billion in public debt for the 2004 Sum-
mer Games, whose total cost — $11 billion 
— was the highest of any Games in history 
up to that point.

I admit, the Olympics have provided 
some wonderful drama over the years, 
from the U.S. hockey team’s defeat of the 

favored Soviets in 1980 to 15-year-old Katie
Ledecky’s swimming triumph in 2012. 

Even in politics, the Games have some-
times created a forum for important causes
that might otherwise have failed to reach a
global audience. Consider the silent protest
of black U.S. track and field athletes at the 
Mexico City Summer Games in 1968.

And I like sports as much as the next guy
— though not necessarily every event with
which the Olympics pads out its TV sched-
ule, such as short-track speed skating and
BMX cycling.

But any benefits have to be weighed
against the Olympics’ costs, which are po-
litical, financial, moral and — for athletes
ravaged by steroid abuse — human.

Supporters speak of the Olympics as a
“movement,” as if the Games were some
sort of insurgent force for good, not the le-
viathan they are. 

What we really need is a movement to
get rid of them.

OLYMPICTORCH2014.COM/AP

 Russian pop singer Varvara carries an Olympic torch during the torch relay  in Kursk,  Russia, on Thursday .  Russia is hosting this 
year’s Olympic Games which, despite being intended as apolitical, are frequently caught up in international politics.

Benefits of Olympic Games outweighed by costs

 Washington Post editorial 

Tens of millions of Americans were re-
cently exposed to a rude shock: theft of 
their credit card numbers, names and, 
in some cases, phone numbers and email 
addresses. They were simply shopping at 
Target stores and had no idea that when 
they swiped a credit card at the cash reg-
ister, they turned over private information 
to thieves.

This ought not be viewed as just another 
bad shopping day in the digital age. The 
massive Target data breach and ones like 
it at other stores are warnings of a persis-
tent and deepening cybertheft problem 
that needs to be confronted. Computer 
networks are vital to American capitalism 
and society, but they remain surprisingly 
vulnerable to thieves and hijackers. Law 
enforcement does not have the resources 
to stop them; the private sector is grow-

ing more aware but remains exposed and 
complacent; and Congress has yet to find 
a consensus.

In the past several years, Congress de-
bated cybersecurity bills that would have 
made it easier for the government and 
private sector to cooperate. The legisla-
tion died, in part because of opposition 
by some in the business community who 
called the requirements too intrusive or 
burdensome. 

When Congress failed to act, Presi-
dent Obama issued an executive order to 
improve the sharing of information be-
tween government and the private sector. 
This was a good first step, but it was not 
enough.

Not long ago, there was debate about 
whether the National Security Agency, 
which has developed cybertools to pro-
tect U.S. military networks, ought to part-

ner with the private sector in fending off 
cyberthieves and espionage. Revelations 
about NSA surveillance have reduced the 
political viability of that option, at least for 
a time.

The Target breach appears to be one of 
the largest retail data thefts ever carried 
out. It is still under investigation, but ap-
parently the thieves used malware writ-
ten by a Russian teenager that scraped the 
data from card readers in the stores. 

Most of the time such information is en-
crypted, but there is a fraction of a second 
when the credit card data are in the clear 
and in the system’s memory. That’s when 
the information was stolen. 

Target has said the intruders may have 
taken credit and debit card data from 40 
million holders and compromised the per-
sonal information of 70 million others, in-
cluding names, mailing addresses, email 
addresses and phone numbers. 

If thieves had come up to customers at
Target and physically wrested this many
credit cards out of their hands, there would
have been an uproar. But the data breach
unfolded silently between Nov. 27 and
Dec. 15. The victims did not know it was
happening. 

Target says that customers have zero lia-
bility for fraudulent charges, but the loss of
their personal data is likely to leave many
people feeling ripped off and angry.

Credit cards with chips that encrypt data
would help, but they are not yet in wide
use in the United States. More broadly, 
Congress must now get serious about cy-
bersecurity. The private sector has much
at stake but may not be able to cope on its
own. 

And it is not just businesses that are
under threat. Already, millions of consum-
ers are paying the price of inaction.

It’s time for Congress to get serious about cybersecurity
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BY  ALEX PREWITT

The Washington Post

CLEVELAND — The Walter Payton 
of electric football entered the hotel ball-
room alone because everyone else was still 
asleep and champions start early.  He eyed 
the eight-team bracket taped to the wall, 
his path to victory outlined in permanent 
marker. Adrian Baxter had another nation-
al championship to win.

He approached the game board on Table 
19, a metal surface decorated with orange 
Cleveland Browns logos and the yard mark-
ings of a football field. He grabbed an ex-
tension cord and flicked a power switch. 
The board buzzed, humming like an elec-
tric toothbrush. Baxter closed his eyes and 
rubbed his arms, muscular and exposed by 
a sleeveless T-shirt.

“I’ve got to get my men on the field,” said 
the  accountant, 42, of  Landover, Md.

The men are miniature plastic football 
players no taller than a blade of grass and 
attached to rectangular bases with rubber 
prongs jutting from beneath. The prongs 
absorb the board’s vibrations. That’s how 
the players move. Baxter grabbed one play-
er and placed it midfield. He thumbed the 
switch again. The player zipped straight for a 
second before swerving and face-planting.

“Doesn’t look like they gonna play today,” 
Baxter said. He’s a no-nonsense coach with 
decisions to make. Recently, the Miniature 
Football Coaches Association, the game’s 
governing body, named him the greatest 
coach ever. He’s a shoo-in for the MFCA 
Hall of Fame and has won 25 tournaments, 
including two straight MFCA Tournament 
of Champions. On this  day , he was gunning 
for a third.

“I wouldn’t give this up for anything,” 
he said, unloading the rest of his 60-man 
team from a plastic silverware tray onto the 
sidelines.

Soon the ballroom inside the Holiday Inn 
filled up, mostly with middle-aged men in 
NFL jerseys and cargo shorts. They con-
verged on Cleveland wearing nicknames 
with pride, such as Smokestack and Hulk 

and the Silver Surfer (that’s Baxter). They 
lugged their families and burned vacation 
time to feed an obsession, to play a game 
they never stopped loving and to hang out 
with the endangered few who still love it, 
too.

The scoreboard clocks were set to 35 
minutes. The eight quarterfinalists reached 
across the fields and shook hands.

“Good game,” said Charles Lane, Bax-
ter’s opponent and the bracket’s fifth seed.

“Have fun,” replied Baxter, the No. 4 seed 
with a bull’s-eye on his back. 

“All right,” the tournament director said. 
“We ready?” He counted down. Three. Two. 
One. Bzzz.

The backstory
  Essentially,  the original goal was to min-

iaturize the product seen on television every 
Sunday so fans could take control, funda-
mentally no different from fantasy football 
or video games. In the late 1940s, a toymak-
er named Norman Sas bought Tudor Metal 
Products, invented electric football and 
quickly monopolized the market.

Sas secured the NFL license in 1967 by 
introducing hand-painted players. As the 
toy industry boomed and department stores 
set sales records, electric football powered 
an assembly line from factories to mailing 
catalogues to Christmas tree skirts. This is 
where the game found Baxter.

“It was back in 1977,” he began. Baxter 
was 7, living in Washington with his mother. 
He first saw electric football on Christmas 
morning at his cousin Tony’s house, and 
soon after Baxter begged his mother for a 
board, too. So on his birthday that January, 
Baxter unwrapped his first electric football 
game.

Like most who grew frustrated with the 
shoddy game play, Tony lost interest.  The 
old editions neither resembled real-life 
football nor functioned as an independently 
fun game. But Baxter kept coming back. He 
learned that adding weight — usually dabs 
of putty — increased the blocking ability of 

offensive linemen, and that flattening the 
prongs with heated pliers gave wide receiv-
ers speed.  Eventually, his play came to re-
semble professional football.  

“I’m an addict,” he said, laughing. “I’m 
addicted.” 

 Baxter has never played chess, but he 
understands the comparisons. In electric 
football, illusion is everything. Think three 
plays ahead, then pounce. 

The tournament
It was Sunday morning, and he was wal-

loping Charles Lane. “Pass,” Baxter said, 
because coaches must declare run or pass 
before the play begins.

He hit the switch. The players buzzed 
around the field. Baxter spied an open re-
ceiver, then stopped the board. He reached 
toward the sideline, replacing his stand-still 
quarterback with a tall, monochrome figure 
in a throwing motion.

This is the TTQB, or triple-threat quar-
terback. Baxter pinched a felt pill inside the 
quarterback’s claw. Long nails improve ac-
curacy, so Baxter’s pointer nail has grown 
long and thick. He aimed, reared the arm 
back and flicked the pill, no bigger than a 
grain of rice. The pill struck the receiver 
right in the base: a completion, with nothing 
but open board ahead.

“Yes,” Baxter said softly, pounding his 
chair.

 On the board,  Lane reacted to Baxter’s 
pass by pivoting his defenders toward the in-
tended receiver. Each play unfolded in this 
start-and-stop manner. The board turned 
on again. Baxter’s receiver, the one who 
caught the pass, rattled forward with the 
ball before curling toward the sideline. No 
board operates the same way, so the small-
est dead spot can send a player veering off 
course. If football is a game of inches, elec-
tric football is one of millimeters.

No matter. Baxter scored four plays later 
on another pass. He would survive easily 
and advance to the semifinals. 

Across the room, Jim Davis won by a 
touchdown. A dream semifinals matchup 

between perhaps electric football’s two 
greatest coaches, was up next. 

I’m sweating like a hog in a slaughter-
house,”  said Davis, who’s known as Big Jim . 
He reached across the table to Baxter, ex-
tending his hand. “I love you, bro, for real,”
he said. “You’re a champion, brother, in
everyone’s eyes.”

“Nah,” Baxter replied. He removed his
glasses and stroked his thin goatee, staring 
at the board.

Since Baxter began competing in 2003
at a tournament in Harrisburg, Pa., he and
 Davis have been pretty evenly matched. 
This time was no different. The lead see-
sawed until halftime. A touchdown pass
from Baxter. A touchdown run from Davis’ 
star player, miniature O.J. Simpson. It 
turned into a shootout. Baxter returned a
kickoff for another score, trimming the lead 
to seven points, but Lane kept answering.
Two more Simpson touchdowns widened
the gap.

Baxter never budged. Later, in a moment
of privacy, he would diagnose the problem. 
He had defended passes poorly and had
failed to safeguard against runs after the 
catch. 

The score was 35-21. Fourth down. Bzzzz.
Every receiver either jammed at the line of
scrimmage or staggered out of bounds, so
one of Davis’ powerful defenders sacked 
the quarterback. Davis clapped once. Bax-
ter shook his head. They bumped fists. The
game was over.

Later,  the coaches gathered on the drive-
way for a group photo. They puffed cigars 
and stuck their long fingernails skyward,
until someone had the idea to pose like their 
plastic players.

Chris Stringer crouched down and thrust 
his arms forward, ready to make a tackle. 
Others clenched their fists at their collar-
bones, like Big Jim Davis’ rugged offensive
linemen.  Behind them all, Baxter lined up
as the triple-threat quarterback, one hand 
forward and another cocked back, grinning 
and laughing and frozen in time. 

NATION

TY WRIGHT/The Washington Post

Adrian Baxter, left, considered by some the “greatest coach ever” in electronic football, shakes hands with semifinal opponent Big Jim Davis, of Detroit, during the Electronic 
Football National Championships in Cleveland .  

The buzz on The buzz on 
electric footballelectric football

Coaches converge on Cleveland for a miniature Tournament of Champions
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NATION

 BY VERENA DOBNIK

The Associated Press

NEW YORK  — No wonder they 
call New York the city that never 
sleeps. Who can get any shuteye 
with all the noise?!

Screeching subway trains, 
honking cars, roaring planes, 
barking dogs and boisterous peo-
ple make noise the Big Apple’s 
No. 1 quality-of-life complaint. A 
city hotline got more than 260,000 
noise complaints last year.

Silence, it seems, is the one 
thing in this city of more than 8 
million that’s almost impossible 
to find, despite a major crack-
down on excessive noise.

One of the lesser-known lega-
cies of the recently ended 12-year 
tenure of Mayor Michael Bloom-
berg was one of the nation’s 
toughest noise codes. Under it, 
every construction site must post 
a noise mitigation plan, while ex-
cessive noise from restaurants, 
sidewalks, even garbage trucks is 
illegal.

Tickets range from $70 for a 
barking dog to $350 for honking 
your horn to as much as $8,000 for 
a nightclub playing loud music.

Despite thousands of violation 
notices filed with the city last 
year, health officials warn there 
are still plenty of places where 
decibels top 85, a level that can 
cause hearing damage with pro-
longed exposure. Some parts of 
the city frequently exceed 100 

decibels — especially where 
planes swoop a few hundred feet 
over rooftops.

While there is no comprehen-
sive list, the city says these are 
frequent sources of complaints 
for life-altering noise.

Times Square traffic

“This is the noisiest place in 
New York City,” sai d J esse Davis, 
57, who stands in the heart of 
Times Square handing out leaf-
lets for psychic readings. “It’s 
toot, toot, toot, toot all day.”

For two decades,  he has done 
this kind of work, handing out 
promotional materials for busi-
nesses, surrounded by a sea of 
cabs, cars and trucks, their driv-
ers often  leaning on the horn to 
get pedestrians to move.

Davis tries to drown out the 
noise with music from his ear 
buds.

“This is New York, and this 
whole city is noisy,” he sa id. “But 
you get used to it — business is 
business.”

On a concrete island in the 
middle of the square is a shipping 
container-turned-gourmet food 
cart called the SnackBox, where 
clerk Eduardo Zevallos spends 
his days amid the cacophony 
“trying to tune it out.”

The worst noise? When an am-
bulance gets stuck in traffic just 
feet behind him on Broadway. “So 
for maybe five minutes, you have 

to listen to a drowning ambulance 
sound.”

Screeching subways

At P.S. 85 in Queens’ Astoria 
neighborhood, children and their 
teachers have a signal system: 
touching a forefinger to the lips 
while lifting two fingers into the 
air.

That means stop everything 
because the overwhelming noise 
outside from the screeching el-
evated subway trains drowns out 
any kind of speech.

“It’s really loud, and our teach-
er has to stop every two minutes, 
or three, when the train comes,” 
sa id  Nepheli Motamed, 8, whose 
third-grade classroom is at the 
mercy of the trains.

Parents recently held a news 
conference to protest the noise, 
and they were interrupted 16 times 
in a half-hour by train squeals. 

 Sound smorgasbord

On Manhattan’s East Side, 
residents of the Rivergate apart-
ment building on 34th Street are 
subjected to a smorgasbord of 
sound: relentless whirring from 
helicopters at the East 34th Street 
Heliport, traffic whizzing by day 
and night on the Franklin D. 
Roosevelt Drive and ambulances 
heading for New York Universi-
ty’s Langone Medical Center.

After years of complaints about 
90-decibel noise levels in their 

apartments, Rivergate’s manage-
ment installed sound-dampening 
panes.

Sheldon and Gloria Moline sa id 
that when they first moved into 
their 32nd-floor apartment five 
years ago, they had to wear ear-
plugs in their living room with 
the windows closed. Now, the only 
time they use them is when they 
venture out onto the balcony.

“You can’t talk because there’s 
nothing between you and the 
helicopters except six lanes of 
traffic,” Sheldon Moline sa id. 
“There’s nothing you can do 
about it — it’s all legal. … That’s 
living in the city.” 

Takeoffs and landings

Barbara Brown puts up with 
massive jets from John F. Ken-
nedy airport flying full thrust 

as low as about 100 feet over her
house in Queens’ Springfield
Gardens neighborhood, at decibel
levels topping 110.

Every few minutes, the roof
rattles, the ceilings shake and
at night, aircraft lights shine
through windows.

“Whenever a plane is taking off 
or landing, it wakes you up,” sa id
the retired elementary school
principal. “If you’re talking on
the phone, you have to stop. And
you can’t hear the TV in your liv-
ing room.”

A few years ago, the Federal
Aviation Administration rede-
signed New York routes around
Kennedy and LaGuardia airports 
after changing navigation from 
radar to satellite. The greater ac-
curacy allows planes to fly closer 
together but concentrates the
noise. 

Noise is top quality-of-life complaint in NYC

PHOTOS BY RICHARD DREW/AP

 A man puts his fingers into his ears in New York’s Times Square.  Despite efforts to make the city quieter, many people are plagued by constant noise.

Blaring 
Big Apple

 Two  subway trains arrive in the 5th Avenue-Bryant Park station  in 
New York. Roaring electric motors, squealing breaks, whistles and 
bells can fill a subway tunnel as trains pull into the station. 
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and shooting at pursuing police 
officers.

In an application for arrest 
warrants for Nathan Paul Dav-
enport and Matthew Taber An-
nable, FBI Special Agent James 
Patrick lists a string of thefts in 
which the robbers cut the bolts on 
the ATM door, attached a chain 
to a pickup truck and pulled off 
the door to get to the money, the 
Idaho Statesman  reported.

Patrick, who is based in Chey-

enne, Wyo., was investigating the 
Dec. 8 theft of just over $74,000 
from an ATM in Douglas, Wyo., 
when he heard about a similar 
robbery of more than $16,000 
from an ATM in Castle Rock, 
Colo., on Dec. 11.

At that point, Patrick said he 
contacted FBI offices throughout 
the United States to determine 
if similar thefts had occurred 
elsewhere.

An FBI agent in Montana re-

ported a Nov. 3 theft in Billings 
and thefts on Nov. 6 and 13 in 
Missoula that netted a total of just 
over $41,000. 

Special Agent Selena DeVan-
tier noted that a series of ATM 
thefts around the country seemed 
to have been accomplished in the 
same manner.

 Davenport, 34, and Annable, 39, 
were arrested on Jan. 12 in Orem, 
Utah, on suspicion of a Dec. 8 rob-
bery in Douglas, Wyo. 

Critics cut into mayor 
over  pizza etiquette

NY NEW YORK — New
York City Mayor Bill de 

Blasio got his pizza with smoked
mozzarella, sausage and a dash of 
scandal.

The newly installed mayor un-
intentionally spiced up a political
meeting at a Staten Island pizza
joint  this month by digging into 
his slice with a knife and fork.

That’s a no-no for many New
Yorkers, who believe pizza should 
be folded and eaten with their 
hands.

Photos of a utensil-wielding de 
Blasio spread across Twitter and 
prompted mock outrage, some 
even calling for his impeachment.
It was reminiscent of a “Seinfeld” 
episode in which characters make
a stir by eating a candy bar with
flatware.

De Blasio, who prides himself
on his Italian-American heritage, 
later explained that he eats pizza
the way they do in Italy. He starts
with a knife and fork, then uses 
his hands. 

 State probes crash
at horse track

NJ FREEHOLD — State of-
ficials are investigating a 

crash at a New Jersey horse track 
that sent five drivers to a hospital
and injured some horses.

Horses and drivers collided
when the pace car skidded on a
sloppy, icy field at the start of the
fifth race at Freehold Raceway 
on Jan. 10.

New Jersey Racing Commis-
sion executive director Frank
Zanzuccki told the Asbury Park 
Press  the purpose of the investi-
gation is to try to determine what
caused the incident. 

Two drivers required hospital-
ization for their injuries.

Tablets help  Sitka 
Assembly go paperless

AK SITKA — In an effort 
to cut down on provid-

ing printed materials, the Sitka
Assembly has gone paperless.

Each assembly member and top
staffers have all been provided
new iPads as part of the effort.

Previously, each member re-
ceived a packet of paper that
was between 60 and 100 pages.
Packets that included the agenda, 
minutes of the last meeting, or-
dinances and resolutions on the
agenda, supporting information 
and staff recommendations were 
also made available to the media, 
the Daily Sitka Sentinel reported .

That information is now avail-
able on the city’s website, but
members of the public can still
choose to get paper copies.

 The iPads cost $644 apiece, and 
the city is paying for the tablets
and associated software for leg-
islative bodies out of the general
fund. The city will also cover the 
$40 monthly service charge.
From wire reports

AMERICAN ROUNDUP

13
The number of new felonies a previously convicted arsonist faces for allegedly setting a series of fires in Silicon Valley’s 
largest city. Patrick Brennan, 48, was charged recently with 10 counts of arson and three counts of attempted arson for 
the string of fires near downtown San Jose during his arraignment in Santa Clara County Superior Court. Prosecutors say 
the fires caused more than $6 million in damage.

 Business criticized
for MLK ‘black’ sale

MN DULUTH — The 
owner of a Duluth 

store that sells goods from around 
the world is getting some heat 
over a Martin Luther King Day 
sale that offered a discount for 
black-colored merchandise.

The Facebook page for Global 
Village has more than 200 com-
ments largely critical of the sale 
that offered 25 percent off  black-
colored merchandise Monday.

The store’s owner, Rachel 
Mock, said the sale was meant 
as a celebration of the civil rights 
leader  the Rev. Martin Luther 
King Jr. Mock told WDIO-TV  it 
wasn’t her intent to insult, mock 
or offend anyone.

Mock said it’s the fourth year 
they’ve had the sale, but the first 
time people have taken issue with 
it.  

 Motorcycle bandits
sought in robbery

NJ WANAQUE — Police 
in Passaic County are 

searching for two men who robbed 
a convenience store at gunpoint 
and fled on a motorcycle.

Police said the men made two 
employees of the Quick Stop in 
Wanaque on Sunday to lie on 
the floor before the bandits fled 
with an undetermined amount of 
cash.

Police said the bandits shielded 
their faces with motorcycle hel-
mets and bandanas.

The suspects sped away on 
a black Suzuki GSZR-1000 
motorcycle.

 Legislator wants to
allow stronger beer

OH COLUMBUS — Leg-
islation in the Ohio 

House would allow Ohio beers to 
increase their alcohol content.

The Columbus Dispatch re-
ported  that House Bill 391 would 
increase the maximum percent-
age from 12 percent to 21 percent 
for beers produced and sold in 
the state. Democratic Rep. Dan 
Ramos, of Lorain, has been pro-
moting the measure, saying Ohio 
brewers need to be able to use the 
higher alcohol content to compete 
with beer in other states. The 
higher-alcohol beer couldn’t have 
caffeine or other stimulants in it.

“It’s about leveling the play-
ing fields with other states,” said 
Ramos, who has bipartisan sup-
port from 20 co-sponsors .  

Ohio Attorney General Mike 
DeWine said he hopes legisla-
tors will look at how raising the 
alcohol percentage could affect 
drunken driving.

 Marcie Seidel, executive direc-
tor of the Drug Free Action Alli-
ance, thinks the proposed change 
is a bad idea.  

Arrests tied to 7-state 
string of ATM thefts

ID BOISE — The FBI be-
lieves it has solved a 

string of at least 20 ATM thefts 
in seven states with the recent 
arrest of two men in Utah, one of 
whom has been indicted for steal-
ing money from an ATM in Idaho 

THE CENSUS

Wind 1, umbrella 0
Wind inverts the umbrella of a woman walking during Tuesday’s winter storm in Jersey City, N.J . She is 
near the statue dedicated to the Polish officers massacred in Katyn, Russia, in 1940.  

JULIO CORTEZ/AP
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FACES

 BY MEG JAMES

Los Angeles Times 

Former California Gov. Arnold 
Schwarzenegger has a new and 
mystifying role. The 66-year-old 
former bodybuilder and “Termi-
nator” actor is the star of two new 
attention-grabbing commercials 
designed to promote Anheuser-
Busch InBev’s upcoming Super 
Bowl advertising campaign.

“Surprise,” Schwarzeneg-
ger says in one of two Bud Light 
“teaser” ads that debuted on na-
tional television last weekend.

In the spots, California’s 38th 
governor is wearing a shoulder-
length blond wig, black-and-white 
athletic suit and a matching elas-
tic headband — a la 1970s Swed-
ish tennis star Bjorn Borg.

In one of the 16-second ads, 
“Arnold Zipper,” Schwarzenegger 
zips up the athletic jacket. In the 
second spot, “Arnold Warmups,” 
the former governor does a few 
stretching moves, including ap-
pearing to touch his toes, before 
picking up a ping-pong paddle 
and taking a few combative prac-
tice swings in the air.

Anheuser-Busch is keep-
ing under wraps the purpose of 
Schwarzenegger’s appearance in 
the beer company’s Super Bowl 
ad campaign.

“When you introduce a new 

campaign at the Super Bowl called 
‘The Perfect Beer for Whatever 
Happens,’ there’s an expectation 
for the unpredictable,” Rob Mc-
Carthy, vice president of Bud Light 
at Anheuser-Busch, said in a state-
ment. He hinted that the Schwar-
zenegger spots, as well as related 
ones featuring actor Don Cheadle 
(and a llama) and comedian Reg-
gie Watts, would document “an 
unforgettable adventure.”

The company said it has no 
plans to release the full Bud Light 
advertisements until the NFL 
championship game on Feb. 2.  

“Our six Super Bowl ad teas-
ers give viewers a peek behind 
the curtain, but fans will have to 
tune in during the game to see 
how these seemingly unrelated 
events form one cohesive story,” 
McCarthy said. 

Arnold Schwarzenegger 
appearing in ‘teaser’ ads

  Schwarzenegger  
NBC/AP

 Jimmie Walker appeared on the  1970s series “Good Times.” 

Walker still cool with catchphrase
 The Associated Press

Jimmie Walker uttered one 
of the signature catchphrases 
of the 1970s, but it took some 
persuading to get him to do it.

As J.J. Evans on the sitcom 
“Good Times,” Walker shout-
ed “Dy-no-mite!” on every 
episode from 1974 to 1979. 
Walker played the teenage son 
in a working-class black fam-
ily living in a Chicago inner-
city housing project.

Director John Rich came 
up with the phrase, but both 
Walker and executive produc-
er Norman Lear were skepti-
cal about it.

At a Television Critics As-

sociation meeting Tuesday, 
Walker said he told Rich that 
without a storyline, viewers 
wouldn’t buy him saying the 
phrase because they weren’t 
that stupid. But Rich told him 
that they were. Eventually, the 
phrase caught on and people 
waited for him to say it.

Walker says that expecta-
tion never bothered him when 
he was performing at comedy 
clubs.

The 66-year-old Walker con-
tinues to tour the country with 
his standup act. He appears in 
Season 4 of the “Pioneers of 
Television” series that debuts 
April 15 on PBS. 

B.J.  Novak’s  ‘picture’ 
book has no pictures

 B.J. Novak has his own ideas 
about how to tell a children’s 
story. 

The actor and author known
for his work on “The Office” has
a deal with Penguin Young Read-
ers Group for “The Book With
No Pictures,” billed as a “picture
book” with words only. 

As Novak explained in a state-
ment issued Tuesday by the pub-
lisher: Words are just as much fun
as pictures. Plus, he can’t draw. 

“The Book With No Pictures”
is scheduled for the fall. Next
month, Alfred A. Knopf will pub-
lish Novak’s debut fiction collec-
tion, “One More Thing: Stories 
and Other Stories.” He is also 
under contract with Penguin for
a second “picture” book . 

Show to profile author
  PBS will commemorate Black

History Month with shows in-
cluding a profile of “The Color
Purple” author Alice Walker.
The public television service an-
nounced Tuesday that the pro-
gram about Walker will air Feb.
7 as part of the “American Mas-
ters” series.

Other PBS shows marking
Black History Month in Febru-
ary include “American Promise,”
a coming-of-age documentary 
about two young men, and a docu-
mentary about a Mississippi state
commission that investigated foes 
of segregation.
 From The Associated Press

 BY LYNN ELBER

The Associated Press

The makers of TV’s “Sherlock” say 
even a lobbying effort by British Prime 
Minister David Cameron wouldn’t per-
suade them to produce more episodes 
each season.

But “Sherlock” co-creator Steven Mof-
fat and producer Sue Vertue tweaked 
Cameron anyway for lack of effort. It’s 
been more than a month, they noted, 
since he visited China and was asked by 
fans there to press for more of the popu-
lar mystery series.

He praised the drama and told Chi-
nese viewers who submitted the request 
to him online that he would try. But Cam-
eron has yet to contact them, Vertue said 
this week.

A droll Moffat added: “David Cameron, 
calling you on that, mate. ... All of China, 
they’re waiting.”

The British-produced modern take on 
Arthur Conan Doyle’s fictional detec-
tive has been a worldwide hit. It made its 

third-season U.S. debut last Sunday on 
PBS, with husband-and-wife team Mof-
fat and Vertue and star Benedict Cum-
berbatch on hand to promote it.

Fans have to make do with just a hand-
ful of episodes — three this season — as 
the show’s in-demand makers and cast, 
including Martin Freeman and new-
comer (and Freeman’s real-life part-
ner) Amanda Abbington, see to other 
projects.  

“No, it’s a waste of time, sorry, China,” 
Moffat replied when asked if “Sherlock” 
might be expanded to more episodes. The 
nine that have aired since 2010 are the 
equivalent of cranking out nine movies, 
he and Vertue said.

 But why apologize to the Chinese and 
not devotees elsewhere? “Well, China 
were the ones who went to the top and 
asked,” Moffat said.

He and Cumberbatch, who said he ap-
preciated the fervor of fans, agreed they 
are committed to keeping “Sherlock” 
going indefinitely.  

‘Sherlock’ makers sticking 
to abbreviated seasons

Not even a request from British Prime Minister David Cameron would make
seasons of the TV series “Sherlock” — starring    Benedict Cumberbatch, left,

and  Martin Freeman — longer, the show’s makers have said. 
BBC FOR MASTERPIECE/PBS  
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Thursday’s US temperatures

City Hi Lo Wthr
Abilene,  Texas 31 17 Clr
Akron,  Ohio 14 -1 Snow
Albany, N.Y. 13 -2 Cldy
Albuquerque 39 20 Clr
Allentown,  Pa. 22 5 Cldy
Amarillo 23 11 Clr
Anchorage 42 37 Cldy
Asheville 28 6 Cldy
Atlanta 39 15 PCldy
Atlantic City 25 9 Cldy
Austin 43 28 Clr
Baltimore 23 6 Cldy
Baton Rouge 51 26 Cldy
Billings 39 28 Clr
Birmingham 33 12 PCldy
Bismarck 18 16 Clr
Boise 32 24 Cldy
Boston 16 5 Cldy
Bridgeport 19 6 Cldy
Brownsville 75 42 Cldy
Buffalo 11 2 Snow
Burlington, Vt. 2 -16 Clr
Caribou, Maine 5 -14 Clr
Casper 29 16 Clr
Charleston, S.C. 50 20 PCldy
Charleston, W.Va. 16 7 Cldy
Charlotte, N.C. 39 13 PCldy

Chattanooga 28 11 PCldy
Cheyenne 26 16 Clr
Chicago 9 -5 Clr
Cincinnati 11 1 Cldy
Cleveland 15 1 Snow
Colorado Springs 21 8 Snow
Columbia, S.C. 46 18 PCldy
Columbus, Ga. 49 20 PCldy
Columbus, Ohio 12 -2 Cldy
Concord, N.H. 13 -5 PCldy
Corpus Christi 61 34 Rain
Dallas-Ft Worth 35 22 Cldy
Dayton 10 -5 Clr
Daytona Beach 61 33 Clr
Denver 25 12 PCldy
Des Moines 5 3 Clr
Detroit 15 -2 Cldy
Duluth -2 -5 Clr
El Paso 46 31 Cldy
Elkins 10 1 Snow
Erie 12 4 Snow
Eugene 45 26 Cldy
Evansville 12 2 PCldy
Fairbanks 29 13 Cldy
Fargo -1 -1 Clr
Flagstaff 46 19 Clr
Flint 12 -5 Cldy
Fort Smith 28 12 PCldy

Fort Wayne 13 -5 Cldy
Fresno 68 38 Clr
Goodland 22 13 PCldy
Grand Junction 36 12 PCldy
Grand Rapids 14 3 Cldy
Great Falls 44 32 Clr
Green Bay 5 -4 Clr
Greensboro, N.C. 34 11 PCldy
Harrisburg 21 8 Cldy
Hartford Spgfld. 16 2 Cldy
Helena 41 22 PCldy
Honolulu 76 61 Clr
Houston 48 29 Cldy
Huntsville 27 8 Cldy
Indianapolis 9 -3 Clr
Jackson, Miss. 42 16 Cldy
Jacksonville 56 26 Clr
Juneau 46 40 Rain
Kansas City 13 5 Clr
Key West 69 59 Clr
Knoxville 24 9 PCldy
Lake Charles 49 27 Cldy
Lansing 13 1 Cldy
Las Vegas 64 41 Clr
Lexington 16 2 Cldy
Lincoln 17 7 Clr
Little Rock 30 13 Cldy
Los Angeles 72 49 PCldy

Louisville 18 4 Cldy
Lubbock 25 11 Cldy
Macon 48 19 PCldy
Madison 2 -10 Clr
Medford 52 30 Cldy
Memphis 23 12 PCldy
Miami Beach 71 54 Clr
Midland-Odessa 29 16 Clr
Milwaukee 9 -5 Clr
Mpls-St. Paul 0 -3 Clr
Missoula 40 17 Cldy
Mobile 52 20 Cldy
Montgomery 43 14 Clr
Nashville 20 6 PCldy
New Orleans 52 30 Cldy
New York City 18 8 Cldy
Newark 21 8 Cldy
Norfolk, Va. 32 16 PCldy
North Platte 24 7 Clr
Oklahoma City 26 14 Clr
Omaha 14 7 Clr
Orlando 62 36 Clr
Paducah 16 4 PCldy
Pendleton 36 27 Cldy
Peoria 6 -4 Clr
Philadelphia 21 10 Cldy
Phoenix 75 47 Clr
Pittsburgh 15 0 Snow

Pocatello 37 13 PCldy
Portland, Maine 14 -2 PCldy
Portland, Ore. 48 33 PCldy
Providence 18 5 PCldy
Pueblo 21 3 Snow
Raleigh-Durham 37 13 PCldy
Rapid City 29 20 Clr
Reno 49 23 PCldy
Richmond 29 11 PCldy
Roanoke 20 10 Cldy
Rochester 11 3 Snow
Rockford 3 -8 Clr
Sacramento 67 37 Clr
St. Louis 13 3 Clr
St. Petersburg 59 44 Clr
St. Thomas 85 75 Clr
Salem, Ore. 50 27 PCldy
Salt Lake City 38 16 PCldy
San Angelo 34 19 Clr
San Antonio 49 30 Clr
San Diego 65 51 PCldy
San Francisco 64 45 Clr
San Jose 67 40 Clr
San Juan, P.R. 84 72 PCldy
Santa Fe 35 11 Clr
St. Ste Marie -3 -8 Clr
Savannah 53 21 PCldy
Seattle 50 37 Cldy

Shreveport 41 22 Cldy
Sioux City 11 6 Clr
Sioux Falls 8 6 Clr
South Bend 13 -4 Snow
Spokane 35 27 PCldy
Springfield, Ill. 9 -1 Clr
Springfield, Mo. 13 2 PCldy
Syracuse 10 -1 Clr
Tallahassee 55 23 Clr
Tampa 61 38 Clr
Toledo 14 -5 Cldy
Topeka 18 6 Clr
Tucson 74 40 Clr
Tulsa 22 8 Cldy
Tupelo 27 11 PCldy
Waco 40 23 Cldy
Washington 24 10 Cldy
W. Palm Beach 68 50 Clr
Wichita 19 9 PCldy
Wichita Falls 31 15 Clr
Wilkes-Barre 15 4 Cldy
Wilmington, Del. 23 10 Cldy
Yakima 36 26 Cldy
Youngstown 14 -1 Snow

National temperature extremes
Hi: Tue.,  84,  Camarillo,  Calif. 
Lo: Tue.,  -37,  Embarrass,  Minn.

WEATHER OUTLOOK
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Lakenheath

41/31
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39/32
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42/32
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58/56
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59/45

Morón
59/38 Sigonella

65/49

Naples
54/50
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47/40

Pápa
37/32

Souda Bay
63/49

THURSDAY IN EUROPE

Brussels
42/37
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66/60

Baghdad
67/49

Doha
70/48

Kuwait
City

70/52

Riyadh
76/51

Djibouti
82/68

Kandahar
59/34

Kabul
47/26

Manas
34/21

THURSDAY IN THE MIDDLE EAST FRIDAY IN THE PACIFIC

Misawa
27/23

Guam
85/77

Tokyo
50/33

Okinawa
66/58

Sasebo
50/35

Iwakuni
50/34

Seoul
42/29

Osan
44/25 Busan

48/39

The weather is provided by the 
American Forces Network Weather Center, 

2nd Weather Squadron at Offutt Air Force Base, Neb. 

Military rates
Euro costs (Jan. 23) ........................$1.39127
Dollar buys (Jan. 23) .........................€0.7188
British pound (Jan. 23) ........................ $1.70
Japanese yen (Jan. 23) ......................102.00
South Korean won (Jan. 23) ..........1,041.00

Commercial rates
Bahrain (Dinar) ....................................0.3771
Britain (Pound) ....................................1.6565
Canada (Dollar) ...................................1.0973
China (Yuan) ........................................6.0513
Denmark (Krone) ................................5.5040
Egypt (Pound) ......................................6.9670
Euro ...........................................1.3561/0.7374
Hong Kong (Dollar) ............................. 7.7578
Hungary (Forint) .................................222.93
Israel (Shekel) .....................................3.4893
Japan (Yen) ...........................................104.43
Kuwait (Dinar) .....................................0.2828
Norway (Krone) ...................................6.1589
Philippines (Peso).................................45.28
Poland (Zloty) .......................................... 3.07
Saudi Arab (Riyal)...............................3.7505
Singapore (Dollar) ..............................1.2788
So. Korea (Won) ...............................1,070.08
Switzerland (Franc)............................ 0.9108
Thailand (Baht) ..................................... 32.91
Turkey (Lira) .........................................2.2600
(Military exchange rates are those 
available to customers at military banking 
facilities in the country of issuance 
for Japan, South Korea, Germany, the 
Netherlands and the United Kingdom. For 
nonlocal currency exchange rates (i.e., 
purchasing British pounds in Germany), 
check with your local military banking 
facility. Commercial rates are interbank 
rates provided for reference when buying 
currency. All figures are foreign currencies 
to one dollar, except for the British pound, 
which is represented in dollars-to-pound, 
and the euro, which is dollars-to-euro.)

EXCHANGE RATES

INTEREST RATES
Prime rate  ................................................ 3.25
Discount rate  .......................................... 0.75
Federal funds market rate ................... 0.07
3-month bill  ............................................. 0.04
30-year bond  ............................................3.74
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BUSINESS/WEATHER

 BY JONATHAN FAHEY

The Associated Press

NEW YORK  — A second fierce 
blast of winter weather is sapping 
fuel supplies in many regions and 
sending prices for propane and 
natural gas to record highs.

Higher natural gas prices are 
also leading to sharply higher 
wholesale electricity prices as 
power utilities snap up gas at 
almost any price to run power 
plants to meet higher-than-nor-
mal winter demand.

Propane users will get pinched 
the most. Those who find them-
selves suddenly needing to fill 
their tanks could be paying $100 
to $200 more per fill-up than a 
month ago. Homeowners who use 
natural gas and electricity will 
see higher heating bills because 
they’ll use more fuel. Prices 
won’t rise dramatically because 

utilities only buy a small portion 
of the fuel at the elevated prices.

A swirling storm with the po-
tential for more than a foot of 
snow clobbered the Mid-Atlantic 
and the urban Northeast on Tues-
day. The snowstorm will be fol-
lowed by bitter cold as arctic air 
from Canada streams in, caus-
ing homeowners to crank up the 
thermostat.

Michael McCafferty, a propane 
expert at Platts, an energy infor-
mation provider, said the whole-
sale spot price of propane rose 
70 percent between Friday and 
Tuesday to a record $2.45 per 
gallon. He called both the size 
of the jump and the price itself 
“unprecedented.” 

Propane supplies were already 
low for a few reasons. Farmers 
harvested corn late in the year, 
and much of it was wet, forc-
ing them to buy propane to dry 

the grain before storage. Then 
the polar vortex that swept the 
country in early January pushed 
up heating demand . At the same 
time, less propane is arriving 
from Canada because of higher 
demand there and a reversal of 
a pipeline that had brought pro-
pane south.

The Energy Department said 
last week supplies of propane fell 
to the lowest level on record for 
the second week of January.

On Tuesday, prices for natural 
gas for immediate delivery aver-
aged $120 per thousand cubic 
feet in the Northeast, a record, 
according to Samantha Santa 
Maria, managing editor for North 
American natural gas at Platts. 
By comparison, the futures price 
— for delivery a month from now 
— finished the day at $4.43 per 
thousand cubic feet.

“We’ve seen record high 

prices from New York to the 
Carolinas,” she said.

Santa Maria said the prices 
are being driven higher by power 
generators desperate to make 
sure they have enough gas to run 
power plants — and not because 
supplies in the U.S. are particu-
larly tight. “We think a lot of this 
is fear factor,” she said. 

MARKET WATCH

Cold snap draining fuel supplies
Propane, natural gas prices soar to record highs as storm drives heating demands
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VW, GTI, 2012 $22000.00 Black
4 door US spec very fast
sunroof heated seat Graf area
0 1 7 2 8 6 1 6 5 0 5
sreinhold@freenet.de

UMUC Books $35.00 Current
UMUC WRTG 293 and various
CCJS books for sale. All in like
n e w  c o n d i t i o n .
robash1981@yahoo.com

Auto - Quality Pre-owned
US SPEC Vehicles

www.vilseckautosales.com
Free Europe-wide delivery

Books 250

FIAT, PANDA, 2004 $3000.00
This car is already registered in
the USAREUR system. It is in
excellent condition inside and
out. Comes with new brakes
and rotors, Currently has new
winters tires mounted. Also
comes with a set of like new
summer tires on wheels. Will
come with a new 2 year
inspection prior to sell. 475-9640
bmw_m5s2000@yahoo.com

Autos for Sale
- Germany 142

Nissan, Qashqai,  2013
$24000.00 German Spec Simi-
lar to US Model Nissan Rogue -
Perl White - Manual Transmis-
sion - Onboard Navigation Sys-
tem - Radio CD & USB Connect
link MP3 - Blue-Tooth Audio
stream - Panorama glass elec-
tric sunroof - Air Conditioning -
Heated Seats - Rear back-up
camera - Summer and Winter
tires included 0611 705 7207

The Knights of Columbus The
Knights of Columbus Timothy J.
Maude Council #10292 will hold
a Basketball Free Throw Com-
petition on 9 February 2014 at
the Wiesbaden High School
Gym on Hainerberg at 1200
hours. The Competition is for
boys and girls aged 10-14 years
old and is open to all ID card
holders as well as non-ID card
holders. So come on out and
enjoy some round-ball fun!!!
joseph.e.cleboski.civmail.mil

Toyota, FJ Cruiser, 2008
$20000.00 V6 278tq No issues,
heatd seats, fact rr diff lock,
PDC, rr hitch, fact 110v inv-
100&400w, indash 6-disc. AFE
exhaust, K&N intake filt, custom
int storage & molle mounts,
National Luna dual batt sys with
monitor & Optima yellow top batt
& extra 12v plugs frt and rr,
Howling Moon roof top tent, side
awning mount (awning NOT
included), rr door ladder, frt fog
lights with remote control, ft
levelling OME coil springs. Very
offroad capable & ready for long
term overland & camp trips.
Price neg with equipment. eagl
emaint084@hotmail.com

Winter Tires, Winter Tires, 2012
$650.00 Winter Tires for sale.
175 - 65R15 with rims and
sensors added. paid over $900
with VAT. Selling for $650. Used
only 3 months, Like new. 49
015141434114
kellenamiller@yahoo.com

Harley Davidson, Electra-Glide
Ultra Classic, 2009 $16000.00
Inspected Oct. 2013. For sale is
an almost new Black Pearl
Harley FLHTCU-I with 7,550
miles on it. Service was just
completed in August along with
a brand new battery. The bike
will be sold with the current
Screaming Eagle Stage-1 kit,
custom air cleaner, Screaming
Eagle mufflers, Klock Work front
windshield, and Harley David-
son leather covers for both the
front fairing and hard bags. This
is a great running bike that is
ready to go; only selling be-
cause I have found a new toy.
All original part are available as
well. Serious inquiries and offers
only. Happy New Year
015140709607 david.takaki
mfe.usmc.mil

Toyota, Tacoma,  2007
$19000.00 4WD, 4 door. TRD
Offroad, SR5 and Towing Pack-
ages. Pwr Windows & locks,
Cruise, Roof Rack. Silver Exteri-
or, Gray Interior. One owner.
Runs Great. Only 45,000 miles!
Very Good Condition. Sugges-
ted NADA value $23,000. Ask-
ing $19,000. In Ansbach. Call
Eric 015164514574

Volvo, XC 90 - Ocean Race
Edition, 2006 $15555.00 Special
Ocean-Race Edition, Euro
Specs, 2.4 L D5 Diesel engine
with 185 HP, great on gas!
Heated leatherseats, manual
transmission, Volvo high per-
formance sound radio & cd-
system with built in car phone
(x-tra SIM-card required!).
Multi-function steering wheel,
navigation system, bi-xenon
headlights, fog-lights, park-dista
nce-control, trip-computer, 2-
zone AC, cruise control, AWD,
summer tires on 18" alu-rims +
extra winter tires on 17" alu-
rims. Last service in Aug 2012.
Great family car! +49 (0)170
2429490 kris@unleashthesky.c
om

BMW, M3, 2011 $45000.00,
Sedan, $45K, excellent condi-
tion, Competition Package, DCT
Clutch, Metallic Black exterior,
Beige Leather interior, original
owner, lightly driven, garage
parked, US Spec, set of summer
tires, and rear winter tires. Will
be parked at Panzer Barracks
PX lot 25-26 Jan. Contact me at
nkukona@gmail.com if you are
interested.

Motorcycles 164 Trucks 174
Saturn, ION 2, 2007 $5300.00
Only 55,000 miles Recently
passed German emission and
inspection. In Very Good condi-
tion: runs very well, brakes new
G o o d  g a s  m i l e a g e
04915154449842
mike.boyd6sig@gmail.com

Pirelli, Winter Tires Size on
Rims 175.65r15, 2011 $200.00
Pirelli Winter Tires with M&S
mark, meet German require-
ments for wintery weather. Size
175.65r15, Please pick up in
F r a n k f u r t  N o r d e n d
0151-43457884

Mini, Cooper S, 2011
$17000.00 17,000 miles US-
spec, Manual, 6-spd, 4-Cyl,
Turbo, 1.6 Liter, Summer and
brand-new winter tires, Horizon
Blue exterior, Carbon Black
interior, Convenience Pkg Sport
Pkg, AC, Keyless Entry & Start,
Dual Front, Side Air Bags,
Panorama Glass Roof, Hill Start
Assist Control, Traction Control,
Dynamic Stability Control, ABS
(4-Wheel), Tilt & Telescoping
Wheel, AM FM CD & MP3 with
Harman & Kardon Sound Sys-
tem, Bluetooth and Sirius Equip-
ped. Home shipping through
Pentagon Car Sales also
included! 0151-43457884

FREE TOUR to the oldest
coffee roaster in Europe Regis-
ter on Facebook Barbera Italian
Coffee under Events! Barbera
Italian Coffee of America is
sponsoring this tour with HQ
Barbera since 1870, a six
generations family business. Lo-
cation: Zona Industriale
Trentola-Ducenta (Via Larga),
Caserta, Italy Date: Feb 17 at
1000 (special guest: AFN).
Duration: 2 hrs Register for
newsletters and prizes at Email
MarketingBarbera-coffee.com
3452250047

Yamaha, FZ8, 2011 $6500.00
!!! StreetFighter !!! Brand New
tires (3weeks old) Power
Commander Two Brothers Ex-
haust Auto Tuner HID Projector
Headlight with ring Modded
Airbox Synthetic Oil K&N filter
nejelskij@yahoo.com

BMW, 5351, 2011 $40000.00
Space-grey metallic exterior with
Black on Black Interior upgraded
leather. Plus extra winter wheels
and tires, plus winter accesso-
ries. Car andr winter accesso-
ries can be sold separately and
are all negotiable Very, very
nice car! A must see.Test drive
available. Some options include:
Heads up display, Upgraded
Leather, upgraded seats, Peri-
mium and cold weather pack-
age. back-up camera and park-
ing assist. Heated seats and
steering wheel. Non-smoker,
garage kept, dealer maintained.
+491604407303
kristiannoe@yahoo.com

Ford Parts, Shelby GT 500,
2013 Update your mustang with
Salvaged 2013 Shelby GT500
parts: SVT performance pack-
age 6 speed transmission pack-
age (all parts), performance
differential with HP adjustable
shocks, springs and stabilizer,
complete exhaust, 19 (2) and 20
(2) inch wheels. Composit drive
shaft, 15
hubert.h.hill.civ@mail.mill

Kawasaki, KE 175 Enduro,
1981 $150.00 Inspected and
ready for USAREUR registra-
tion. Can deliver. Call:
0171-473-9782

Toyota, RAV 4 2.2 D-CAT 4x4
So, 2006 $14450.00 EU Spec
Garaged, simultaneous five-CD
change player, extinguishers,
Non smoking vehicle, well main-
tained service history, MOT 05
1⁄85, last service was done 05
1⁄83, ABS, Alloy Wheels, Pas-
senger airbag, Electric windows,
ESP, Air conditioning, Climate
control, Fog lights, Radio, Side
airbag, Power Steering, Cruise
Control, Traction control Immo-
bilizer Transmission type: Man-
ual transmission Transitions: 6
Speed, 4 Cylinder, Diesel Fuel
015256108188
jonathon.curetonyahoo.com

Jeep, Wrangler Sport, 2010
$18900.00 3 pc hard top, power
windows and locks. AC, Cruise
Control, factory running boards,
2" hitch receiver 2" drop tongue.
wired for trailer lights, metal
brush guards on all lights,
excellant condition, seats cov-
ered since new 47,000 miles.
3 . 8 L  4 s p d  a u t o m a t i c .
$18,900.00 OBO 015229519182
johnfouch@online.de

Volvo, XC70, 2004 $11750.00,
Cross Country AWD wagon 2.5L
Euro Spec kW & PS 154 209
Asking DAT.de book value of
8,500 Euro OBO.US KBB does
N O T  a p p l y .  1 3 9 , 0 0 0
km.Excellent car PCSd MUST
sell now. USAREUR plated. 2nd
owner. Non-smoker. ABS, AC,
Airbags, Alloy Wheels, AT, 6 CD
Xchanger, Ctrl dr locks, Cruise,
ESP, Fog lights, Wtr pkg,
On-board computer, PS, PW,
PWR sunroof, PWR mirrors,
Side airbags,Rear Wndw dfgr, 4
Wtr tires on rims, Xenon lghts.
Armand 0160-163-5519 arman
d _ l e p a g e @ y a h o o . c o m
RickCady@gmail.com Car is
parked in Wiesbaden resale car
lo t  by bowl ing a l ley.
01701282228

Saturn, Aura, 2007 $8300.00
66,000 miles, One Owner non-
smoker, This car has the
following options: automatic
transmission, traction Assist,
power windows & locks, univer-
sal home remote (for Garage
Doors, etc.), remote start, heat-
ed front seats, auto dimming
rear view mirror with compass,
auto speed conversion to kilo-
meters, power driver & passen-
ger seats, power adjustable
pedals, steering wheel radio
controls, heated folding side
mirrors, split-folding rear seats,
and more! registered through
February 2015. Call Anthony
01751142752 anthony.m.torre
s@gmail.com

BMW, 316i, 1996 $950.00 Com-
pact Automatic Air Conditioner
N e w  R i m  a n d  T i r e s
49625852203
russelldennard@yahoo.com

Volvo, S 60 T5, 2012
$28000.00 Absolutly full loaded
navi rear view camera leather
sunroof US spec 01728616505
sreinhold@freenet.de

Mercedes Benz, C200 CDI,
2007 $10000.00 Excellent Con-
dition (recently serviced and
inspected) Diesel Navigation
Fuel Economy: 800 km hyw;
650km City +32476515910
smd_1966@yahoo.com

Jeep, Liberty Sport, 2006
$11000.00 EU spec, second
owner, low mileage, black, V6,
power windows, AC, single CD
Player, slide panel sun roof, all
season tires 0611 705 7207

Chevy Truck, S10, 1998
$1500.00 Parting out extended
cab pick-up truck: Motor (2.2
liter) 5 speed man. Trans, hood,
fenders, cab, interior, bed,
brakes, ABS, everything is for
sale. Email me for parts list and
prices. stegallt-online.de Wies-
baden area. 06048-952218
roger.m.stegall.civmail.mil

Volvo, C30 , 2009 $14500.00
T5 Hatchback 2DR, Black, US
specs, 1 owner, great condition.
dawnsprytegmail.com
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Harley Davidson, Ultra Classic
Electra Glide, 2010 $17500.00
2010 Ultra Classic Electra Glide,
Vance and Hines MONSTER
OVALS, stage 1 Screamin Ea-
gle air cleaner kit, Fairing lower
Lock box kit, Touring saddlebag
lid rails with LED brake lights,
tour-pak accent rail, Boom!
Audio iPod Interface and more
12,300 miles DSN 466-2332
Home 09491 902163 smithtodd
@t-online.de

FREE TOUR Capodimonte Ital-
ian Porcelain studio Exquisite
craftsmanship admired in all
corners of the world, now
available for you to see, touch,
photograph, buy (credit cards
accepted) and even learn how
to do it (separate classes). This
tour is FREE for US, NATO
members and their dependents
(ID required). Making the visit
list for Feb 1 at 10 AM. Duration
of the tour: ~1 hr Location:
Napoli (Calvizzano) Children
over 12 yrs are welcome under
the strict supervision of adults.
Photographs are encouraged.
Con tac t@EasyF igu re . com
3452250047

Autos for Sale
- Benelux 150

Events 041
Ford, Mustang GT Premium,
V8, 2007 $18700.00, Like New,
Excellent Condition, Black met-
allic , Automatic, only 23Tmiles,
Garage Kept, dual exhaust, new
tires, only $18700. OBO must
see and price negotiable. Call
Wayne today 0176-79730505 or
mail logisticsoperations@yahoo
.com

RAV 4 2.2Toyota, D-CAT 4x4
$14450.00 EU Spec Garaged,
simultaneous five-CD change
player, extinguishers, Non
smoking vehicle, well main-
tained service history, MOT 05
1⁄85, last service was done 05 &
13, ABS, Alloy Wheels, Passen-
ger airbag, Electric windows,
ESP, Air conditioning, Climate
control, Fog lights, Radio, Side
airbag, Power Steering, Cruise
Control, Traction control Immo-
bilizer Transmission type: Man-
ual transmission Transitions: 6
Speed, 4 Cylinder, Diesel Fuel
015256108188
jonathon.cureton@yahoo.com

AUDI, A6 QUATTRO, 1995
$1500.00 German Specs, Auto-
matic transmission, All Wheel
Drive, Heated Leather Seats
(both front and rear), Wood
grain trim, Car alarm, CD player.
New Summer tires and Sport
rims (only used 2 mos). AC
(needs Freon charge). Car
driven from Ansbach to Ram-
stein, Italy and Garmisch often.
Great family car and spacious
for hauling large items inside.
Car gets 700+km per full tank of
gas. 295,000km of autobahn
kilometers! tclavonaol.com
01622550236 or 01622565908

Harley Davidson, Softtail
Springer Classic,  2005
$13500.00 Black and Silver.
Beach bars. Thunder Header.
Single seat. Less than 6K miles.
3142586002 roy.a.rathbun@ng
a.mil

** Explore Garmisch**
Hotel Forsthaus Oberau 8 km

Nth of Garmisch Hot tub/sauna
35eur PP, DBL occp, free brkfst,

dogs welcome. 08824-9120
www.forsthaus-oberau.de

Autos for Sale
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Toyota, Tacoma SR5 Double
Cab, 2011 $25500.00 This is a
black V6 TRD 4WD. Extras
included: $2,600.00 transferable
extend warranty, $639.00 Zie-
bart overseas vehicle protection
package, $255.00 bed divider,
$30.00 cargo net, and an $80.00
bed net. Any questions can be
directed to the below email
address or to my cell which can
only be accessed by registered
users. please, only contact me
with serious inquires or offers.
C o n t a c t  e m a i l :
j e r e m y t h 8 2 @ y a h o o . c o m
017664939936

** Come Visit Garmisch**
Hotel Forsthaus Oberau 8 km

Nth of Garmisch Hot tub/sauna
36eur PP, DBL occp, free brkfst,

dogs welcome. 08824-9120
www.forsthaus-oberau.de

MINI, Cooper JCW (John Coop-
er Works), 2010 $23500.00
White with black rally stripes.
Interior: black leather w white
piping. Immaculate performance
car with all the bells and
whistles--sport car handling,
high-performance yet fuel effi-
cient engine. 1.6L turbo engine
208 hp, 6-speed, nav (US &
Europe maps), heated seats,
sunroof, prem. sound with sub,
backup cam, roof rack, 2 sets of
seasonal mounted run-flat tires
on alloy rims incl. NA spec.
Incredibly fun to drive; tops at
140+ mph perfect for Autobahn
road trips. Priced $1700 below
blue book
dalesmith71@hotmail.com

Travel 1000

Ford, Mustang GT Premium,
2010 $19000.00 Ex Cond! Sun-
set Gold color, 4.6 liter motor
with 315 HP & 325 Tq. Auto
trans, power everything, Heath-
ed blk leather seats, Multi disc
stereo, with SYNC system, USB
and bluetooth inputs. AC, fog-
lights, ABS, Trac Control. Roush
cold air intake. Car looks and
runs like new! Only selling to
finance another motorcycle.
KBB private party value is
$22,269 and I'm asking $19,000.
Car is located just south of
Munich, but I'm willing to drive to
make a deal. Thanks for looking.
0160 8496794
speederboy@hotmail.com

Autos for Sale
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Porsche, Cayenne GTS, 2008
$40500.00 Cayenne GTS (with
PORSCHE warranty until Aug
2014) for sale in GTS Red.
78,000 miles. US-spec, 405 HP,
4.8L V8 auto. Handles like the
sports car that it is. LOADED.
PDCC, seat heat, cruise, Alcan-
tara leather, dual zone climate
control. I'm second owner. All
service records on hand. Title
in-hand. Price neg. Will sell with
extra 20" winter tires & wheels,
rubber mats, cargo bars, cargo
cover, extra 0w-40 Mobil1 syn
oil. Looking to sell QUICKLY.
Email preferred. Vehicle is in
Stuttgart. SERIOUS BUYERS
+4917632362538 fullbirdmusic
gmail.com

Toyota, Tacoma,  2007
$19000.00 V6, 4WD, 4 door.
TRD Offroad, SR5 and Towing
Packages. Power Windows
ocks, Cruise Control, Roof
Rack. Silver Exterior, Gray
Interior. One owner. Runs
Great. Very Good Condition
inside and out. Only 45,000
miles. Suggested NADA value
$23,775. In Ansbach. Call Eric
015164514574

Harley Davidson, Road King
FLHR, 2009 $12500.00 I've put
about 100 miles on this bike in
the last 12 months and just don't
have time for it anymore. I have
over $22,000 invested and I my
lowest priced offered. The bike
as after-market HD hand grips,
lighted passenger foot rests,
lighted mirrors and Vance&
Hines slip on exhaust. Addition-
ally this comes with a Garmin
Zumo 660 (Europe maps),
speakers, heated HD gloves,
HD rain suit and touring bike
service manual. Bike is paid for
and located on Clay Kaserne
(Wiesbaden). +491622676445
pdefohotmail.com

Porsche, 911 Convertable,
1999 $18100.00 US Specs.
Perfect running order, has hard
top which can easily be attach-
ed. Price is bluebook value. I
purchased the windprotector
which I'll throw in for free. Want
to sell due to possible relocation
0 1 5 1 1 5 2 8 5 9 4 7
jezek301@hotmail.com

Ford, Escape, 2008 $10000.00
Excellent condition, 4WD, auto-
matic SUV with no dents or
dings. 85,000 miles. Family
owned with only one child so
interior is neat and clean. New
front brake pads & rotors and
new rear drums & pads. Oil
changed every 4,000 miles.
Winter tires (no rims) and
summer tires, both in great
condition. Always passes annual
inspection with no issues. Blue
Book is $10,000 but negotiable
as I must sell this vehicle, I am
retiring and can't take it where I
am retiring. Email or call for
interior photos or questions.
015115325827

Volvo, XC90 R-Design, 2010
$27999.00 3.2 AWD, 6 speed
geartronic, 46,000 miles, black
sapphire metallic, automatic, air
conditioning, third row seating,
power&heated seats, power loc
ks&windows&sunroof, cruise
control, CD player, navigation
system, xenon active bending
lights, tinted windows, 19in
factory wheels with summer
tires (wheels currently on the car
won't be sold. I attached a
picture of the factory R-Design
wheels). Floor mats are brand
new! Extras: Multimedia Pack-
age, BLIS (blind spot informa-
tion system), Climate Package.
0176-10332547
frankandnessagmail.com

TOYOTA, Seinna XLE, 2000
$3995.00 Price REDUCED.
Save $400 KBB. Engine: 6-Cyl
3.0L, Automatic Transmission,
Mileage: 163K, U.S. Specs, 4
Brand New TIRES! Front Wheel
Drive, Cruise Control, AC, Moon
Roof, Tilt Wheel, Leather Seats,
Power Steering, Power Win-
dows & Seat, AM FM Stereo 6
CD Changer, ABS, Portable
DVD Player with (2) Screens,
TOMTOM Navigation System
with European Maps, Tow Pack-
age, Roof Rack, Alloy Wheels,
Dual Air Bags, Kelly Blue Book
value $4,398. US & NATO ID
Card Holders ONLY! Available
on 24JAN14 date is Negotiable
rob.macksonhotmail.com

Opel, Astra, 1992 $1500.00,
Opel Astra wagon, one owner
well maintained, new all weather
tires. Automatic and passed
inspection on 10 January. Excel-
lent car with all papers.
0 1 7 9 9 1 5 7 8 8 2
schroe19k@yahoo.com

Harley Davidson, Road King
Classic, 2012 $18500.00 Need
to sell my New Road King as I
cannot take it to Japan. Pearl
Blue & Vivid Black two Tone,
absolutely perfect, ABS, Securi-
ty System, Windshield, 4 Pt
Docking hardware & Passenger
high backrest, Upgraded Grips,
Plasma Blue LED Lights with
remote, Street Glide Tail light
swap with lower plate mount,
Heritage Style handlebars for
comfort, 1100 miles. save $6
grand from new for this model. I
do not have the title in hand as it
is still financed but I am 100%
sure it will be easy to obtain fast.
dana.bovender@yahoo.com
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COLLEGE BASKETBALL ROUNDUP

The Associated Press

EAST LANSING, Mich. — Gary Har-
ris scored 20 of his 24 points in the sec-
ond half, helping No. 3 Michigan State 
beat Indiana 71-66 on Tuesday night to 
remain unbeaten in the Big Ten.

The Spartans (18-1, 7-0) have won 11 
straight games, extending their best one-
loss start in a season in school history.

The Hoosiers (12-7, 2-4) have lost two 
straight and four of six.

Michigan State went on a 10-2 run to 
take a 62-52 lead with 4:29 left, but led by 
just four points after Yogi Ferrell made a 
three-pointer with 36 seconds left. Keith 
Appling made one of two free throws 
on the ensuing possession and Stanford 
Robinson’s runner pulled the Hoosiers 
within three points.

Travis Trice made two free throws 
with 13.7 seconds left to give the Spar-
tans a five-point lead, essentially sealing 
their 18th win in 19 home games against 
Indiana.

The Spartans were missing center Ad-
reian Payne for a fourth straight game 
with a sprained right foot. The Hoosiers 
didn’t have senior forward Will Sheehey 
in the starting lineup for the first time 
this season after he injured an ankle in a 
home loss to Northwestern.

No. 14 Kentucky 68, Texas A&M 51: 
Alex Poythress scored a season-high 16 
points for the host Wildcats.

Poythress and 7-foot freshman Dakari 
Johnson eagerly picked up the slack in-
side for Kentucky (14-4, 4-1 Southeast-

ern Conference) with struggling 7-foot 
pivot man Willie Cauley-Stein limited 
by foul trouble. Poythress worked inside 
for baskets and got to the free throw line, 
hitting five straight during his 7-0 run 
that put the Wildcats up 44-33 with 14 ½ 
minutes remaining.

The sophomore forward was 4-for-7 
from the field and had five rebounds and 
two blocks in 25 minutes.

Johnson added seven rebounds, six 
points and a career-high three blocks as 
the Wildcats outrebounded the Aggies 
42-24.

James Young added 15 points and 
seven rebounds while Julius Randle had 
13 points with 11 rebounds for Kentucky 
which shot 44 percent (22-for-50) from 
the field and was 18-for-27 at the free-
throw line.

Alex Caruso and Davonte Fitzgerald 
had 12 points each for Texas A&M (12-6, 
3-2), which shot 37 percent in losing its 
second straight.

No. 20 Pittsburgh 76, Clemson 43: 
Talib Zanna scored 22 points on near 
flawless shooting for the host Panthers.

Zanna connected on nine of 10 shots, 
most of them dunks or layups, as Pitts-
burgh (17-2, 5-1 ACC) bounced back 
from a loss to No. 2 Syracuse.

Lamar Patterson added 13 points, six 
rebounds and four assists for Pitt, which 
ended Clemson’s three-game winning 
streak.

K.J. McDaniels battled early foul 
trouble and finished with 11 points for 

the Tigers but Clemson was never in it. 
Pitt needed less than 10 minutes to build 
a double-digit lead and cruised while 
handing the Tigers their worst loss of 
the season.

Clemson came in ranked third in the 
country in three-point defense but could 
do little more than watch as the Panthers 
hit 4 of 7 three-pointers during a near 
flawless opening 20 minutes. Pitt made 
12 baskets during the first half, and re-
corded assists on all 12 in taking a 37-20 
lead.

Texas 67, No. 22 Kansas St. 64: Jon-
athan Holmes made a catch-and-shoot 
three-pointer at the buzzer to send the 
host Longhorns to their fourth straight 
victory in the Big 12 and second in a row 
over a ranked team.

Texas had almost blown its chance for 
the game-winner when it nearly botched 
an inbounds pass with 3 seconds left. 
But after a quick timeout, Isaiah Taylor 
zipped the ball to the Holmes in the left 
corner and he put up the shot over two 
defenders. The ball swished through the 
basket at the buzzer and Holmes was 
mobbed by his teammates.

Javan Felix scored 23 points to lead 
Texas (15-4, 4-2) and Cam Ridley scored 
18. Holmes finished with 10 points.

Thomas Gipson scored 24 points for 
Kansas State (14-5, 4-2), which had tied 
the game at 64 on Shane Southwell’s 
twisting, off-balance layup with 5 sec-
onds to play after Felix had missed two 
free throws.

Michigan State remains unbeaten in Big Ten

AL GOLDIS/AP

Michigan State’s Gary Harris, center, puts up 
a shot and draws a foul from Indiana’s Jeff 
Howard, left, and Evan Gordon during the 
second half of Tuesday’s game in East Lansing, 
Mich. Harris led Michigan State with 24 points.
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SCOREBOARD

Go to the American Forces 
Network website for the most 
up-to-date TV schedules.
myafn.net

Sports 
on AFN

College basketball Tennis

College hockey

Deals

Tuesday’s men’s scores
EAST

Castleton St. 100, New England 82
Georgia Tech 68, Boston College 60
Pittsburgh 76, Clemson 43
Providence 65, Butler 56
UConn 90, Temple 66

SOUTH
Barton 83, Pfeiffer 59
FAU 68, Harvard 53
Florida St. 76, Notre Dame 74
Kentucky 68, Texas A&M 51
King (Tenn.) 75, Belmont Abbey 71
LSU 77, Missouri 71
Nicholls St. 87, McNeese St. 79, OT

MIDWEST
Michigan St. 71, Indiana 66
Missouri St. 64, Evansville 61
Northwestern 63, Purdue 60, 2OT
Wright St. 73, Milwaukee 57

SOUTHWEST
SMU 70, Rutgers 56
Texas 67, Kansas St. 64

FAR WEST
Concordia (Ore.) 92, Portland Bible 43
New Mexico 84, Boise St. 75 

Men’s schedule
Thursday, Jan. 23

EAST
Hartford at Binghamton
LIU Brooklyn at Bryant
St. Francis (NY) at Fairleigh Dickinson
Mass.-Lowell at Maine
Fairfield at Monmouth (NJ)
Albany (NY) at New Hampshire
Sacred Heart at Robert Morris
St. Peter’s at Siena
Mount St. Mary’s at St. Francis (Pa.)
Seton Hall at St. John’s
CCSU at Wagner
Nebraska at Penn St.

SOUTH
Florida at Alabama
Elon at Chattanooga
North Florida at ETSU
Tulane at East Carolina
Wofford at Georgia Southern
Stetson at Kennesaw St.
Florida Gulf Coast at Mercer
Southern Miss. at Old Dominion
Davidson at W. Carolina
Appalachian St. at The Citadel
Charlotte at Louisiana Tech
Jacksonville at SC-Upstate
Jacksonville St. at Austin Peay
Morehead St. at Belmont
W. Kentucky at Louisiana-Monroe
Houston at Memphis
Tennessee Tech at Murray St.
UNC Greensboro at Samford
E. Kentucky at Tennessee St.
E. Illinois at UT-Martin
Georgia St. at Louisiana-Lafayette

MIDWEST
W. Michigan at Kent St.
Illinois at Ohio St.
Valparaiso at Youngstown St.
Buffalo at Ball St.
Sacramento St. at North Dakota
SIU-Edwardsville at SE Missouri
South Dakota at W. Illinois
Denver at Nebraska-Omaha
UCF at Cincinnati

SOUTHWEST
Northwestern St. at Cent. Arkansas
UAB at North Texas
Marshall at Rice
Texas St. at UALR
Lamar at Abilene Christian
New Orleans at Houston Baptist
Sam Houston St. at Incarnate Word
Stephen F. Austin at Oral Roberts
SE Louisiana at Texas A&M-CC
Troy at Texas-Arlington
Middle Tennessee at Tulsa

FAR WEST
Colorado at Arizona
Utah at Arizona St.
Idaho at Grand Canyon
Montana St. at Weber St.
S. Utah at E. Washington
Montana at Idaho St.
N. Arizona at N. Colorado
UMKC at Utah Valley
Chicago St. at CS Bakersfield
Cal Poly at Cal St.-Fullerton
San Diego at Gonzaga
Loyola Marymount at Pacific
BYU at Portland
Pepperdine at Saint Mary’s (Cal)
Hawaii at UC Davis
CS Northridge at UC Irvine
UC Santa Barbara at UC Riverside
Stanford at UCLA
Oregon at Washington

Friday, Jan. 24
EAST

Quinnipiac at Iona
Rider at Manhattan
Marist at Niagara
Vermont at Stony Brook

SOUTH
Lipscomb at N. Kentucky

MIDWEST
Detroit at Milwaukee 

Tuesday’s women’s scores
EAST

Castleton St. 63, New England Coll. 49
Quinnipiac 54, Rider 44

SOUTH
Barton 95, Pfeiffer 80
Berry 96, Toccoa Falls 54
Charleston Southern 68, Presbyterian 

50
King (Tenn.) 52, Belmont Abbey 49
Nicholls St. 71, McNeese St. 63
Randolph-Macon at Washington & 

Lee, ppd.
Roanoke at Randoph, ppd.
South Florida 57, Cincinnati 48

MIDWEST
Alverno 75, Concordia (Ill.) 33
Concordia (Wis.) 66, Edgewood 64
Ill.-Chicago 69, Valparaiso 51
Marquette 87, Providence 79
Milwaukee Engineering 75, Marian 

(Wis.) 63
Oklahoma 75, Iowa St. 54
Seton Hall 72, Xavier 62
Wis. Lutheran 58, Lakeland 43

SOUTHWEST
Louisville 93, Houston 52

Women’s schedule
Thursday, Jan. 23

EAST
New Hampshire at Albany (N.Y.)
Binghamton at Hartford
Niagara at Manhattan
Saint Peter’s at Marist
Hofstra at Northeastern
Clemson at Syracuse
Maine at UMass-Lowell
Stony Brook at Vermont

SOUTH
Kennesaw St. at ETSU
Mercer at S.C.-Upstate
Georgia St. at Louisiana-Lafayette
Florida at Tennessee
Maryland at Virginia
Winthrop at Campbell
Gardner-Webb at Charleston South-

ern
UNC Asheville at Coastal Carolina
Towson at Coll. of Charleston
Duke at Florida St.
Radford at High Point
Drexel at James Madison
Alabama at Kentucky
Longwood at Liberty
Mississippi St. at Mississippi
Boston College at N.C. State
North Florida at Stetson
William & Mary at UNC Wilmington
Georgia Tech at Virginia Tech
North Carolina at Wake Forest
Jacksonville at Florida Gulf Coast
Auburn at LSU

MIDWEST
Ball St. at Toledo
Ohio at Akron
E. Michigan at Bowling Green
Oakland at Cleveland St.
Ohio St. at Michigan
Illinois at Michigan St.
Northwestern at Purdue
CSU Bakersfield at Chicago St.
Wright St. at Milwaukee
Texas A&M at Missouri
Buffalo at N. Illinois
W. Illinois at South Dakota
Utah Valley at UMKC
Detroit at Valparaiso
Miami at Notre Dame
Wisconsin at Minnesota

SOUTHWEST
New Orleans at Houston Baptist
Stephen F. Austin at Oral Roberts
SE Louisiana at Texas A&M-CC
Lamar at Abilene Christian
Northwestern St. at Cent. Arkansas
Sam Houston St. at Incarnate Word

FAR WEST
N. Colorado at N. Arizona
San Francisco at BYU
Nebraska Omaha at Denver
Grand Canyon at Idaho
Idaho St. at Montana
Weber St. at Montana St.
Santa Clara at San Diego
Portland St. at S. Utah
Cal St. Fullerton at Cal Poly
UC Irvine at CS Northridge
Gonzaga at Loyola Marymount
Portland at Pepperdine
North Dakota at Sacramento St.
UC Riverside at UC Santa Barbara
UC Davis at Hawaii

Friday, Jan. 24
EAST

Canisius at Fairfield
Iona at Monmouth (N.J.)
Siena at Rider
Brown at Yale

MIDWEST
Bradley at N. Iowa
Loyola of Chicago at Drake

FAR WEST
Southern Cal at California
Arizona at Colorado
Washington at Oregon St.
Arizona St. at Utah
Washington St. at Oregon
UCLA at Stanford 

Australian Open
Wednesday

At Melbourne Park
Melbourne, Australia

Purse: $29.72 million (Grand Slam)
Surface: Hard-Outdoor

Singles
Men

Quarterfinals
Rafael Nadal (1), Spain, def. Grigor 

Dimitrov (22), Bulgaria, 3-6, 7-6 (3), 7-6 
(7), 6-2.

Roger Federer (6), Switzerland, def.
Andy Murray (4), Britain, 6-3, 6-4, 6-7 (6), 
6-3.

Women
Quarterfinals

Dominika Cibulkova (20), Slovakia, def. 
Simona Halep (11), Romania, 6-3, 6-0.

Agnieszka Radwanska (5), Poland,
def. Victoria Azarenka (2), Belarus, 6-1, 
5-7, 6-0.

Doubles
Men

Quarterfinals
Michael Llodra and Nicolas Mahut 

(13), France, def. Leander Paes, India,
and Radek Stepanek (5), Czech Republic,
6-2, 7-6 (4).

Lukasz Kubot, Poland, and Robert 
Lindstedt (14), Sweden, def. Max Mirnyi,
Belarus, and Mikhail Youzhny, Russia, 6-
4, 5-7, 6-2.

Women
Semifinals

Ekaterina Makarova and Elena Vesn-
ina (3), Russia, def. Raquel Kops-Jones 
and Abigail Spears (8), United States, 7-
5, 3-6, 6-3.

Sara Errani and Roberta Vinci (1), Italy,
def. Kveta Peschke, Czech Republic, and 
Katarina Srebotnik (4), Slovenia, 6-1, 6-4.

Mixed
Quarterfinals

Zheng Jie, China, and Scott Lipsky, 
United States, def. Anabel Medina Garri-
gues, Spain, and Bruno Soares (5), Brazil,
3-6, 6-4, 10-7.

Jarmila Gajdosova and Matthew Eb-
den, Australia, def. Katarina Srebotnik,
Slovenia, and Rohan Bopanna (2), India,
7-5, 6-3.

Tuesday’s scores
EAST

Boston College 4, Merrimack 1
Fredonia State 5, Elmira 4 

EXHIBITION
Maine 4, New Brunswick 3, OT

Tuesday’s transactions
BASEBALL

American League
CHICAGO WHITE SOX — Agreed to 

terms with RHPs Dylan Axelrod, Parker 
Frazier, Brian Omogrosso, Omar Poveda 
and Zach Putnam; LHPs David Purcey 
and Mauricio Robles; C Hector Gimenez, 
INF Alex Liddi; and OF Denis Phipps on 
minor league contracts. Named Tommy 
Thompson manager of Winston-Salem 
(Carolina), Pete Rose Jr. manager of 
Kannapolis (SAL), Charlie Poe manager 
of Great Falls (Pioneer), Mike Gellinger 
manager of the AZL White Sox, and 
Vance Law assistant minor league hit-
ting coordinator.

KANSAS CITY ROYALS — Agreed to 
terms with OF Justin Maxwell on a one-
year contract.

TORONTO BLUE JAYS — Agreed to 
terms with OF Ricardo Nanita on a minor 
league contract.

National League
LOS ANGELES DODGERS — Signed Cs 

Miguel Olivo and Griff Erickson to minor 
league contracts.

PHILADELPHIA PHILLIES — Agreed to 
terms with LHP Antonio Bastardo on a 
one-year contract. Agreed to terms with 
OF Bobby Abreu and RHP Chad Gaudin 
on minor league contracts.

ST. LOUIS CARDINALS — Agreed to 
terms with C Ed Easley and INF Scott 
Moore on minor league contracts.

WASHINGTON NATIONALS — Agreed 
to terms with RHP Clay Hensley on a mi-
nor league contract.

BASKETBALL
National Basketball Association

NBA — Fined Indiana G Lance Stephen-
son $5,000 for violating the anti-flopping 
rules for the second time this season, 
during a Jan. 20 at Golden State.

CHICAGO BULLS — Traded G Marquis 
Teague to Brooklyn for F Toko Shengelia.
Women’s National Basketball Association

ATLANTA DREAM — Named Angela 
Taylor executive vice president and gen-
eral manager.

FOOTBALL
National Football League

ARIZONA CARDINALS — Signed P Dave 
Zastudil to a two-year contract.

CINCINNATI BENGALS — Named Vance 
Joseph assistant defensive backs coach.

DETROIT LIONS — Named Joe Lombar-
di offensive coordinator.

GREEN BAY PACKERS — Promoted Ni-
cole Ledvina to vice president of human 
resources.

MIAMI DOLPHINS — Named Mark Duff-
ner linebacker coach.

NEW ENGLAND PATRIORS — Signed 
DL Marcus Forston to a reserve/future 
contract.

SAN FRANCISCO 49ERS — Announced 
co-owner Gideon Yu resigned as presi-
dent. Promoted Paraag Marathe to pres-
ident. Named Al Guido chief operating 
officer.

TAMPA BAY BUCCANEERS — Named 
Jason Licht general manager.

HOCKEY
National Hockey League

ANAHEIM DUCKS — Reassigned D Sami 
Vatanen to Norfolk (AHL) and D Andrew 
O’Brien from Utah (ECHL) to Norfolk.

NEW JERSEY DEVILS — Assigned F Cam 
Janssen to Albany (AHL). Activated RW 
Damien Brunner from injured reserve.

NEW YORK RANGERS — Agreed to 
terms with G David LeNeveu.

WASHINGTON CAPITALS — Recalled D 
Nate Schmidt from Hershey (AHL).

MOTORSPORTS
WATKINS GLEN INTERNATIONAL —

Named Levi Palmer as corporate sales 
executive.

SOCCER
Major League Soccer

COLORADO RAPIDS — Traded M Tony 
Cascio to Houston for an international 
roster spot. Signed F Charles Eloundou.

COLUMBUS CREW — Traded an inter-
national roster slot to Vancouver for a 
2014 third-round draft pick.

COLLEGE
INDIANA — Named Kevin Johns offen-

sive coordinator and Larry McDaniel de-
fensive line coach. Reassigned offensive 
assistant James Patton to tight ends and 
fullbacks coach.

 LOUISIANA TECH — Named Manny 
Diaz defensive coordinator.

 NORTHWESTERN — Announced RB 
Venric Mark was granted a medical hard-
ship waiver by the Big Ten and is eligible 
to return for a fifth season in 2014. 

Pro football

NFL playoffs
Wild-card Playoffs

Saturday, Jan. 4
Indianapolis 45, Kansas City 44
New Orleans 26, Philadelphia 24

Sunday, Jan. 5
San Diego 27, Cincinnati 10
San Francisco 23, Green Bay 20

Divisional Playoffs
Saturday, Jan. 11

Seattle 23, New Orleans 15
New England 43, Indianpolis 22

Sunday, Jan. 12
San Francisco 23, Carolina 10
Denver 24, San Diego 17

Conference Championships
Sunday, Jan. 19

Denver 26, New England 16
Seattle 23, San Francisco 17

Pro Bowl
Sunday, Jan. 26

At Honolulu
Team Rice vs. Team Sanders

Super Bowl
Sunday, Feb. 2

At East Rutherford, N.J.
Denver vs. Seattle

Pro Bowl draft picks
Sunday, Jan. 26

At Aloha Stadium
Honolulu

Completion of Pro Bowl draft will take 
place Wednesday, Jan. 22

(THROUGH DAY 1)
TEAM RICE

Quarterbacks (1) — Drew Brees, New 
Orleans

Defensive Ends (1) — Robert Quinn, 
St. Louis

Guards (3) — Jahri Evans, New Or-
leans; Ben Grubbs, New Orleans; Evan 
Mathis, Philadelphia

Interior Linemen (3) — Marcell Da-
reus, Buffalo; Jason Hatcher, Dallas; Kyle 
Williams, Buffalo

Centers (2) — Ryan Kalil, Carolina; 
Nick Mangold, N.Y. Jets

Specialists (3) — Justin Bethel, Arizo-
na; Johnny Hekker, St. Louis; Matt Over-
ton, Indianapolis

Fullback (1) — Mike Tolbert, Carolina
TEAM SANDERS

Running Backs (1) — Jamaal Charles, 
Kansas City

Defensive Ends (1) — J.J. Watt, Hous-
ton

Guards (3) — Kyle Long, Chicago; Lo-
gan Mankins, New England; Marshal 
Yanda, Baltimore

Interior Linemen (3) — Gerald McCoy, 
Tampa Bay; Dontari Poe, Kansas City; 
Ndamukong Suh, Detroit

Centers (2) — Alex Mack, Cleveland; 
Mike Pouncey, Miami

Specialists (3) — Brandon Fields, Mi-
ami; J.J. Jansen, Carolina; Matthew Slat-
er, New England

Fullback (1) — Marcel Reece, Oakland

Boxing

Fight schedule
Jan. 24

At Resorts International, Atlantic City, 
N.J., Curtis Stevens vs. Patrick Majew-
ski, 10, middleweights; Thabiso Mchunu 
vs. Olanrewaju Durodola, 10, cruiser-
weights.

At Fantasy Springs Casino, Indio, Ca-
lif., Cornelius Bundrage vs. Joey Hernan-
dez, 12, IBF junior middleweight elimi-
nator; Antonio Orozco vs. Miguel Angel 
Huerta, 10, junior welterweights.

At Little Creek Casino Resort, Shelton, 
Wash., Javier Molina vs. Kendall Holt, 10, 
welterweights; Rico Ramos vs. Jonathan 
Arrellano, 10, featherweights.

Jan. 25
At Stuttgart, Germany, Marco Huck vs. 

Firat Arslan, 12, for Huck’s WBO cruiser-
weight title.

At New York, Mikey Garcia vs. Juan 
Carlos Burgos, 12, for Garcia’s WBO ju-
nior lightweight title; Bryant Jennings vs. 
Artur Szpilka, 10, heavyweights; Seanie 
Monaghan vs. Fabio Garrido, 10, light 
heavyweights.

At DC Armory, Washington, Lamont 
Peterson vs. Dierry Jean, 12, for Peter-
son’s IBF junior welterweight title; Jer-
mell Charlo vs. Gabriel Rosado, 10, junior 
middleweights.

At The Golden Nugget, Atlantic City, 
N.J., Derric Rossy vs. Joey Dawejko, 10, 
heavyweights.

Jan. 30
At Barclays Center, Brooklyn, N.Y., 

Victor Ortiz vs. Luis Collazo, 10, welter-
weights; Eddie Gomez vs. Daquan Arnett, 
10, junior middleweights.

Jan. 31
At Richard J. Codey Arena, West Or-

ange, N.J., Jorge Diaz vs. Luis Rosa, 10, 
super bantamweights.

Feb. 1
At Monte Carlo, Gennady Golovkin vs. 

Osumanu Adama, 12, for Golovkin’s WBA 
World middleweight title; Martin Mur-
ray vs. Jarrod Fletcher, 12, for Murray’s 
WBA interim middleweight titlte; Ilunga 
Makabu vs. Nathan Cleverly, 10, cruiser-
weights; Nkosinathi Joyi vs. Rey Loreto, 
12, for the vacant IBO light flyweight 
title.

Feb. 5
At Kaikou, China, Xiong Zhao Zhong 

vs. Oswaldo Novoa, 12, for Xiong’s WBC 
minimumweight title; Qiu Xiao Jun vs. Ja-
son Cooper, 10, super bantamweights.

Feb. 7
At UIC Pavilion, Chicago, Jonathan 

Gonzalez vs. Norberto Gonzalez, 10, mid-
dleweights; Kamil Laszczyk vs. Daniel 
Diaz, 10, featherweights. 

Pro baseball

Calendar
 Feb. 6 — Voluntary reporting date for 

Arizona and Los Angeles Dodgers pitch-
ers, catchers and injured players.

Feb. 11 — Voluntary reporting date for 
Arizona and Los Angeles Dodgers other 
players.

Feb. 13 — Voluntary reporting date 
for other team’s pitchers, catchers and 
injured players.

Feb. 18 — Voluntary reporting date for 
other team’s other players.

Feb. 25 — Mandatory reporting date.

March 12 — Last day to place a player 
on unconditional release waivers and 
pay 30 days termination pay instead of 
45 days.

March 22-23 — Los Angeles Dodgers 
vs. Arizona, Sydney.

March 26 — Last day to request un-
conditional release waivers on a player 
without having to pay his full 2014 sal-
ary.

March 30 — Opening day in North 
America, Los Angeles Dodgers at San 
Diego. Active rosters reduced to 25 play-
ers. 

AP sportlight
Jan. 23

1944 — The Detroit Red Wings defeat
the New York Rangers 15-0 to set an NHL 
record for consecutive goals.

1959 — In the NBA All-Star Game in De-
troit, St. Louis’ Bob Pettit and Elgin Bay-
lor of Minneapolis become the first co-
winners of the MVP award as their West 
team wins 124-108.

1975 — Ralph Kiner is elected to the 
Baseball Hall of Fame in his 15th and fi-
nal year of eligibility.

1979 — Willie Mays is named on 409 of
432 ballots and elected to the Baseball 
Hall of Fame in his first year of eligibil-
ity.

1980 — George Gervin of San Antonio 
scores 55 points in a 144-130 victory over 
the Indiana Pacers.

1987 — Hana Mandlikova upsets Mar-
tina Navratilova 7-5, 7-6 to win the Aus-
tralian Open.

 1993 — Mike Gartner of the New York
Rangers sets an NHL record when he 
reaches the 30-goal mark for the 14th 
consecutive season. Gartner, with three 
goals in the Rangers’ 8-3 victory over Los
Angeles, surpasses Phil Esposito, Bobby
Hull and Wayne Gretzky.

2001 — Sam Cassell scores 22 points 
and the Bucks hit a franchise record 14 
three-pointers to beat the Knicks 105-
91 and snap New York’s NBA-record 33-
game streak of holding opponents to
under 100 points.

2005 — Jennifer Rodriguez becomes 
the first American woman in nine years
to win the World Sprint Speedskating
Championship. Rodriguez sets a person-
al best in the 500 for the second straight
day and had the fastest 1,000 meters
in the women’s field to claim the world
sprint championship.

2008 — Baylor, which waited 39 years
to get back into the Top 25, has to wait
some more, enduring five overtimes to
get its first win as a ranked team. Curtis
Jerrells scores a career-high 36 points,
including 11 in the fifth overtime to lead 
No. 25 Baylor to a 116-110 win over No. 18 
Texas A&M.

2010 — Rachael Flatt wins her first
title at the U.S. Figure Skating Champion-
ships, overpowering the rest of the field. 
She scores 200.11 points, finishing more 
than 10 points ahead of Mirai Nagasu.

2010— Lindsey Vonn makes it five
wins in five downhills this season. Her 
30th World Cup victory ties her with
Croatia’s Janica Kostelic for eighth place
on the career list and nearly halfway to 
Austrian leader Annemarie Moser-Pro-
ell’s 62 wins.

2011 — Francesca Schiavone wins the 
longest women’s match in Grand Slam 
history — a 6-4, 1-6, 16-14 victory over 
Svetlana Kuznetsova that takes 4 hours, 
44 minutes at the Australian Open. Schi-
avone saves six match points, then con-
verts on her third match point in the lon-
gest women’s match at a major in terms 
of time in the Open era.

2011 — Aaron Rodgers runs for a 
touchdown and makes a saving tackle,
B.J. Raji returns an interception for a 
score and Sam Shields has two intercep-
tions to lead the Green Bay Packers to a
21-14 win over the Chicago Bears in the 
NFC championship game. The Packers, 
with road wins in Philadelphia, Atlanta 
and Chicago, become the first NFC No. 6 
seed to advance to the Super Bowl. 
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HIGH SCHOOL: DODDS EUROPE

BY GREGORY BROOME

Stars and Stripes

The organization of a wrestling meet 
is a straightforward task. Wrestlers are 
weighed and slotted into an appropriate 
bracket, where they face opponents of the 
same weight class. It is one of sports’ fair-
est playing fields. 

On a continent-wide level, however, 
no such easy and equitable arrangement 
exists. 

The fortunes of DODDS-Europe Divi-
sion II and III wrestling programs are 
profoundly affected by a muddled mix of 
circumstances well beyond their control. 
Schools from each region face their own 
unique collection of obstacles and specific 
challenges. 

Though it’s an oversimplification, the 
problem can be summarized like this: 
North of the Alps, a small-school wrestling 
team can’t win; in Italy, a small-school 
team always does.

Germany is the home of all but one of 
DODDS-Europe’s Division I athletics 
programs. Wrestling teams from Patch, 
Ramstein, Vilseck, Wiesbaden and Kai-
serslautern plod through the country with 
deep, formidable rosters, leaving little sun-
light for smaller programs like Baumhold-
er, Bitburg and Ansbach. 

Individual standouts from those schools 
have the same chance as their Division I 
opponents to survive their brackets and 
win top places in their respective weight 
classes. But with the Division I schools 
fielding rosters that dwarf their own, Divi-
sion II schools in Germany have virtually 
no mathematical chance of ever recording 
a team victory. 

As a close neighbor to Ramstein, Kai-
serslautern and Wiesbaden, Baumholder 
is painfully familiar with this situation. 
Its teams are routinely trounced by the 
Royals, Raiders and Warriors in all sports 
but football, where a strict intra-divisional 
schedule prevents such mismatches. In 
all other sports, schedules are designed to 
minimize travel time and expense, leaving 
the tiny Bucs with an overwhelmingly dif-
ficult schedule. 

According to Jan. 17 DODEA attendance 
figures, Wiesbaden has 654 students, Kai-
serslautern has 833 and Ramstein is the 
most populous of DODDS-Europe schools 
with 949 enrollees. Baumholder Middle/
High School, meanwhile, has 219 students, 
of which only 134 are in ninth grade or 
above. 

The Bucs have made significant internal 
strides this season. Head coach James Co-
pley said his team’s roster has grown from 
eight last year to 17 this season, including 
five returnees. That returning “founda-
tion” and fresh talent has elevated the pro-
gram, Copley said. 

“We’ve been able to alter what and how 
we teach,” Copley said. “We’ve begun tran-

sitioning our wrestlers from simply those 
with basic knowledge to wrestlers who are 
able to apply finesse” and “finish more 
complicated moves.”

But that progress hasn’t been rewarded 
with team victories. The Bucs have fin-
ished behind Division I teams in all three 
of their meets so far this season. On two 
occasions, they’ve finished second to the 
only Division I team in the field, including 
a second-place finish to defending Divi-
sion I champion Ramstein last Saturday. 
On Dec. 7, the Bucs finished fourth behind 
Wiesbaden, Ramstein and Kaiserslautern, 
while ahead of Division II foes AFNORTH 
and Bitburg. 

Copley said his wrestlers welcome the 
rigorous competition, but admitted the 
inevitable losing has an impact on team 
morale. 

“Second place is a big jump from the 
last place that Baumholder took in every 
tournament last year, but it’s still not first 
place,” Copley said. “And it most likely 
never will be the way the system is set 
up.”

Division II teams from northern Germa-
ny and the United Kingdom, meanwhile, 
are in a similar predicament. Teams such 
as Alconbury, AFNORTH, SHAPE and 
Brussels intermingle with the German Di-
vision I teams in at least a meet or two each 
season. And even their more regionally 
focused meets are invariably dominated 

by Lakenheath, the only Division I team 
outside of Germany. The Lancers have a 
roster that dwarfs their smaller neighbors: 
on Dec. 7, Lakenheath’s 238-point total 
doubled runner-up SHAPE’s 112-point 
showing, while Alconbury and Brussels 
finished third and fourth . 

While teams such as Baumholder, 
SHAPE and Alconbury spend their regular 
season facing guaranteed futility, teams in 
Italy face a completely different problem. 

DODDS-Europe’s five Italian programs 
— Aviano, Naples, Vicenza, Sigonella 
and American Overseas School of Rome 
— wrestle exclusively amongst themselves 
for the entirety of the five-week regular 
season. That means one lower-division 
Italian school will claim a team victory 
every week, and winning team meets is a 
reasonable goal for most teams to set.

But the attainability of that success can 
have negative consequences once the reg-
ular season ends. The sudden expansion 
of competition at the European tourna-
ment can be overwhelming for the Italian 
contingent, especially for those in weight 
classes where there’s little competition in 
the regular season.

Aviano coach Rob Clement would prefer 
that his wrestlers get a more comprehen-
sive look at their European counterparts 
before meeting them in the postseason. 

“It would be great if we could have at 
least one meet per season that would in-

clude teams from Germany,” Clement said. 
“But with budget restrictions that may not 
happen again.”

Wrestlers from Division I programs took
10 of 14 individual European champion-
ships last season. Patch had four champi-
ons, Ramstein had three, and Wiesbaden,
Lakenheath and Vilseck had one apiece.
Division I wrestlers also finished second
in 10 weight classes. 

Only one wrestler from Italy — Aviano
113-pounder Brandon Mowery — won a
weight class, and only two others reached
the championship match. Two northern 
Division II schools fielded champs in Bit-
burg’s Bryce Randall (195 pounds) and
AFNORTH’s Luke Narug (220 pounds).
Kris Rios of Rota, DODDS-Europe’s only 
school in Spain, won at 120 pounds. 

In the absence of pure divisional compe-
tition, coaches are left to focus their wres-
tlers on what they can control. Details like
country, division and school fall away when
one wrestler locks up with another. 

“Even a school with one wrestler has the
potential for the wrestler to be a European
champion,” Copley said. 

“I tell my wrestlers that they only have to
take on one wrestler at a time on the mat,”
Clement said. “And the size of their school
isn’t necessarily a measure of ability.”
broome.gregory@stripes.com
Twitter: @broomestripes

Boys basketball
� Gunnar Smith, Sigonella — The Jaguars 

needed Smith’s 7-for-10 effort from the free-throw 
line in the fourth quarter and overtime to finish off 
an upset of Naples on Saturday. 

� Leon Roy, Schweinfurt/Bamberg — Roy 
totaled 23 points and 22 rebounds in two games 
against Division I power Patch. 

� Alex Slabaugh, Aviano — The Saints star 
posted game-high totals of 15 and 12 points in 
wins over Marymount on Saturday. 

Girls basketball
� Alyssa Solis, Ansbach — The Cougars post 

produced a double-double with 20 points and 20 
rebounds in a win over Bitburg on Friday.

� Jahkya Smith, Ansbach — Solis’ running 
mate joined the statistical party Saturday with a 
19-point, 12-rebound, 10-steal triple-double as 
the Cougars finished the sweep of Bitburg. 

� Jena Solorzano, AFNORTH — The Lions 
guard scored six fourth-quarter points to ice a 24-
16 win over Alconbury on Saturday. 

Marksmanship 
� Katherine Gamble, Hohenfels — The Ti-

gers sharpshooter was on point last weekend, 
sweeping all three shooting positions and posting 
a score of 287 that was 10 points ahead her near-
est competition.

Wrestling
� Brandon Beaumont, Bitburg — The Bar-

ons junior outwrestled Division I opponents to 
score a top finish at 126 pounds Saturday at 

Kaiserslautern.
� Jaden Fields, Patch — The reigning Eu-

ropean champ at 138 pounds continued to 
thrive at 145 with a first-place finish Saturday at
Kaiserslautern. 

� Drake Fichthorn, Vicenza — The first-place
finisher at 120 pounds, Fichthorn helped the Cou-
gars to a convincing team-win in Saturday’s five-
school meet at Naples.

Top performances in Europe

Individuals can compete, but second place is best team can hope for against D-I foes

Mats are stacked against small schools

MICHAEL ABRAMS/Stars and Stripes

Kaiserslautern’s Ian Rowell, top, defeated Alconbury’s James Wood in a 126-pound match at Kaiserslautern, Germany, on Saturday.
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Vaughan sisters, who honed their games in Japanese schools, motivate Kadena basketball

Family ties helping boost Panthers’ girls
BY DAVE ORNAUER

Stars and Stripes

KADENA AIR BASE, Oki-
nawa — Entrusting your offense 
to a freshman or sophomore is 
sort of like a student-driver being 
handed the keys to a Formula One 
or NASCAR motorcar. It doesn’t 
happen all that often.

But Willie Ware had absolutely 
no reservations, he said, about 
putting the Kadena Panthers girls 
offense in the hands of freshman 
Linda Vaughan, who comes from 
a basketball family and is Kade-
na’s starting point guard.

“She doesn’t play like a fresh-
man,” Ware said of Linda, who 
becomes the third Vaughan since 
2009 to suit up in the black and 
gold, following Maria — now 
the starting point guard at Pine 
Manor College — and Alicia, 
a junior shooting guard for the 
Panthers.

“She’s stepped in and is doing 
a great job of running the team 
for us,” said Ware, whose Pan-
thers are 3-1 against high-school 
opposition, all games against Ku-
basaki. “She’s a coach’s dream; 
all three of them are. Whatever 
we’ve asked her to do, she goes 
out and does it.”

Ware says Linda possesses 
great court vision and sense, 
citing a pass she made through 
Kubasaki’s defense in the season-
opening 46-39 win on Dec. 6. “She 
threaded the needle to Montaya 
(Jones) and I didn’t see the pass. 
She can see things that people 
don’t see. She’s very smart.”

Defensively, Linda is the team’s 
“stopper,” Ware said. After Kade-
na lost to Kubasaki for the first 
time in the regular season on 
Dec. 20, 48-42, Ware said that 
Linda asked that the next time 
they play, that she guard Drag-
ons senior point Sydney Johnson, 
Kubasaki’s sparkplug.

“She wants the tough assign-
ment,” Ware said. “She’s not 
afraid, she doesn’t back down 
from anybody, she moves her feet; 
she’s been in foul trouble once.”

Linda, averaging 10 assists per 
game, reminds Ware much of 
Maria toward the end of the lat-
ter’s sophomore year. “She’s bet-

ter at this stage than when Maria 
was a freshman,” he said.

That would seem like heady talk 
for a freshman, but the Vaughans 
are well-educated in basketball.

Their father, Chris, a former 
Marine and 24-year veteran of 
the Exchange service who plays 
games for Japanese clubs off base, 
fueled his daughters’ interest in 
the game and sent all three of his 
daughters to Japanese schools 
until the ninth grade.

There, they learned the game 
by playing year-round, as Japa-
nese schools do. They could have 
gone to DODDS schools, but in 
an interview two years ago with 

Stripes, the elder Vaughan said 
his family plans to keep its Okina-
wa roots well beyond their daugh-
ters’ graduations.

“Chris has done a very good 
job with those girls,” Ware said. 
“They’re very competitive and 
they don’t stop. They fight.”

Thus, Ware didn’t have to do 
much to develop their already 
developed games. While Linda 
handles playmaking, Alicia plays 
shooting guard and serves as one 
who spreads the floor with her 
three-point shooting.

“She gets down on herself after 
a couple of misses; as coaches, we 
have to pull her aside and tell her 

to keep shooting and encourage 
her,” Ware said of Alicia. “But 
once she start shooting, it’s lights 
out.”

The Vaughans’ play has in-
spired their teammates as well, 
backup point guard Aki’ana 
Lopez said.

“Linda has amazing ball skills 
and Alicia can shoot like nobody’s 
business,” Lopez said. Watching 
the two play “makes me want to 
improve myself … so I can be at 
[their] level.”

Though Ware considers Kade-
na to be in rebuilding mode, add-
ing Linda could help the Panthers 
take the last step to a Far East Di-

vision I tournament that’s barely
eluded them the last two years 
(second in 2012, third last year).

“We have three people from 
those teams,” Ware said. “They 
have some unfinished business.
… It’s going to be tough this year
because we’re rebuilding … but
once the ball goes up, it’s any-
body’s game.”

Focus may make the differ-
ence this season, Alicia Vaughan
said. “We weren’t focused enough
in practice and games last year.
This year, we’re more focused,”
she said.
ornauer.dave@stripes.com

Boys basketball
� Manasseh Nartey scored 24 points and Osie 

Cruz 17 against their old team as Humphreys won 
for the second time in the program’s brief history, 
downing Osan American 76-68.
� J.J. Henderson and Dennis Wilkins each 

scored 13 points and Yokota’s defense held Amer-
ican School In Japan to 16 second-half points as 
the Panthers downed the reigning Far East Divi-
sion I champion Mustangs 55-41.

� Darien Briggs netted 12 points for Seoul 
American, which remained unbeaten at 9-0 as 
the Falcons struggled past Yongsan International-
Seoul 47-40.
� Lordan Aguon scored 36 points, including 

8-for-12 from three-point range, as Guam downed 
Southern 68-57, the second of three wins to open 
the season.

Girls basketball
� Janade Amos, a transfer from Kubasaki, 

scored 23 points and grabbed five rebounds as 
Seoul American routed Yongsan International-
Seoul 43-18.
� Alyshia Allison averaged 14.3 points and 

7.3 rebounds in three games, two of them Kin-
nick victories, 43-22 over St. Maur and 40-23 
over Yokota. Kinnick also lost 52-40 to American 
School In Japan.
� Tiara Carrol scored 11 points as Zama 

American beat Christian Academy Japan 43-29, 
improving to 8-2 on the season.

Wrestling
� Andre Peterson (135) sparked yet another

Kubasaki runaway, scoring a pin in 15 seconds
over Michael Anderson as the Dragons won seven
of the last eight bouts en route to a 42-16 win over
the Panthers that improved Kubasaki to 3-0 .
� Jack Barnes (215) won one bout by pin and

another by technical fall as Seoul American re-
mained unbeaten in 13 dual meets this season.
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Top performances in the Pacifi c

DAVE ORNAUER/Stars and Stripes

Kadena coach coach Willie Ware, center, and the Panthers have gotten a boost from junior shooting guard Alicia Vaughan, left, and her 
sister, freshman point guard Linda, right.
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Federer tops Murray, faces Nadal next
Defending women’s champ Azarenka loses

AUSTRALIAN OPEN

BY DENNIS PASSA

The Associated Press

MELBOURNE, Australia — Roger Fe-
derer rekindled his dominance over Andy 
Murray in Grand Slam matches and ad-
vanced to his 11th consecutive Australian 
Open semifinal with a 6-3, 6-4, 6-7 (6), 6-3 
win Wednesday.

Federer clinched it on his third match 
point with an ace to set up a showdown with 
top-ranked Rafael Nadal, who beat Grigor 
Dimitrov 3-6, 7-6 (3), 7-6 (7), 6-2.

“We’ve had some epics over the years,” 
Federer said of the semifinal. “I hope we 
can slug it out here in a couple of days.”

Two of the leading contenders on the 
men’s side survived on a day when two-
time defending champion Victoria Azaren-
ka was beaten 6-1, 5-7, 6-0 by Agnieszka 
Radwanska in the women’s quarterfinals.

Still, Nadal and Federer certainly had 
nervous moments.

Murray, who saved two match points in 
the third-set tiebreaker, has an 11-10 edge 
over Federer in head-to-head matches and 
won their last match in five sets in the 
Australian Open semifinals last year, but 
Federer has won four of five matches in 
majors.

The Wimbledon champion got angry 
after a ruling while dropping serve late 
in the third set when he indicated that he 
thought the ball had bounced twice before 
Federer kept it in play.

Rightly or wrongly, it seemed to spark 
his resurgence, breaking Federer when 
the 17-time major winner was serving for 
the match, and then pushing it to a fourth 
when he won six of the last seven points in 
the tiebreaker. Federer thought the point 
was OK, saying it was the umpire’s call.

After spending three months off the cir-
cuit following minor back surgery, Murray 
appeared to be in discomfort at times in 
the match, clutching at his lower back.

“I was proud of the way I fought,” Mur-
ray said. “That’s the highest level I’ve 
played at in a long time. My serve slowed 
down a bit in the fourth set, especially the 
first couple points when I was getting up 
after the change of ends.”

After Federer won the opening game of 
the fourth set, the two played a 10-deuce 
game in which Murray saved six break 

points before Murray leveled. But Federer
finally broke Murray in the eighth game 
then held serve to win the match in 3 hours,
20 minutes.

“I’m back,” Federer said. “It was a great
game on many levels, not just physically ... 
but mentally, also.”

In the earlier match on Rod Laver Arena,
Nadal received treatment several times for 
a nasty-looking blister on the palm of his
left hand that he said caused him to serve 
slower than usual. He fended off three set
points in the third, including two in the tie-
breaker, and won on his first set point.

He went up 2-0 in the fourth when he hit
a passing backhand down the line on break
point with Dimitrov standing at the net. At
the end, Dimitrov appeared to wipe tears
from his eyes with a towel as he walked off 
Rod Laver Arena.

Nadal acknowledged that Dimitrov let 
him off the hook with a wide forehand on 
set point in the third-set tiebreaker.

“It’s a tough moment mentally for an op-
ponent,” Nadal said. “If that forehand from 
him goes in and he wins the third, I’m
going to be fighting.”

Dimitrov said: “I’m a bit shattered. I
came out expecting nothing less than to 
win.”

Azarenka’s loss meant both defending 
champions went out in the quarterfinals 
— Novak Djokovic lost to Stan Wawrinka
on Tuesday, ending his bid for a fourth
consecutive men’s title. Azarenka had 
been aiming for three in a row and other 
women’s title contenders Serena Williams 
and Maria Sharapova didn’t even reach the
quarterfinals.

Azarenka’s defeat left 2011 French Open 
champion Li Na as the only major winner in 
contention. Li, a two-time Australian Open
finalist, next plays 19-year-old Canadian
Eugenie Bouchard. In the other semifinal,
Radwanska takes on No. 20 Dominika Cib-
ulkova, who routed No. 11-seeded Simona
Halep 6-3, 6-0.

Radwanska mixed up her game cleverly 
to keep Azarenka off balance, and never let
her settle into the match.

“She was aggressive. She was making
everything. She was guessing right,” Aza-
renka said. “I was just playing a little bit 
too predictably.” 

RICK RYCROFT/AP

Roger Federer celebrates after defeating Andy Murray in the quarterfinals at the 
Australian Open on Wednesday. Federer will meet Rafael Nadal in the semifinals.
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NBA
RoundupScoreboard

 Eastern Conference
Atlantic Division

 W L Pct GB
Toronto 20 20 .500 —
Brooklyn 18 22 .450  2
New York 15 26 .366  5½
Boston 14 29 .326  7½
Philadelphia 13 28 .317  7½

Southeast Division
Miami 30 12 .714 —
Atlanta 21 19 .525  8
Washington 20 20 .500  9
Charlotte 18 25 .419 12½
Orlando 11 31 .262 19

Central Division
Indiana 33 7 .825 —
Chicago 20 20 .500 13
Detroit 17 24 .415 16½
Cleveland 15 26 .366 18½
Milwaukee 7 33 .175 26

Western Conference
Southwest Division

 W L Pct GB
San Antonio 32 9 .780 —
Houston 28 15 .651  5
Dallas 25 18 .581  8
Memphis 20 20 .500 11½
New Orleans 16 25 .390 16

Northwest Division
Oklahoma City 32 10 .762 —
Portland 31 11 .738  1
Denver 20 20 .500 11
Minnesota 20 21 .488 11½
Utah 14 29 .326 18½

Pacific Division
L.A. Clippers 29 14 .674 —
Golden State 26 17 .605  3
Phoenix 23 17 .575  4½
L.A. Lakers 16 26 .381 12½
Sacramento 15 25 .375 12½

Monday’s games
Dallas 102, Cleveland 97
L.A. Clippers 112, Detroit 103
Washington 107, Philadelphia 99
Charlotte 100, Toronto 95
Brooklyn 103, New York 80
New Orleans 95, Memphis 92
Atlanta 121, Miami 114
Chicago 102, L.A. Lakers 100, OT
Houston 126, Portland 113
Indiana 102, Golden State 94

Tuesday’s games
Brooklyn 101, Orlando 90
Miami 93, Boston 86
Oklahoma City 105, Portland 97
Sacramento 114, New Orleans 97
Minnesota 112, Utah 97

Wednesday’s games
Atlanta at Orlando
Boston at Washington
Chicago at Cleveland
L.A. Clippers at Charlotte
Dallas at Toronto
Philadelphia at New York
Sacramento at Houston
Detroit at Milwaukee
Oklahoma City at San Antonio
Indiana at Phoenix

Thursday’s games
L.A. Lakers at Miami
Denver at Portland

Tuesday
Timberwolves 112, Jazz 97
MINNESOTA — Brewer 7-11 4-4 19, Love 

7-15 4-5 19, Pekovic 7-14 4-4 18, Rubio 3-5 
4-4 11, Martin 5-16 6-6 18, Turiaf 1-1 0-1 2, 
Shved 0-1 0-0 0, Barea 6-11 0-0 15, Buding-
er 0-4 0-0 0, Cunningham 3-8 0-0 6, Mbah 
a Moute 0-0 0-0 0, Muhammad 1-2 0-0 2, 
Dieng 1-2 0-0 2. Totals 41-90 22-24 112.

UTAH — Jefferson 2-5 0-0 4, Williams 
2-6 0-0 4, Kanter 2-8 0-0 4, Burke 4-10 0-0 
9, Hayward 10-17 5-6 27, Burks 6-14 5-6 18, 
Evans 5-11 0-0 10, Gobert 4-5 0-0 8, Rush 
1-3 0-0 2, Lucas III 4-5 0-0 8, Garrett 0-0 0-0 
0, Clark 1-3 0-0 3. Totals 41-87 10-12 97.

Minnesota 34 20 30 28—112
Utah 16 23 23 35— 97
Three-Point Goals—Minnesota 8-21 

(Barea 3-5, Martin 2-5, Rubio 1-2, Brewer 
1-3, Love 1-6), Utah 5-17 (Hayward 2-5, 
Burks 1-1, Clark 1-2, Burke 1-3, Lucas III 
0-1, Williams 0-1, Jefferson 0-2, Rush 0-2). 
Fouled Out—None. Rebounds—Minnesota 
51 (Love 13), Utah 48 (Gobert, Kanter 6). 
Assists—Minnesota 31 (Rubio 13), Utah 22 
(Hayward, Burke 5). Total Fouls—Minne-
sota 19, Utah 23. A—16,387 (19,911).

Kings 114, Pelicans 97
SACRAMENTO — Gay 16-25 4-6 41, 

Thompson 5-8 1-1 11, Cousins 6-10 6-9 18, 
Thomas 6-17 5-6 20, Thornton 3-7 0-0 6, 
Williams 3-5 2-3 8, Acy 1-4 1-4 3, McLemore 
0-1 0-0 0, Fredette 2-3 0-0 5, Gray 0-1 2-2 2, 
McCallum 0-1 0-0 0. Totals 42-82 21-31 114.

NEW ORLEANS — Aminu 3-5 2-3 9, Davis 
4-12 8-11 16, Stiemsma 0-2 0-0 0, Roberts 
6-10 3-3 15, Gordon 2-6 2-4 7, Evans 6-15 5-6 
17, Ajinca 2-3 0-0 4, Miller 1-2 0-0 3, Rivers 
4-8 2-6 12, Withey 5-6 4-5 14. Totals 33-69 
26-38 97.

Sacramento 38 26 27 23—114
New Orleans 20 36 14 27— 97
Three-Point Goals—Sacramento 9-21 

(Gay 5-8, Thomas 3-8, Fredette 1-1, Wil-
liams 0-1, Thornton 0-3), New Orleans 5-
11 (Rivers 2-2, Aminu 1-1, Miller 1-2, Gor-
don 1-2, Roberts 0-2, Evans 0-2). Fouled 
Out—Thompson. Rebounds—Sacramen-
to 53 (Cousins 11), New Orleans 45 (Da-
vis 6). Assists—Sacramento 25 (Thomas 
11), New Orleans 18 (Roberts 6). Total 
Fouls—Sacramento 25, New Orleans 28. 
Technicals—Cousins, Thomas, Thomp-
son, Davis, New Orleans defensive three 
second. A—16,459 (17,188).

Heat 93, Celtics 86
BOSTON — Green 5-15 0-0 12, Sullinger 

4-14 4-4 12, Humphries 7-10 0-0 14, Rondo 
0-8 1-4 1, Bradley 0-3 3-3 3, Bass 5-7 5-5 
15, Wallace 3-9 1-1 8, Pressey 1-3 0-0 2, 
Olynyk 3-7 0-0 6, Johnson 4-7 1-1 11, An-
thony 1-1 0-0 2. Totals 33-84 15-18 86.

MIAMI — James 10-19 9-11 29, Battier 2-
5 0-0 4, Bosh 7-10 0-0 16, Chalmers 4-8 0-1 
8, Allen 3-7 0-0 7, Andersen 5-5 3-4 13, Cole 
1-7 0-0 2, Beasley 4-6 0-0 9, Lewis 1-4 0-0 3, 
Oden 1-3 0-0 2. Totals 38-74 12-16 93.

Boston 15 25 27 19—86
Miami 29 22 20 22—93
Three-Point Goals—Boston 5-27 (John-

son 2-5, Green 2-7, Wallace 1-4, Bradley 
0-1, Pressey 0-2, Rondo 0-3, Sullinger 0-5), 
Miami 5-20 (Bosh 2-3, Beasley 1-1, Lewis 1-
2, Allen 1-4, Chalmers 0-1, Battier 0-2, Cole 
0-3, James 0-4). Fouled Out—None. Re-
bounds—Boston 55 (Humphries 13), Miami 
39 (James 8). Assists—Boston 17 (Rondo 5), 
Miami 22 (Cole, Chalmers 6). Total Fouls—
Boston 19, Miami 18. Technicals—Miami 
delay of game. A—19,619 (19,600).

Thunder 105, Trail Blazers 97
PORTLAND — Batum 1-4 0-0 3, Aldridge 

12-26 5-8 29, Lopez 5-10 0-0 10, Lillard 6-
15 2-4 14, Matthews 7-15 3-4 21, Williams 
6-10 0-0 13, Freeland 1-2 0-0 2, McCollum 
2-3 0-0 5, Robinson 0-1 0-0 0. Totals 40-86 
10-16 97.

OKLAHOMA CITY — Durant 17-25 6-7 
46, Ibaka 4-15 2-2 10, Perkins 2-4 0-0 4, 
Jackson 7-18 0-0 15, Sefolosha 2-3 0-0 5, 
Collison 1-2 0-0 2, Lamb 4-10 1-4 9, Adams 
2-3 0-0 4, Fisher 3-7 2-4 10. Totals 42-87 
11-17 105.

Portland 27 25 23 22— 97
Oklahoma City 21 30 26 28—105
Three-Point Goals—Portland 7-19 

(Matthews 4-8, McCollum 1-2, Williams 
1-2, Batum 1-2, Lillard 0-5), Oklahoma 
City 10-15 (Durant 6-7, Fisher 2-3, Sefo-
losha 1-1, Jackson 1-2, Lamb 0-2). Fouled 
Out—None. Rebounds—Portland 52 (Al-
dridge 16), Oklahoma City 51 (Perkins 8). 
Assists—Portland 23 (Williams 9), Okla-
homa City 16 (Jackson 5). Total Fouls—
Portland 12, Oklahoma City 14. Techni-
cals—Durant, Oklahoma City defensive 
three second. A—18,203 (18,203). 

Nets 101, Magic 90
ORLANDO — Afflalo 4-9 2-4 11, Harris 

3-8 0-0 7, Davis 5-11 0-0 10, Nelson 2-6 4-
4 9, Oladipo 3-9 3-4 10, Moore 5-8 2-2 13, 
O’Quinn 6-10 3-6 15, Nicholson 1-6 0-0 2, 
Harkless 3-4 0-0 7, Lamb 1-1 3-3 6. Totals 
33-72 17-23 90.

BROOKLYN — Johnson 6-11 0-0 13, 
Pierce 5-9 2-2 13, Garnett 4-5 0-0 8, Livings-
ton 3-9 2-2 8, Anderson 3-6 0-0 7, Blatche 6-
11 5-7 18, Williams 4-10 0-0 9, Kirilenko 2-6 
0-0 4, Terry 1-2 2-2 5, Teletovic 5-10 0-0 14, 
Plumlee 1-2 0-0 2. Totals 40-81 11-13 101.

Orlando 21 21 14 34— 90
Brooklyn 27 19 27 28—101
Three-Point Goals—Orlando 7-19 

(Lamb 1-1, Afflalo 1-2, Moore 1-2, Nelson 
1-2, Harkless 1-2, Harris 1-2, Oladipo 1-4, 
O’Quinn 0-1, Davis 0-1, Nicholson 0-2), 
Brooklyn 10-28 (Teletovic 4-8, Terry 1-1, 
Blatche 1-2, Williams 1-4, Pierce 1-4, An-
derson 1-4, Johnson 1-5). Fouled Out—
None. Rebounds—Orlando 45 (O’Quinn 
8), Brooklyn 43 (Pierce 6). Assists—Orlan-
do 23 (Nelson 10), Brooklyn 29 (Williams 
9). Total Fouls—Orlando 14, Brooklyn 16. 
A—15,482 (17,732).

Nets win for eighth
time in nine games

The Associated Press

NEW YORK — Part of Brook-
lyn’s resurgence this month has 
been due, in large part, to the 
team trusting each other on both 
ends of the court and buying into 
first-year coach Jason Kidd’s 
plan.

The Nets continued their win-
ning ways Tuesday by sweeping a 
back-to-back set for the first time 
this season, beating the Orlando 
Magic 101-90 a night after rout-
ing the crosstown rival New York 
Knicks.

“It’s a sign that we’re show-
ing consistency with what we’re 
trying to do around here,” said 
Nets forward Paul Pierce, who 
along with Joe Johnson, the other 
forward in Kidd’s small lineup, 
chipped in 13 points apiece.

Andray Blatche had another 
great game off the bench, scoring 
a team-high 18 points, and reserve 
forward Mirza Teletovic added 
14 points as the Nets won for the 
eighth time in nine games.

“We’re not only winning, but 
we’re pretty convincingly turn-
ing it on in the third quarter with 
the defense, the way we’re mov-
ing the ball,” Pierce said. “That’s 
what we want. That’s all he wants 
out of us, night in, night out, a 
consistent effort. That’s what 
we’re trying to do especially in 
back-to-backs.”

The Nets’ 8-1 start in January 
is an NBA best after a disappoint-
ing 10-21 start to their second 
season in Brooklyn. The Nets im-
proved to 2-6 in the second game 
of a back-to-back.

Once again, Kidd stuck with the 
same starting unit since Deron 
Williams went down with an 
ankle injury. Kidd’s starting five 
of Pierce, Johnson, Kevin Gar-
nett, Alan Anderson and Shaun 
Livingston improved to 6-0. 

Thunder 105, Trail Blazers 
97: Kevin Durant scored 11 of 
his 46 points in the final 3:23 to 
help host Oklahoma City beat 
Portland.

Durant has scored at least 

30 points for eight consecutive
games, the longest such streak 
of his career. He made 17 of
25 field goals, including 6 of 7 
three-pointers.

Reggie Jackson added 15 points 
for Oklahoma City (32-10), which
took a one-game lead over Port-
land in the Northwest Division.
Portland had won the previous
two meetings this season. 

Heat 93, Celtics 86: LeBron
James scored 11 of his 29 points
in the fourth quarter, Chris Bosh 
added 16 and host Miami blew an
18-point lead before rallying to
beat Boston.

Chris Andersen scored 13 
points and made all five of his
shots for Miami, which ended the
game on a 9-0 run.

Brandon Bass scored 15 points, 
Kris Humphries had 14 points
and 13 rebounds, and Jeff Green
had 12 points for the Celtics, who
outrebounded Miami 46-33 . 

Kings 114, Pelicans 97: Rudy
Gay tied a career high with 41 
points, and visiting Sacramento
cruised to a victory over New 
Orleans.

Isaiah Thomas had 20 points 
and 11 assists, while DeMarcus 
Cousins had 18 points, 11 re-
bounds and four blocks for the 
Kings, who’ve won five of eight.

 Tyreke Evans scored 17 for 
New Orleans, which trimmed a
23-point first-half deficit to six
shortly before halftime, only to
fall behind by 23 again in the 
third quarter.

Timberwolves 112, Jazz 97: 
Kevin Love had 19 points, 13 re-
bounds and eight assists to help 
visiting Minnesota run past Utah
and sweep the home-and-home
set.

Ricky Rubio has returned to 
his spontaneous, free-flowing
style and had 11 points and 13 as-
sists for the Wolves, who snapped 
a seven-game losing streak in
Utah.

Corey Brewer scored 19 points
and Nikola Pekovic and Kevin
Martin each contributed 18. 

Taking: Seventh-year player has turned it up a notch in teammate’s absence
FROM BACK PAGE

win over Golden State last Friday, a perfor-
mance that brought “MVP!” chants from 
the crowd and questions about the award 
afterward.

“It’s premature,” Durant said. “It’s way 
too early in the season. I try not to think 
about that type of stuff. Of course, as a 
player, you’d love to win an MVP award, 
but I can’t take my focus off the team.”

The seventh-year player has done it all 
with startling efficiency. Without West-
brook, Durant has shot 51 percent from the 
field and 87 percent from the free-throw 
line while averaging 7.4 rebounds and 5.8 
assists going into Tuesday’s game against 
Portland.

“I’m being more comfortable trying to 

do different things,” he said. “Whether it’s 
scoring, whether it’s rebounding, being a 
facilitator — I’m just going out there and 
really just having fun, to be honest.”

 Westbrook is set to return after the All-
Star break, and Durant’s dynamic play 
has kept the Thunder in position to com-
pete for the best record in the Western 
Conference.

 As much as Durant wants to deflect 
praise, his numbers demand attention. Du-
rant scored 23 of his 48 points in the fourth 
quarter against Minnesota on Jan. 4, a 115-
111 win after the Thunder trailed by 10 
heading into the final period. Two games 
later, he went for 48 again in a 112-101 loss 
at Utah. Then he had the 54-point outburst 
against Golden State.

 Warriors guard Stephen Curry said Du-
rant can be slowed, but not stopped.

“If you force him into tough jump shots, 
you’ve just got to live with the result,” 
Curry said. “But early in the game, you’ve 
got to get a body into him, be a little bit 
more physical and not let him get so com-
fortable as to just walk into shots.”

Forward Serge Ibaka is benefiting most 
from the attention teams are giving Du-
rant. Ibaka was averaging 18 points, 11 
rebounds, 2.8 blocks in the previous five 
games heading into Tuesday’s game while 
shooting 61 percent from the field. 

“Kevin is a great player,” Ibaka said. 
“You really have to make a decision — are 
you going to help or are you going to stay 
off him? So I just read the game. He’s doing 

a great job this year finding the guy, pass-
ing the ball, so that’s why we do it.”

Overall, Durant is ahead of his career
high for a season in points. He’s averag-
ing 5.0 assists per game, ahead of his pre-
vious best average of 4.6 last season, and 
he’s shooting 49 percent from the field,
better than all but one of his previous six
seasons.

“He’s one of the best players in the
league, you know, up there with LeBron
(James),” Warriors center Andrew Bogut 
said. “He shoots the ball very, very well
and at his height, there’s not much you can
really do when he gets hot. There’s a rea-
son why he’s a perennial All-Star and fu-
ture Hall of Famer and possibly MVP this
year.”

KATHY WILLENS/AP

Brooklyn forward Paul Pierce, right, blocks a shot by Orlando Magic 
forward Glen Davis during the first half of Tuesday’s game at the 
Barclays Center in New York. Brooklyn won the game 101-90.
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SPORTS BRIEFS

The Associated Press

NEW YORK — The New York 
Yankees and prized Japanese 
pitcher Masahiro Tanaka agreed 
to a $155 million, seven-year con-
tract on Wednesday.

In addition to the deal with Tana-
ka, the Yankees must pay a $20 
million fee to the Japanese team 
of the 25-year-old right-hander, 
the Rakuten Golden Eagles.

Tanaka caps an offseason in 
which the Yankees added catcher 
Brian McCann and outfielders 
Jacoby Ellsbury and Carlos Bel-
tran. The four big deals totaled 
$438 million.

“We’re going to do what we’ve 
got to do to win,” Yankees co-
chairman Hank Steinbrenner told 
The Associated Press in a tele-
phone interview. “We had to make 
sure we had enough pitching to go 
together with our new lineup.”

Major League Baseball teams 
had until Friday to reach an 
agreement with Tanaka, who was 
24-0 with a 1.27 ERA last year as 
the Golden Eagles won the Japan 
Series.

His agreement calls for $22 
million in each of the first six 
seasons and $23 million in 2020, 
and it allows him to terminate the 
deal after the 2017 season and be-
come a free agent.

Tanaka receives the highest 
contract for an international free 
agent and the fifth largest deal 
for a pitcher, trailing only those of 
the Los Angeles Dodgers’ Clayton 
Kershaw ($215 million), Detroit’s 
Justin Verlander ($180 million), 
Seattle’s Felix Hernandez ($175 
million) and the Yankees’ CC 
Sabathia ($161 million under his 
original agreement with New 
York).

Tanaka replaces the retired 
Andy Pettitte in the rotation, and 
joins Sabathia, Hiroki Kuroda 
and Ivan Nova.

His deal pushes the Yankees’ 
payroll for purposes of the luxury 
tax over $203 million. Barring 
trades, there is little chance New 
York will get under the $189 mil-
lion tax threshold.

 Source: Peers wanted 
A-Rod out of union

NEW YORK — Several angry 
major league players wanted Alex 
Rodriguez kicked out of their 

union after he sued it last week, 
but staff lawyers told them expul-
sion was not allowed.

The players spoke Jan. 13 dur-
ing a Major League Baseball 
Players Association conference 
call after Rodriguez sued the 
union and Major League Base-
ball to overturn an arbitrator’s 
decision suspending him for the 
2014 season and postseason.

Details were first reported 
Tuesday by Yahoo Sports and 
later confirmed to The Associ-
ated Press by a person familiar 
with the call. The person spoke on 
condition of anonymity because 
no statements were authorized.

The union and Rodriguez 
spokesman Ron Berkowitz de-
clined comment.

All players in the major leagues 
are members of the union and 
pay $65 daily in dues, or $11,895 
if a player is in the big leagues 
for a full season. Baseball’s labor 
contract specifies the union is 
“the sole and exclusive bargain-
ing agent for all major league 
players.”

 Rodriguez agreed to a $275 
million, 10-year contract with the 

Yankees after the 2007 season. 
Horowitz’s decision cost Rodri-
guez $22.13 million of his $25 
million salary this year; the three-
time AL MVP is owed $61 million 
by the Yankees from 2015-17.

MLB orders stadium 
security screening

NEW YORK — Entering a 
Major League Baseball ballpark 
will be a bit like going through an 
airport by 2015.

MLB has told its 30 teams they 
must implement security screen-
ing for fans by then, either with 
hand-held metal detection or 
walk-through magnetometers.

“This procedure, which results 
from MLB’s continuing work with 
the Department of Homeland Se-
curity to standardize security 
practices across the game, will be 
in addition to bag checks that are 
now uniform throughout MLB,” 
league spokesman Michael Te-
evan said on Tuesday.

The Seattle Mariners an-
nounced on Tuesday that fans 
entering Safeco Field will have 

to walk through metal detectors 
starting with the opener in April.  

Cook, Caldwell make
Olympic team in aerials

Freestyle skier Emily Cook is 
going to her third Olympics after 
landing a spot on the U.S. team on 
Tuesday.

The 34-year-old aerialist fin-
ished 19th at the 2010 Games 
and 11th in 2006. She also was 
nominated to the 2002 team but 
missed because of an injury. She 
was given a spot on this year’s 
freestyle team after the U.S. Ski 
and Snowboard Association went 
through dozens of calculations 
and possibilities.

 Several spots are awarded 
based on how athletes finish in 
qualifying events. A few are held 
out for those who don’t qualify 
based on their results but are still 
considered potential medalists 
based on their history and cur-
rent performances. Cook got one 
of the discretionary picks, in part 
because she has finished in the 
top 10 and been the top Ameri-

can finisher in the last four World
Cup events. 

Also on the aerials team is Ash-
ley Caldwell, who finished 10th at
the 2010 Games. She’s one of five 
women in the world, Schirman
said, who try triple-flipping 
jumps.

Cook and Caldwell are the only
two women among the world’s top
12 who aren’t from either Austra-
lia or China.

 Browns interview Bills’ 
Pettine for 2nd time

CLEVELAND — Mike Pet-
tine got a second look from the
Browns, who could be zeroing in
on their next coach.

Buffalo’s defensive coordina-
tor had his second interview with 
Cleveland owner Jimmy Haslam
and CEO Joe Banner on Tuesday
night, a person familiar with the
Browns’ plans told The Associat-
ed Press. The meeting took place
in Mobile, Ala., site of the Senior
Bowl, said the person who spoke
on condition of anonymity be-
cause the team is not comment-
ing during its search.

Pettine is the first candidate to 
meet twice with the Browns. He 
spent four hours with Haslam,
Banner and other members of 
Cleveland’s front office but was
not offered the job. Pettine had
impressed the Browns during his
first interview last week.

However, the person famil-
iar with the team’s plans said 
the Browns left Mobile and had 
another interview lined up for 
Wednesday.

The Browns are in the fourth
week of their search for their sev-
enth full-time coach since 1999.

Pettine just completed his
first year with the Bills, and he 
improved the team’s defense in 
every statistical category.  

In other NFL news:
 � The Atlanta Falcons hired

Scott Pioli as assistant general 
manager on Wednesday, reuniting
him with GM Thomas Dimitroff.

Pioli was director of player 
personnel for the New England
Patriots from 2000-08, including
six seasons with Dimitroff, who
directed college scouting. He was 
the Kansas City Chiefs’ general
manager for four years before
leaving in January 2013. 

Yankees reach $155M deal with Tanaka

TORU TAKAHASHI/AP

Japan’s Masahiro Tanaka agreed on Wednesday to a $155 million, seven-year contract with the Yankees. 
In addition to the deal with the pitcher, the Yankees must pay a $20 million fee to the Japanese team of 
the 25-year-old right-hander, the Rakuten Golden Eagles.
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Scoreboard

NHL

 Eastern Conference
Atlantic Division

 GP W L OT Pts GF GA
Boston 49 31 15 3 65 141 109
Tampa Bay 50 29 16 5 63 146 123
Montreal 49 27 17 5 59 126 120
Toronto 52 27 20 5 59 150 156
Ottawa 50 22 19 9 53 141 155
Detroit 49 21 18 10 52 122 134
Florida 50 20 23 7 47 120 151
Buffalo 48 13 28 7 33 89 137

Metropolitan Division
Pittsburgh 49 34 13 2 70 157 120
N.Y. Rangers 52 27 22 3 57 131 133
Philadelphia 50 25 19 6 56 137 144
Columbus 49 25 20 4 54 143 138
New Jersey 51 21 19 11 53 122 124
Washington 50 22 20 8 52 142 152
Carolina 48 20 19 9 49 117 137
N.Y. Islanders 52 21 24 7 49 147 169

Western Conference
Central Division

 GP W L OT Pts GF GA
Chicago 51 32 8 11 75 184 139
St. Louis 49 33 11 5 71 171 115
Colorado 49 31 13 5 67 144 127
Minnesota 52 27 20 5 59 125 129
Dallas 50 22 20 8 52 141 152
Nashville 51 22 22 7 51 125 152
Winnipeg 51 23 23 5 51 144 152

Pacific Division
Anaheim 52 37 10 5 79 177 129
San Jose 50 32 12 6 70 161 123
Los Angeles 51 29 16 6 64 131 108
Vancouver 51 26 16 9 61 129 128
Phoenix 49 23 17 9 55 141 149
Calgary 50 16 27 7 39 111 159
Edmonton 52 15 31 6 36 132 183

Note: Two points for a win, one point 
for overtime loss.

Monday’s games
N.Y. Islanders 4, Philadelphia 3, SO
Boston 3, Los Angeles 2
Florida 5, Pittsburgh 1
St. Louis 4, Detroit 1
Nashville 4, Dallas 1
Toronto 4, Phoenix 2
San Jose 3, Calgary 2

Tuesday’s games
Florida 4, Buffalo 3
New Jersey 7, St. Louis 1
N.Y. Islanders 5, N.Y. Rangers 3
Ottawa 2, Washington 0
Columbus 5, Los Angeles 3
Dallas 4, Minnesota 0
Toronto 5, Colorado 2
Vancouver 2, Edmonton 1
Winnipeg 3, Anaheim 2
Carolina at Philadelphia, ppd., snow

Wednesday’s games
Carolina at Philadelphia
Montreal at Pittsburgh
Chicago at Detroit
Phoenix at Calgary

Thursday’s games
Carolina at Buffalo
St. Louis at N.Y. Rangers
Philadelphia at Columbus
Ottawa at Tampa Bay
Pittsburgh at N.Y. Islanders
Chicago at Minnesota
Toronto at Dallas
Nashville at Vancouver
Los Angeles at Anaheim
Winnipeg at San Jose 

 Tuesday
Jets 3, Ducks 2

Winnipeg 2 1 0—3
Anaheim 1 0 1—2

First Period—1, Anaheim, Fowler 6 
(Getzlaf, Beleskey), 3:59 (pp). 2, Winni-
peg, Wheeler 18 (Kane, Scheifele), 5:19. 3, 
Winnipeg, Ladd 11 (Little, Trouba), 18:36.

Second Period—4, Winnipeg, Kane 15 
(Little), 15:43 (sh).

Third Period—5, Anaheim, Bonino 16 
(Silfverberg), 10:18.

Shots on Goal—Winnipeg 7-6-8—21. 
Anaheim 15-11-16—42.

Power-play opportunities—Winnipeg 
0 of 2; Anaheim 1 of 4.

Goalies—Winnipeg, Pavelec 15-19-4 
(42 shots-40 saves). Anaheim, Hiller 23-6-
4 (11-8), Andersen (15:43 second, 10-10).

A—15,046 (17,174). T—2:28.

 Canucks 2, Oilers 1
Vancouver 1 1 0—2
Edmonton 0 0 1—1

First Period—1, Vancouver, Lain 1 
(Weise, Sestito), 5:14.

Second Period—2, Vancouver, Kassian 
10 (Kesler, D.Sedin), 7:59.

Third Period—3, Edmonton, Eberle 17 
(Hall, Gagner), 15:00.

Shots on Goal—Vancouver 9-13-5—27. 
Edmonton 6-11-12—29.

Power-play opportunities—Vancouver 
0 of 4; Edmonton 0 of 4.

Goalies—Vancouver, Luongo 18-10-6 
(29 shots-28 saves). Edmonton, Scrivens 
7-7-4 (27-25).

A—16,839 (16,839). T—2:29.

 Stars 4, Wild 0
Minnesota 0 0 0—0
Dallas 2 1 1—4

First Period—1, Dallas, Fiddler 3 (Go-
ligoski, Roussel), 13:18. 2, Dallas, Cole 14 
(Goligoski, Ja.Benn), 16:45 (pp).

Second Period—3, Dallas, Whitney 6 
(Gonchar, Eakin), 13:18 (pp).

Third Period—4, Dallas, Jo.Benn 2 
(penalty shot), 11:22.

Shots on Goal—Minnesota 3-6-9—18. 
Dallas 12-16-8—36.

Power-play opportunities—Minnesota 
0 of 3; Dallas 2 of 7.

Goalies—Minnesota, Kuemper 4-3-0 
(36 shots-32 saves). Dallas, Lehtonen 18-
14-8 (18-18).

A—11,191 (18,532). T—2:29.

 Maple Leafs 5, Avalanche 2
Toronto 2 2 1—5
Colorado 0 1 1—2

First Period—1, Toronto, Kessel 25 
(Phaneuf, Raymond), 3:56. 2, Toronto, van 
Riemsdyk 20 (Franson, Bozak), 17:41 (pp).

Second Period—3, Toronto, Kadri 13 
(Gardiner, Lupul), 2:55. 4, Toronto, Kessel 
26 (van Riemsdyk, Bozak), 5:17. 5, Colo-
rado, MacKinnon 16 (Parenteau, Holden), 
18:35.

Third Period—6, Colorado, MacKinnon 
17 (Talbot), 5:07. 7, Toronto, McClement 2 
(Kulemin, Lupul), 17:47 (en).

Shots on Goal—Toronto 9-15-7—31. 
Colorado 11-9-17—37.

Power-play opportunities—Toronto 1 
of 4; Colorado 0 of 4.

Goalies—Toronto, Reimer 10-6-1 (37 
shots-35 saves). Colorado, Varlamov 24-
9-5 (10-7), Giguere (2:55 second, 20-19).

A—14,877 (18,007). T—2:26.

Senators 2, Capitals 0
Ottawa 0 1 1—2
Washington 0 0 0—0

Second Period—1, Ottawa, Turris 15 
(MacArthur, Gryba), 12:59.

Third Period—2, Ottawa, Spezza 13 
(Wiercioch, E.Karlsson), 8:56 (pp).

Shots on Goal—Ottawa 6-12-8—26. 
Washington 10-12-12—34.

Power-play opportunities—Ottawa 1 
of 4; Washington 0 of 4.

Goalies—Ottawa, C.Anderson 16-10-6 
(34 shots-34 saves). Washington, Holtby 
13-12-2 (26-24).

A—18,506 (18,506). T—2:29.

Devils 7, Blues 1
St. Louis 1 0 0—1
New Jersey 3 2 2—7

First Period—1, New Jersey, Fayne 2 
(Brunner, Elias), 2:27. 2, New Jersey, Cart-
er 4 (Gionta, Gelinas), 2:51. 3, St. Louis, 
Steen 25 (Schwartz, Backes), 8:47. 4, New 
Jersey, Jagr 16 (Boucher, T.Zajac), 10:27.

Second Period—5, New Jersey, Clowe 
3 (Zidlicky, Brunner), 1:03 (pp). 6, New 
Jersey, Henrique 13 (Gelinas, Zidlicky), 
15:42 (pp).

Third Period—7, New Jersey, Brunner 
9 (Elias, T.Zajac), 1:18 (pp). 8, New Jersey, 
Gelinas 6 (Volchenkov), 12:04.

Shots on Goal—St. Louis 6-7-14—27. 
New Jersey 13-6-4—23.

Power-play opportunities—St. Louis 0 
of 3; New Jersey 3 of 4.

Goalies—St. Louis, Elliott 13-4-2 (9 
shots-6 saves), Halak (12:17 first, 14-10). 
New Jersey, Schneider 8-9-7 (27-26).

A—11,432 (17,625). T—2:19.

 Islanders 5, Rangers 3
N.Y. Islanders 1 2 2—5
N.Y. Rangers 2 1 0—3

First Period—1, N.Y. Rangers, Nash 15 
(Kreider), 1:02. 2, N.Y. Rangers, Nash 16 
(Girardi, Kreider), 11:07. 3, N.Y. Islanders, 
Martin 3 (Tavares, Okposo), 17:22.

Second Period—4, N.Y. Rangers, Kre-
ider 13 (Stepan, Richards), 9:34 (pp). 5, 
N.Y. Islanders, Hickey 3 (Okposo, Vanek), 
13:22. 6, N.Y. Islanders, McDonald 4 (Ta-
vares, Regin), 16:36.

Third Period—7, N.Y. Islanders, Vanek 
18 (Tavares, Nielsen), 15:22 (pp). 8, N.Y. 
Islanders, Nielsen 17, 19:53 (en).

Shots on Goal—N.Y. Islanders 16-7-
14—37. N.Y. Rangers 12-8-13—33.

Power-play opportunities—N.Y. Is-
landers 1 of 5; N.Y. Rangers 1 of 4.

Goalies—N.Y. Islanders, Poulin 11-14-0 
(33 shots-30 saves). N.Y. Rangers, Talbot 
10-4-0 (36-32).

A—18,006 (18,006). T—2:31.

 Panthers 4, Sabres 3
Florida 3 1 0—4
Buffalo 2 0 1—3

First Period—1, Buffalo, Stafford 6 (Ott, 
Omark), 2:23 (pp). 2, Florida, Winchester 
6 (Jovanovski, Huberdeau), 4:06. 3, Buf-
falo, Stafford 7 (Ennis), 6:16. 4, Florida, 
Bergenheim 11 (Gilbert, Barkov), 18:04. 5, 
Florida, Jovanovski 1, 18:56.

Second Period—6, Florida, Bjugstad 11 
(Campbell, Gilbert), 16:12.

Third Period—7, Buffalo, Ott 6 (Staf-
ford, Leino), 8:36 (pp).

Shots on Goal—Florida 12-6-4—22. Buf-
falo 10-9-16—35.

Power-play opportunities—Florida 0 
of 1; Buffalo 2 of 7.

Goalies—Florida, Thomas 13-13-3 (35 
shots-32 saves). Buffalo, Miller 12-19-3 
(22-18).

A—17,583 (19,070). T—2:26.

 Blue Jackets 5, Kings 3
Los Angeles 1 1 1—3
Columbus 2 2 1—5

First Period—1, Los Angeles, King 11 
(Lewis), 2:42. 2, Columbus, Umberger 12 
(Wisniewski, Johnson), 12:47 (pp). 3, Co-
lumbus, Johansen 19 (Murray, Wisniews-
ki), 19:02.

Second Period—4, Los Angeles, Carter 
20 (Richards), 8:39. 5, Columbus, Um-
berger 13, 18:15. 6, Columbus, Horton 3 
(Anisimov, Jenner), 19:44.

Third Period—7, Columbus, Anisimov 
13 (Foligno), 15:19. 8, Los Angeles, Re-
gehr 1 (Williams, Richards), 16:50.

Shots on Goal—Los Angeles 11-8-10—
29. Columbus 12-12-10—34.

Power-play opportunities—Los Ange-
les 0 of 3; Columbus 1 of 3.

Goalies—Los Angeles, Jones 8-4-0 (34 
shots-29 saves). Columbus, Bobrovsky 
16-11-2 (29-26).

A—13,286 (18,144). T—2:24.

The Associated Press

ANAHEIM, Calif.  — Although 
Paul Maurice declines the credit, 
the Winnipeg Jets still haven’t 
lost since he stepped behind their 
bench. They’re even good enough 
to beat a team that had been prac-
tically perfect on home ice all 
season long.

Ondrej Pavelec made 40 saves, 
Evander Kane had a short-hand-
ed goal and an assist in his return 
from injury, and the Jets ended 
the Anaheim Ducks’ 10-game 
home winning streak with a 3-2 
victory Tuesday night.

Blake Wheeler and captain An-
drew Ladd also scored for the last-
place Jets, who handed the overall 
NHL leaders their first regulation 
loss at home this season after a 
20-0-2 start at Honda Center.

Bryan Little had two assists as 
Winnipeg hung on for its fourth 
consecutive win since Maurice re-
placed Claude Noel, culminating 
in this gritty win in the league’s 
most daunting road arena.

“It’s a tough building to play 
in, and it feels good to be the first 
team to beat them (here) this sea-
son,” Pavelec said. “It’s only two 
points, but it feels really good, 
especially in this building. ... The 
whole team is playing with confi-
dence. The new coach let us know 
we’re good players, and we can 
beat anybody.”

With a fourth win for Maurice, 
Winnipeg even relinquished sole 
possession of last place in the 
Central Division, pulling even 
with Nashville at the bottom of 
the table. Yet when asked what 
he’s done to this underachieving 

group, the veteran coach is frank: 
“Nothing.”

“Before I got here, I thought 
this was a good hockey team,” 
Maurice added. “Now we’re 
feeling good, and that changes 
everything.”

Cam Fowler and Nick Bonino 
scored for the NHL-leading 
Ducks, who hadn’t lost at home 
since Dec. 3. Anaheim has won 19 
of 22 overall, but has lost two of 
its last three games despite put-
ting 42 shots on net and having 36 
more potential shots blocked by 
the Jets. 

Blue Jackets 5, Kings 3: R.J. 
Umberger scored twice to lead 
host Columbus to its franchise-
record seventh straight win.

Nathan Horton scored in his 
600th NHL game, Artem Anisi-
mov had a goal and an assist and 
Ryan Johansen also scored for 
Columbus, with James Wisniews-
ki picking up two assists. Sergei 
Bobrovsky moved to 8-0 in his 
past eight starts with 26 saves.

Maple Leafs 5, Avalanche 2:  
Phil Kessel scored twice, James 
van Riemsdyk had a goal and an 
assist and visiting Toronto beat 
Colorado for its sixth straight win.

 Islanders 5, Rangers 3:  
Thomas Vanek scored a power-
play goal with 4:38 left, and the 
Islanders rallied from two goals 
down for a second straight day 
and beat the host Rangers.

Canucks 2, Oilers 1:  Rookie 
Kellan Lain and Zack Kassian 
scored and visiting Vancouver 
won its first game without sus-
pended head coach John Tortorel-
la in a victory over Edmonton.

The Canucks have won just 

three of their past 11 games. Ro-
berto Luongo made 28 saves for 
the win.

The Canucks were also without
leading scorer Henrik Sedin, who
missed his first game in close to a
decade with an injury.

The Canucks were also without
Tortorella, who was suspended
for 15 days by the NHL on Mon-
day for an altercation during a 
game against the Calgary Flames
on Saturday.

Jordan Eberle scored for the
Oilers, who have lost five in a row
and 10 of their past 12.

Devils 7, Blues 1:  Mark
Fayne and Ryan Carter scored
24 seconds apart early in the first
period to spark host New Jersey
over St. Louis.

 Panthers 4, Sabres 3: Ed
Jovanovski scored the go-ahead 
goal and added an assist in his
1,100th career game, sparking
Florida over host Buffalo.

 Senators 2, Capitals 0: Kyle
Turris and Jason Spezza scored,
Craig Anderson made 34 saves
and visiting Ottawa handed Alex
Ovechkin-less Washington its
sixth straight loss.

With NHL scoring leader
Ovechkin sidelined with an un-
specified lower-body injury,
Washington generated few good
scoring chances, failing to con-
vert on five power plays.

 Stars 4, Wild 0: Erik Cole and
Ray Whitney scored power-play
goals, and host Dallas stopped a
three-game losing streak with a
victory over Minnesota. 

JAE C. HONG/AP

Jets goalie Ondrej Pavelec deflects a shot by the Ducks’ Patrick Maroon during the second period 
Tuesday in Anaheim, Calif. The Jets beat the Ducks 3-2.

Roundup

Jets end Ducks’ streak at 10
Winnipeg hands league leader first regulation loss at home
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NFL

BY BARRY WILNER

The Associated Press

NFL commissioner Roger 
Goodell is suggesting potential 
changes to the touchdown conver-
sion that might have some legs.

Goodell says the extra point 
kick, which had a success rate 
of nearly 100 percent, is too 
automatic.

And with few teams attempt-
ing 2-point conversion plays until 
desperation hits late in games, 
the old 1-pointer from 20 yards is 
the way coaches go. All that does 
is draw yawns.

So Goodell wonders if the 
league can add excitement by 
making some major adjustments 
to the extra point, suggesting per-
haps making a touchdown worth 
seven points instead of six, with 
teams having the option to run a 
play for another point.

But failing on that play would 
cost them a point.

Gimmicky, for sure. But if 
Goodell likes the idea ...

A look at how changes to the 
extra point would affect the NFL:

How and who?
Passing any changes to the 

playing rules in the NFL is, unlike 
the extra point kick, not easy.

The competition committee 
meets with the players’ union at 

the NFL combine in February, 
when any new proposals or ideas 
are discussed. It’s not unusual for 
the players to have input in po-
tential adjustments, as they did 
recently on defenseless player 
penalties.

The powerful committee, 
chaired by Atlanta Falcons 
President Rich McKay, meets in 
March. At the league meetings 
later that month, the committee 
presents potential changes for 
discussion by all 32 owners, who 
can either vote on them or table 
them.

McKay said on Tuesday: “We 
do anticipate the topic being 
discussed.”

Kicking around?
The idea of toying with the extra 

point is not entirely new. John 
Mara, owner of the New York Gi-
ants and among the most influen-
tial members of the competition 
committee, says “it came up for 
brief discussion in past meetings, 
but no action was taken.”

It took the NFL years to come 
around on the 2-point conversion, 
which can be a pass or run play 
from the 2-yard line — and under 
Goodell’s apparent preference, 
could be worth one point if the 
kick is eliminated. The 2-pointer 
existed in the old AFL from 1960-
69, and college football has had it 

since 1958.
NFL owners didn’t approve it 

until 1994 as part of a package of 
changes to help the offenses.

Yea and nay
Coaches will hate any chang-

es, particularly ones that would 
mean more decisions for them to 
make. They so rarely go for the 2-
pointers until the fourth quarter, 
and are reluctant to do so then 
because, well, there’s nothing 
automatic about those attempts. 
Indeed, less than half (33-for-69) 
worked in 2013.

“I will say this: Since 2000, I 
believe, over 99 percent of the 
extra points are made,” Falcons 
coach Mike Smith said. “It’s al-
most a given that it is going to be 
made. I’m sure that the competi-
tion committee will address it. As 
a coach you have to play how the 
rules are.”

Short-yardage backs such as 
fullback Mike Tolbert of Carolina 
shouldn’t mind the elimination of 
conversions. Nor should running 
quarterbacks such as Russell Wil-
son, Colin Kaepernick and Cam 
Newton, whose improvisational 
skills would be a huge advantage.

Kickers? They probably will 
shrug and practice their field 
goals — which is what they nor-
mally do regarding extra points 
anyway.

Who stays, and why
Rosters would be slightly re-

vamped, with teams likely keep-
ing at least one power back active 
every week and having two on the 
roster. Often, those guys also play 
on special teams, so their pres-
ence wouldn’t throw a lineup out 
of whack.

Practice won’t make perfect
Teams would work even more 

on their short-yardage packages, 
beginning in training camp. They 
would use their touchdown con-
version offenses in other situa-
tions on the field in games, too.

While going for a fourth-and-

2 near midfield is less rare than
it once was, it might become all 
the more common when coaches
know the more times they at-
tempt such plays, the more sea-
soned their players will be when
trying for the extra points.

Will it happen?
It’s impossible to gauge the

owners’ thinking, and a three-
quarters majority is needed to 
pass any rules changes.

Goodell doesn’t get a vote.
Then again, it sounds like he al-

ready has cast his.
AP Sports Writer John Zenor 
contributed.

Goodell suggests rule change to dump PAT

BY OSKAR GARCIA

The Associated Press

HONOLULU — NFL great Jerry Rice 
is already bucking conventional fantasy 
football wisdom in a new Pro Bowl format 
inspired by the popular hobby.

Rice picked New Orleans quarterback 
Drew Brees and St. Louis defensive end 
Robert Quinn to anchor his Pro Bowl team 
on Tuesday, opting for a passer over a 
runner.

Rice made the selections in Hawaii after 
winning a coin toss against Hall of Fame 
cornerback Deion Sanders. Rice called 
tails.

The decision prompted Sanders to select 
Kansas City running back Jamaal Charles 
and Houston defensive end J.J. Watt for 
Sunday’s game.

“Don’t think we forget Jerry picked them 
first,” Watt said when asked whether the 
new schoolyard-style format would leave 
players with bruised egos.

The toss and selections started a new 
process for the NFL in selecting this year’s 
Pro Bowl teams. Rice and Sanders are 
serving as captains and general managers 
in charge of divvying up the NFL stars.

“I’m so pumped — I’m ready to run some 
routes,” Rice said at a news conference 
after winning the toss, picking his play-
ers and embracing them as active player 
captains.

“That’s exactly how I thought it was 
going to go,” Sanders said.

The toss gave Sanders and Rice another 
chance for good-natured trash talk in a 
game that’s become as much about show-
casing their personalities as celebrating 

the accomplishments of the NFL’s best.
Rice and Sanders split up interior line-

man, punters, fullbacks and special team-
ers during the first part of the draft, with 
the 22 picks announced on a tape-delayed 
show. Rice and Sanders went position by 
position, skipping the usual fantasy strat-

egy of prioritizing positions — an element 
that will be in play Wednesday when the 
rest of the 60 players are divvied up.

Sanders picked Ndamukong Suh with his 
first defensive tackle selection, and then 
opted for Gerald McCoy and Dontari Poe. 
Rice grabbed Jason Hatcher and Marcell 

Dareus, and was assigned Kyle Williams.
Among guards, Rice picked two of Brees’ 

New Orleans teammates, Jahri Evans and 
Ben Grubbs, along with Evan Mathis.
Sanders picked Marshal Yanda and Logan
Mankins and was assigned Kyle Long.

Centers Mike Pouncey and Alex Mack
went to Sanders, while Ryan Kalil and
Nick Mangold went to Rice. Rice picked
Mike Tolbert at fullback while Sanders got
Marcel Reece.

Sanders said Reece will not get the ball.
“He’s blocking for that man over there,”
Sanders said, pointing toward Charles.

Punter Johnny Hekker and special
teamer Justin Bethel ended up on team
Rice, while Sanders picked punter Bran-
don Fields and special teamer Matthew
Slater.

The Pro Bowl coaches, Chuck Pagano
of Indianapolis for Team Sanders and Ron
Rivera of Carolina for Team Rice, selected 
long snappers as a need position. Pagano 
went with Carolina’s J.J. Jansen and Ri-
vera responded in kind, going with Matt 
Overton of the Colts.

The second part of the draft will air live 
on the NFL Network.

NFL officials are hoping the new format 
is a recipe for a more competitive game on
the field and higher ratings as the bulk of
league fans look toward the Super Bowl on
Feb. 2.

Brees said players know how to balance
the demands of playing hard and avoiding
injury.

“What it comes down to is just pride 
— pride in your effort and your perfor-
mance,” Brees said.

JACK DEMPSEY/AP

Broncos kicker Matt Prater kicks an extra point during the fourth 
quarter against the Chargers on Jan. 12. NFL commissioner Roger 
Goodell is suggesting potential changes in the extra point.

Commissioner looks to add excitement to extra point

Rice, Sanders begin new era with Pro Bowl draft

MARCO GARCIA/AP

Hall of Famer Jerry Rice, right, reacts to comments made by fellow Hall of Famer 
Deion Sanders during a news conference Tuesday for the Pro Bowl Draft in Kapolei, 
Hawaii. Rice and Sanders are serving as captains and GMs for Sunday’s game.



• S T A R S  A N D  S T R I P E S • F3HIJKLM                 PAGE 31Thursday, January 23, 2014

SUPER BOWL

BY ARNIE STAPLETON

The Associated Press

ENGLEWOOD, Colo. — As 
promised, Danny Trevathan has 
snuffed the showboat in him after 
his humiliating gaffe in the NFL 
opener.

He morphed into a standout 
linebacker in his second season 
and led the Broncos in tackles 
after his inauspicious debut in 
Denver’s rout of the Ravens in 
September.

Trevathan blamed excitement 
over his first career start for his 
premature celebration of a sure 
pick-6 of Joe Flacco when he 
flipped the football aside just be-
fore crossing the goal line.

 Of course, if Trevathan doesn’t 
pull a Leon Lett, maybe Peyton 
Manning takes the rest of the 
night off and doesn’t get a chance 
to make history with his seventh 
touchdown throw later on in Den-
ver’s 49-27 win.

Trevathan’s miscalculation was 
reminiscent of Lett’s gaffe in the 
Super Bowl in 1993 when Dallas’ 
defensive lineman was returning 
a fumble for a score in the Cow-
boys’ rout of Buffalo. Don Beebe 
chased down a hotdogging Lett 
and knocked the ball loose just 
before he crossed the goal line.

This time, as Wesley Woodyard 
casually bent down in the end 
zone to pick up the souvenir for 
Trevathan, who was celebrating 
a few feet away, Brandon Stokley 
dived for the football and knocked 
it out of the back of the end zone.

Instead of a touchdown, it was 
a touchback.

Instead of hugs and high-fives, 
Trevathan got harangues from 
teammates and defensive coordi-
nator Jack Del Rio .

“I promised myself I would 
never put my team in a place like 
that again,” Trevathan said this 
week. “I’ll make up for it. I’ll do 
whatever I’ve got to do. I promised 
those who were laughing at me, 
I’m going to make them suffer. I’m 
going to be here and grind it out, 
I’m going to pick it off next time, 
do whatever I’ve got to do to go 
ahead and get that off my back.”

Redemption came one month 
later in Dallas when Trevathan 
deked Tony Romo into throwing 

an interception at the Dallas 24 in
the waning moments of a shoot-
out, and it came just four days
after he was carted off the prac-
tice field with a knee injury that 
at first had him fearing his play-
ing days were over.

Trevathan briefly thought
about jumping up and trying to 
score. Remembering the Ravens
game, he decided to just stay
down, allowing Manning to come 
on and run out the clock until 
Matt Prater’s field goal won it 51-
48 as time expired.

That was one of many big plays 
for Trevathan, a sixth-round pick 
from Kentucky in 2012 who led
Denver this season with 124 tack-
les and has a dozen more in the
playoffs, where he’s helped hold
the Chargers to 65 yards rushing
the Patriots to 64.

He’ll be a big part of Denver’s
designs to throttle Seahawks run-
ning back Marshawn Lynch in 
the Super Bowl.

And it all goes back to his big
blunder in the opener.

“Sometimes setbacks are set-
ups for bigger things to come,”
coach John Fox said. “I think
in his case, it was a learning
experience.”

 “Danny’s got things that you
can’t coach. He’s got speed. He’s
got instincts,” linebackers coach 
Richard Smith said. 

A shoulder stinger eventu-
ally rendered Woodyard, a fellow
Kentucky alum, a backup.

“Even though he’s not on the
field, he’s with me in my head all
the time,” Trevathan said. “That’s
how I’m going to carry him.”

There’s that maturity again,
that growth that the Broncos be-
lieve will come in handy in the
Super Bowl, where Trevathan 
can get the ultimate redemption.

“Life is a game. It’s ups and
downs, highs and lows. But, you
know, I like my lows and I like my 
highs because without my lows, I
never know what my highs are,” 
Trevathan said. “It was a rough,
roller-coaster year but we pulled 
it together. I’ve got a strong faith
in God and I’ve got a strong faith
within my team. We’re here now 
and we’ve just got to get this one
more win.”

BY TIM BOOTH

The Associated Press

RENTON, Wash. — Some-
where along the way, “pedestri-
an” became a favored word for 
the Seattle Seahawks’ receivers.

Doug Baldwin, Jermaine Ke-
arse and Golden Tate each used 
the word in some fashion after 
the Seahawks beat San Fran-
cisco to win the NFC champion-
ship Sunday. It was their way of 
responding to critics who have 
panned Seattle’s receiving corps 
as one of the weak points on the 
Seahawks roster.

“It irritates the hell out of me 
when we’ve got guys who con-
stantly want to talk about our 
receiving corps,” Baldwin said 
after the 23-17 win over the 49ers. 
“Talking about we’re average. 
We’re pedestrian. We’re going 
to walk our ... to the Super Bowl. 
Pedestrians.”

Seattle’s receiving crew was 
supposed to have more experi-
ence and be considered a strength 
before the season began. That’s 
when the Seahawks were expect-
ed to have Percy Harvin and Sid-
ney Rice as their starters, with 
Baldwin, Tate and Kearse filling 
secondary roles as extra receiv-
ers catching passes from Russell 
Wilson. But then Harvin missed 
15 of 16 regular-season games 
after hip surgery in August and 
Rice was lost for the year with a 
knee injury in Week 8.

It’s left an unheralded, underap-
preciated group as Seattle’s pass 
catching options. And while they 
despise being cast as a weak link, 
they also are more than happy to 
use those slights as motivation.

Perhaps no player feeds off 
the negativity more than Bald-
win. Before the NFC title game, 
the undrafted free agent out of 
Stanford talked about carrying a 
“boulder” around on his shoulder, 
not a chip. Then he made sure 
to note that pundits on Sunday 
morning were again pointing to 

Seattle’s receivers as the reason 
Wilson and the pass game had 
been struggling.

“They were talking about Rus-
sell Wilson was struggling and 
the reason he was struggling was 
his receiving corps was appetiz-
ers,” Baldwin said. “I’ll take that. 
I’ll be an appetizer. But that’s a 
good ... appetizer if you ask me.”

Baldwin responded with one 
of the best games in his career 
on Sunday. He finished with six 
catches for 106 yards — the sec-
ond-most in his three seasons 
— including a 51-yard reception 
in the first half that helped loosen 
the 49ers defense.

But he wasn’t alone.
Tate had four receptions and 

Kearse made one of the biggest 
catches in his young career. On 
fourth-and-7 early in the fourth 
quarter, Wilson’s hard count got 
the 49ers to jump into the neutral 
zone. Knowing it was a free play, 
Seattle’s receivers broke off the 
original routes and headed verti-
cal to the end zone. Kearse was 
able to get a step on Carlos Rog-
ers and pulled in a 35-yard TD 
pass from Wilson with 13:44 left 
that gave Seattle a 20-17 lead that 

the Seahawks did not relinquish.
“When you run a route you 

got to always expect that the ball 
could come to you. But when the 
ball is in the air it’s all instinct, 
it’s all play-making ability,” Ke-
arse said. “Russ threw a good 
ball at me, it just shows the trust 
he has in us and you know we’ll 
just try to make the best of every 
opportunity.”

Then later, prodded by Bald-
win, Kearse followed the line in 
the wide receivers room.

“I’m just a pedestrian trying to 
walk my way to the Super Bowl,” 
he said.

What makes Seattle’s group 
of receivers unique is the lack 
of credentials. Take Harvin out 
of the equation, and of Seattle’s 
top five receivers, four were un-
drafted: Baldwin, Kearse, Ricar-
do Lockette and Bryan Walters. 
Tate was the only draftee, taken 
in the second round in 2010. It’s 
another example of general man-
ager John Schneider’s ability to 
unearth hidden talents, but the 
group also comes with a built-in 
motivation to prove wrong any-
one who overlooked or underval-
ued their potential.

They also play in an offense 
where numbers will never be ex-
traordinary. Only four times in 
18 regular and postseason games 
this season did Seattle attempt 
30 or more passes. Three times 
it didn’t even attempt 20 throws. 
That leaves limited opportuni-
ties when the offense calls for the 
tight end and running backs to 
be involved in the pass game as 
well.

And all that is without Harvin, 
who is expected to have recov-
ered from a concussion in time 
for the Super Bowl.

“At the end of the day, we want 
to be a team that makes the big 
play when we need to,” Wilson 
said. “Always make the consistent 
ones, but make the big play when 
we need to, and the guys have 
done that all year.”
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Seahawks Doug Baldwin, right, and Golden Tate celebrate after Seattle won the NFC championship 
game over the 49ers. Seattle’s receivers have been motivated by critics who call them the weak link.

Gaffe transformed
Broncos’ Trevathan
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Broncos linebacker Danny Trevathan tackles Cowboys tight end 
Jason Witten. Trevathan’s season began in embarrassing fashion with 
a fumble at the goal line, but Trevathan learned from his mistake. 

‘Pedestrian’ comments
drive Seahawks receivers

Seattle Seahawks (15-3)
vs. Denver Broncos (15-3)
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30.9
Number of points 

Oklahoma City’s Kevin 
Durant is averaging this 

season, tops in the league.

By the numbers

SOURCE: NBA.com

41.1
Percentage of three-point 
shots Durant has made 

this season.

88.1
Percentage of free throws 

Durant has made this 
season (377-for-428).

BY CLIFF BRUNT

The Associated Press

OKLAHOMA CITY

Kevin Durant is putting up points like never 
before, quite an accomplishment for a 
three-time NBA scoring champion.

The 6-foot-9 forward couldn’t have picked 
a better time to raise his level of play for the Okla-
homa City Thunder.

In 14 games since All-Star point guard Russell 
Westbrook was sidelined after surgery on his right 
knee, Durant has averaged more than 36 points, post-
ed three of the five highest-scoring games of his ca-
reer, scored at least 30 in eight straight and pushed 
his league-leading scoring average to 30.9 points per 
game.

Durant scored a career-high 54 points in a 127-121
SEE TAKING ON PAGE 27

NBA

Taking over

Oklahoma City’s Kevin Durant goes up for a reverse layup 
against Sacramento on Dec. 3 in Sacramento, Calif.

HECTOR AMEZCUA, SACRAMENTO BEE/MCT

Thunder’s Durant lights it up
while Westbrook recovers


